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PROJECT COMMITMENTS 
 

Martin County 

Bridge No. 16 on NC 171 

Over Hardison Mill Creek 

Federal Aid Project No.  BRSTP-171 (14) 

State Project No. 8.1090601 

W.B.S. No. 33532.1.1 

T.I.P. No. B-4185 
 

 
COMMITMENTS FROM PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN 

 

All Design Groups/ Division Resident Construction Engineer 

 

A moratorium on in-water construction will be in place from February 15 to June 30 of 

any given year.  Division of Marine Fisheries is no longer requesting a moratorium for 

this project. 

 

Stream Crossing Guidelines for Anadromous Fish will be implemented in the design and 

construction of this project. 
 

In the attached Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) FHWA made the determination of 

“Adverse Effect” to the Farm Life Rural Historic District. A formal 4(f) is required for 

acquisition of property and temporary use of the Farm Life Rural Historic District. 

NCDOT will ensure that the following measures are carried out (MOA attached): 

 

I.  Recordation of the Mizell-Roberson House and Adjacent Areas in the Farm Life 

Rural Historic District (HEU-Historic Architecture) 

Prior to construction, NCDOT shall record the existing condition of the Mizell-

Roberson House and its surroundings in accordance with the attached Historic 

Structures and Landscape Recordation Plan [Appendix A]. Photodocumentation 

will be completed April 2013 

 
II.  Replacement Bridge Design (Structure Design Unit) 

NCDOT shall consult with the North Carolina SHPO on the design for the 

replacement bridge and provide the SHPO an opportunity to comment upon each 

phase of the design plans for the replacement bridge.  The North Carolina SHPO 

has requested a new one-bar metal rail on the new structure, finish is negotiable.  

 

III. Access to the Mizell-Roberson House (Division 1) 

NCDOT shall provide the owners of the Mizell-Roberson House access to their 

house and property during construction.  
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IV. Staging Areas in the Farm Life Rural Historic District (Division 1) 

Proposed staging areas within the Farm Life Rural Historic District must meet the 

following constraints: no impact to historic structures; minimal impact to existing 

vegetation; no impact to cemeteries or individual graves; and easy access to 

property and structures within the historic district.   

 

V. Replacement Plantings in Construction Area (Roadside Environmental) 

Replacement plantings will be placed in accordance with NCDOT’s Guidelines 

for Planting within Highway Right-of-Way.  NCDOT’s Historic Architecture 

Group and Bridge Group will consult with the property owners in the affected 

area to replace, in kind, trees, shrubs, and other plantings removed for 

construction of the temporary alignment.  Preliminary Post-Construction 

Landscape Design plans will be provided to SHPO and the concurring parties for 

their review and comment.  All new plant materials will be warranted for two 

growing seasons and replaced by NCDOT if they fail within that time period. 

 
  

Hydraulics Unit- FEMA Coordination 
 
The Hydraulics Unit will coordinate with the NC Floodplain Mapping Program (FMP), 
the delegated state agency for administering FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program, 
to determine status of project with regard to applicability of NCDOT’s Memorandum of 
Agreement with FMP (dated 6/5/08), or approval of a Conditional Letter of Map 
Revision (CLOMR) and subsequent final Letter of Map Revision (LOMR). 
 
Division Construction-FEMA 

 

This project involves construction activities on or adjacent to FEMA-regulated stream(s). 

Therefore, the Division shall submit sealed as-built construction plans to the Hydraulics 

Unit upon completion of project construction, certifying that the drainage structure(s) and 

roadway embankment that are located within the 100-year floodplain were built as shown 

in the construction plans, both horizontally and vertically. 

 
 

COMMITMENTS FROM PERMITTING 
 

Natural Environment Section 
 
Compensatory mitigation for impacts to 0.79 acre of wetlands associated with the 
proposed project shall be provided in accordance with the above and in association with 
the document titled “B-4185 Mitigation Plan, Bridge No. 16 on NC 171 over Hardison 
Mill Creek, Martin County” dated November 20, 2012.   
The updated 404 permit lists the correct impact amount of 0.60 acre versus the previous 
amount of 0.79 acre. 
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Rivenbark, Chris

From: Biddlecome, William J SAW <William.J.Biddlecome@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2013 3:23 PM

To: Manley, Chris; Rivenbark, Chris

Cc: Ward, Garcy

Subject: TIP # B-4185, Bridge # 16 on NC Highway 171 crossing Hardison Mill Creek, Corp 

Action ID # SAW-2006-40479 (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Caveats: NONE 

 

 

 

Chris, 

 

 

 

For the above issued/authorized  permit dated February 8, 2013 the following revisions and changes are implemented 

for this authorization.  Additional Special Conditions d and e are hereby eliminated and are not applicable to this action 

and Additional Spe �cial Condi,on  n is hereby modified to read Compensatory mi,ga,on for impacts to 0.60 acres of 

wetlands associated with the proposed project shall be provided in accordance with the above  (additional special 

condition m) and in association with the do �cument ,tled B-4185 Mitigation Plan, Bridge No. 16 on NC 171 over 

� �Hardison Mill Creek, Mar,n County  dated November 20, 2012.  

 

 

 

Please include this e-mail correspondence as an official part of this permit action.  If you have any questions please feel 

free to contact me.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

Bill Biddlecome 

Regulatory Project Manager 

Washington Regulatory Field Office 

2407 West 5th Street 

Washington, North Carolina 27889 

(910) 251-4558 

william.j.biddlecome@usace.army.mil 

 

We at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Branch are committed to improving service to our customers.  We 

would appreciate your feedback on how we are performing our duties.  Our automated Customer Service Survey is 

located at: 

 

 

 

http://per2.nwp.usace.army.mil/survey.html 

 

 

 

























































































B-4185 Mitigation Plan 

Bridge No.16 on NC 171 over Hardison Mill Creek 

Martin County 

33532.1.1 

11/20/2012 

 

1.0 Baseline:  

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) will perform onsite mitigation for 

wetland impacts associated with STIP B-4185, Bridge No. 16 on NC 171 over Hardison Mill 

Creek. The project is located in the southeast section of Martin County approximately 0.3 miles 

from SR 1542 Noah Roberson Road. Development in the area is agricultural and residential in 

nature. The selected alternative will replace the existing 100 foot bridge with a 150 foot long 

bridge approximately 15 feet due west of the existing location with two 12 foot lanes and 3 foot 

offsets on each side. All jurisdictional streams and wetlands in the study area of the bridge are 

located within USGS HUC 03010107. Permanent wetland impacts for this project are 0.60 acres 

of Cypress-Gum Swamp also classified by NCWAM as Riverine Swamp Forest. Additional 

information about this project can be found in the Categorical Exclusion dated April 18, 2012.  

 

2.0 Site Selection: 

Hardison Mill Creek has a well-developed floodplain on both the east and west sides of the 

project area. The wetlands in the floodplain of Hardison Mill Creek paralleling the causeway are 

Cypress-Gum Swamp. These wetlands consist of a mature forest dominated by water tupelo 

(Nyssa aquatica) and bald cypress (Taxodium distichum).The wetland areas comprise 

approximately 4.5 acres of the project study area and are in all four quadrants of the bridge 

project.  The causeway fill consist of approximately 8 feet of material placed in an area that was 

historically wetlands.  

   

3.0 Site Protection Instrument:   

NCDOT will manage the proposed mitigation site to prohibit all use inconsistent with its use as 

mitigation property, including any activity that would materially alter the biological integrity or 

functional and educational value of the site, consistent with the mitigation plan. The site will be 

placed on the NES mitigation geodatabase and protected in perpetuity.  

 

 



4.0 Objectives: 

The goal of the project is to restore 0.29 acres of Cypress Gum Swamp.  The functional 

restoration of the mitigation site will be accomplished through the removal of approximately 

12,632 square feet (0.29 acres) of existing causeway.   

 

 

5.0 Mitigation Work Plan: 

The mitigation site will be constructed in conjunction with STIP B-4185. Construction activities 

involve pavement, causeway and bridge removal, site grading and site planting. The fill material 

that will be removed is approximately 8 feet in depth, approximately 22 feet in width at a 

maximum and approximately 457 feet paralleling the new approach and bridge. Once the 

pavement and causeway have been excavated, the areas will be graded to match existing 

adjacent reference wetland elevation as well as being ripped, and disked if necessary. Attached 

are the design plans of the areas that will be removed.  

 

The Natural Environment Section shall be contacted to provide construction assistance to 

ensure that the mitigation site is constructed appropriately. 

 

Following the successful completion of site grading, the mitigation site will be planted on 8 foot 

centers with native species typical of the reference wetland community including water tupelo 

(Nyssa aquatica) and bald cypress (Taxodium distichum) depending on seedling availability. 

Native grass seed and mulch will also be placed on any disturbed areas within the wetland 

restoration site for stabilization purposes according to the guidance and standard procedures of 

NCDOT’s Roadside Environmental Unit.  An as-built report will be submitted within 60 days of 

completion of the project 

 

6.0 Performance Standards: 

Success for vegetation monitoring within the mitigation site is based on the survival of at least 

260 stems of five year old trees at year five. Hydrologic success is based on grading the 

restoration area to the target elevation. The target elevation is based on the adjacent reference 

wetland areas and will be verified during construction. Constructing the site to the adjacent 

wetland elevation will ensure the hydrology in the restored area is comparable to the hydrology 

in the reference area. 

 

7.0 Monitoring Requirements: 

Upon successful completion of construction, the vegetation monitoring is proposed for the 0.29 

acre wetland restoration. This will consist of counts of planted stems within vegetation plots 

established within the wetland areas.  No specific hydrological monitoring is proposed. These 

monitoring activities will be conducted annually for over a five year period and documented in 

an annual report distributed to the regulatory agencies. 



8.0 Other Information: 

N/A 

  

9.0 Determination of Credits: 

Per the NCDOT plans and 401/404 permit application for STIP B-4185; NCDOT proposes to 

restore 0.29 acres of riparian wetlands to mitigate for permanent impacts associated with the 

project at a 1:1 ratio.  The success of the mitigation area and determination of final credits will 

be based upon successful completion of the mitigation plan and closeout of the monitoring 

period.  

 

9.1 Credit Release Schedule: 

NCDOT proposes immediate, full release of the proposed 0.29 acres of restored riparian 

wetlands at a 1:1 ratio as on-site mitigation for the riparian wetland impacts associated with      

B-4185.  

10.0 Geographic Service Area: 

The proposed Geographic Service Area (GSA) for the mitigation area is composed of the 

Hydrologic Cataloging Unit (HUC) (03010107). All wetland credits will be used for B-4185. 

 

11.0 Maintenance Plan: 

The site will be held by NCDOT and placed on the NES mitigation geodatabase. Once monitoring 

is completed and the site is closed out, it will be placed in the NCDOT Stewardship Program for 

long term maintenance and protection.  

 

12.0 LONG TERM ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The site will be managed by NCDOT according to the mitigation plan. In the event that 

unforeseen issues arise that affect the management of the site, any remediation will be 

addressed by NCDOT in coordination with the Interagency Review Team. 

 



 

13.0 FINANCIAL ASSURANCES 

The site will be managed by NCDOT with its own distinct cost center number within the NCDOT 

budgeting and financial tracking system. Therefore, all accounting for revenues, contract 

encumbrances, fund transfers, and expenses will be performed and reported independent from 

other capital budget or operating budget accounting. 

 

 

 

 


































