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PROJECT PURPOSES:
o To	upgrade	the	Interstate	corridor	from	I‐26	south	of	

Asheville	through	the	US	19‐23	interchange	to	meet	design	
standards	for	the	Interstate	system

o To	provide a	link	in	the	transportation	system	connecting	
a	direct,	multi‐lane	freeway	facility	meeting	interstate	
standards	from	the	Port	of	Charleston,	South	Carolina,	to	I‐81	
near	Kingsport,	Tennessee

o To	improve	the	capacity	of	existing	I‐240	west	of	Asheville	
to	accommodate	the	existing	and	forecasted	(2033	design	
year)	traffic	in	this	growing	area

o To	reduce	traffic	delays	and	congestion	along	the	I‐240	
crossing	of	the	French	Broad	River,	which	currently	operates	
at	capacity*

o To	increase	the	remaining	useful	service	of	the	existing	
Captain	Jeff	Bowen	Bridges	by	substantially	reducing	the	
volume	of	traffic	on	this	vital	crossing	of	the	French	Broad	
River

PROJECT NEEDS:
o System	Linkage

A	better	transportation	facility	is	needed	to	connect	
US	19‐23	north	of	Asheville	with	I‐26	south	of	Asheville.	

o Capacity	*
I‐240	needs	additional	capacity	because	increasing	traffic	
volumes	have	substantially	reduced	the	Level	of	Service	on								
I‐240	west	of	Asheville.	

o Roadway	Deficiencies	
Interstates	within	the	study	area	have	roadway	deficiencies	
and	need	to	be	upgraded	to	meet	current	design	standards.	
Multiple	segments	of	I‐240	west	of	Asheville	currently	have	an	
accident	rate	that	exceeds	the	critical	crash	rate	for	similar	
North	Carolina	facilities.

*Capacity =	In	terms	of	a	highway,	capacity	is	the	ability	of	a	road	to	accommodate	traffic	volume.
Level	of	Service	=	A	qualitative	measure	used	to	relate	the	quality	of	traffic	operations	on	a	scale	of	A	
(free‐flow	and	low	traffic	density)	to	F	(breakdown	of	traffic	flow	with	traffic	volumes	greater	than																															
the	road’s	capacity)
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NEPA Study Process

Identify Purpose of and Need for Project

Collect Data on Project Study Area

Analyze Preliminary Alternatives

Select Detailed Study Alternatives

Issue Record of Decision

Construct Project

Select Preferred Alternative

Publish Final Environmental Impact 
Statement

Purchase Right of Way

Evaluate Impacts of Detailed Study 
Alternatives

Publish Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement
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Next Steps

FOR	MORE	
INFORMATION

VISIT	OUR	WEBSITE
www.ncdot.gov/projects/I26Connector

CONTACT	NCDOT	
Mr.	Drew	Joyner,	PE

Human	Environment	Section
1‐800‐233‐6315

djoyner@ncdot.govSee Comment Form for
all comment submittal
options and deadlines.

The	comments	received	on	the	
DEIS	and	Public	Hearing	will	be	
evaluated	by	the	project	team	
and	considered	in	the	selection	
of	the	Preferred	Alternative.

Justification	for	the	selection	of	
the	Preferred	Alternative	will	be	
documented.	Additionally,	designs	
for	the	Preferred	Alternative	will	
be	refined	based	on	updated	
traffic	projections.	Direct,	indirect,	
and	cumulative	effects	of	the	
project	will	be	updated	based	
upon	the	refined	design	for	the	
Preferred	Alternative	,	and	
summarized	in	the	Final	
Environmental	Impact	Statement.

SUBMIT	COMMENTS

PREFERRED	ALTERNATIVE	
TO	BE	SELECTED

FINAL	ENVIRONMENTAL	
IMPACT	STATEMENT

1

2

3

In‐Person By	Mail

By	Phone Online
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Section C



Section C – New Location 
Alternatives
Alternative	D‐1 Alternative F‐1Alternative	A‐2 Alternative	C‐2

Section	C	includes	improvements	to	the	I‐26	/	I‐240	interchange	with	I‐40	and	the	
Brevard	Road	and	Smokey	Park	Highway	interchanges.

Provides	direct	flyover	ramps	
for	all	movements	at	the	

I‐26/I‐40/I‐240	interchange.	

Provides	two	flyover	ramps	and	
two	loop	ramps	at	the	

I‐26/I‐40/I‐240	interchange	
along	with	collector‐distributor	
roadways	in	both	directions	

along	I‐40	and	in	the	eastbound	
direction	along	I‐26.	

Provides	three	flyover	ramps	
and	one	loop	ramp	at	the	

I‐26/I‐40/I‐240	interchange.	

Reconstructs	the	existing	
I‐26/I‐40/I‐240	interchange	in	
the	same	general	configuration	
as	today	but	with	the	addition	
of	two	missing	connections	to	

I‐40.	



Section A



Section A – Upgrade Existing 
Roadway Alternative 

Section	A	includes	upgrading	
approximately	4.3	miles	of	
existing	I‐240	from	the	
I‐26/I‐240	interchange	with	I‐40	
to	the	I‐240	interchange	with	
Patton	Avenue,	west	of	the	
French	Broad	River.	This	includes	
upgrades	to	the	Brevard	Road,	
Amboy	Road,	and	Haywood	Road	
interchanges.



Section B



Section B – New Location 
Alternatives
Alternative	4 Alternative	4BAlternative	3 Alternative	3C

Separates	I‐240	and	I‐26,	with	
I‐26	running	north	along	a	new	
alignment	and	I‐240	continuing	
over	the	Captain	Jeff	Bowen	
Bridges	as	it	does	currently.	

Follows	the	same	alignment	as	
Alternative	3,	but	crosses	the	
French	Broad	River	on	two	
bridges	further	south.

Separates	the	local	traffic	on	
Patton	Avenue	from	the	I‐240	
through	traffic,	but	otherwise	
follows	a	similar	route	as	

Alternative	3.	

Also	separates	the	local	traffic	
on	Patton	Avenue	from	the	I‐
240	through	traffic,	otherwise	
following	a	similar	route	as	

alternative	3C.	

Section	B	includes	the	construction	of	the	interstate	on	new	location	from	the	Patton	
Avenue	interchange	north	for	approximately	2.6	miles	across	the	French	Broad	River,	

tying	into	US	19	/	23	/	70	south	of	Broadway	(SR	1781).	





Construction Phasing Concepts
Overview 



Construction Phasing 
Concepts  

SECTION A-A  
(BETWEEN BREVARD ROAD AND AMBOY ROAD) 



Construction Phasing 
Concepts  

SECTION B-B  
(SOUTH OF BRIDGE OVER STATE STREET) 



Construction Phasing 
Concepts  

SECTION C-C  
(NORTH OF HAYWOOD ROAD INTERCHANGE) 





STIP Projects in 
Vicinity
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Existing Greenways
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Buncombe County Greenways Overview DRAFT

NCDOT Complete Streets

Wilma Dykeman Riverway

Draft Plan Submitted for Review by Buncombe County: August 2012 Downloaded by URS: May 2014



Adopted by City of Asheville: November 12, 2013
Downloaded by URS: April 1, 2014



Multimodal 
Connectivity

This graphic presents locations of multimodal routes that will be studied in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).
Multimodal may include Greenways, Transit, Bicycle Improvements, or Sidewalks. 



West Asheville Greenway 
Overview Map



Proposed West Asheville 
Greenway



Conceptual Pedestrian Bridge










