STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

JOSH STEIN J.R. “JOEY” HOPKINS
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

March 6, 2025

MEMORANDUM TO: Division Environmental and Construction Units

FROM: M K Michael A. Turchy, ECAP Group Leader
Environmental Analysis Unit

SUBJECT: Environmental Permits for the [-85/[-485 interchange improvements in
Mecklenburg County, Division 10, TIP: I-6016.

Please find enclosed the following permits for this project:

Agency Permit Type Permit Expiration
US Army Corps of Engineers . . .
Section 404 Clean Water Act Permit I March 14, 2026
NC Division of Water Resources Individual Certification No. 007493 March 14, 2026

Section 401 Water Quality Certification

Work is authorized by the above referenced permit provided it is accomplished in strict accordance with
the permitted plans. The Environmental Coordination and Permitting Group or the Division Environmental
Office must be consulted if any deviation from the permit(s) is required.

The General Conditions and Certifications for Nationwide and Regional Permits can be referenced at:
https://xfer.services.ncdot.gov/pdea/Permlssued/ General Conditions and Certifications/

The Project Commitments “Greensheet” is located on the Preconstruction SharePoint Dashboard at:
https://connect.ncdot.gov/site/preconstruction

Mailing Address: Location:
NC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Telephone: (919) 707-6000 1000 BIRCH RIDGE DRIVE
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS UNIT Customer Service: 1-877-368-4968 RALEIGH NC 27610
1598 MAIL SERVICE CENTER .

RALEIGH NC 27699-1598 Website: www.ncdot.gov



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, WILMINGTON DISTRICT
WILMINGTON REGULATORY OFFICE
69 DARLINGTON AVENUE
WILMINGTON NORTH CAROLINA 28403

March 4, 2025

Regulatory Division
SAW-2025-00063

Sent Via email: ekcheely@ncdot.gov

Erin Cheely, Western Team Lead
Environmental Coordination & Permitting
North Carolina Department of Transportation
1598 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1598

Dear Ms. Cheely:

This letter is in response to the Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) you submitted to
the Wilmington District, WRDA / Transportation Branch on January 9, 2025, for a
Department of the Army Nationwide permit (NWP) verification. This project has been
assigned the file number SAW-2025-00063 and is known as NCDOT, 1-6016, Interstate
85 (1-85), Sam Wilson Road and Interstate 485 (I-485) Interchange and Roadway
Improvements in Mecklenburg County, N.C. This file number should be referenced in all
correspondence concerning this project.

A review of the information provided indicates that the proposed work would include
Interstate and Interchange improvements on and along 1.42-mile-long segment of 1-85
associated with the 1-85 and 1-485 interchange. These improvements will include the
permanent placement of cut/fill/structure in a total of 216 linear feet (If), the permanent
placement of 36 If of bank stabilization, temporary placement of bank stabilization in 36
If, and a total of 108 If of temporary dewatering activities in unnamed tributaries to
Catawba River. The project area for this determination includes an approximate 37
acres area which is illustrated on the enclosed site plans/maps. The project/review area
is located across tributaries of Catawba River; at location on and along a segment of I-
85, Sam Wilson Road Interchange, 1-85/1-485 Interchange and I-485 from a location just
east of the I-85 crossing of Catawba River through the 1-85/1485 Interchange to a
location east of 1-85/1-485 Interchange,, at Latitude 35.249510 and Longitude -
80.969140; in Charlotte, Mecklenburg County, North Carolina.

We have determined that the proposed work is authorized by Nationwide Permit 14
(NWP-14) pursuant to authorities under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C
§ 1344). The proposed work must be accomplished in strict accordance with the general
permit conditions, any regional conditions, the special conditions listed in this letter, the
application materials, and the enclosed plans. If the extent of the project area and/or



nature of the authorized impacts to waters are modified, a revised PCN must be
submitted to this office for written approval before work is initiated. Any violation of
permit conditions or deviation from your submitted plans may subject the permittee to
enforcement action.

This verification is valid until March 14, 2026, unless prior to this date the subject
NWHP(s) is suspended, revoked, or is modified such that the activity no longer complies
with the terms and conditions of this NWP. If you commence or are under contract to
commence this activity before the date that the relevant NWP is modified or revoked,
you will have 12 months from the date of the modification or revocation of the NWP to
complete the activity under the present terms and conditions of this NWP.

Project Specific Special Conditions:

1. All work must be performed in strict compliance with (a) the description of
work in the PCN and (b) the Wetlands and Surface Water Impact Permit
Drawing(s) (Permit Plans) in the application dated January 7, 2025. Any
modification to the description of work and/or the permit plans must be
approved by the USACE prior to implementation.

2. The permittee shall require its contractors and/or agents to comply with the
terms and conditions of this authorization letter in the construction and
maintenance of this project and shall provide each of its contractors and/or
agents associated with the construction or maintenance of this project with a
copy of this authorization letter, all conditions, and any authorized
modifications. A copy of this authorization letter, all conditions, and any
authorized modifications, shall be available at the project site during
construction and maintenance of this project.

3. Since suitable habitat for tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus) may be present
in the 1-6016 project area, the permittee agrees to implement the follow
conservation measures for the NCDOT, I-6016, Interstate 85 (I-85), Sam
Wilson Road and Interstate 485 (1-85) Interchange and Roadway
Improvements in Mecklenburg County, N.C.:

a. Should two years pass between the completed structure surveys for bats
and the start of construction, surveys will be repeated to ensure absence
of roosting bats.

4, In order to compensate for impacts associated with this permit, mitigation
shall be provided in accordance with the provisions outlined on the most
recent version of the attached Compensatory Mitigation Responsibility
Transfer Forms. The requirements of these forms, including any special
conditions listed on these forms, are hereby incorporated as special
conditions of this permit authorization.



5. NCDOT Project Manager and NCDOT Cultural Resources Group will
continue coordination to minimize impacts to gravesites identified within Mt.
Zion Cemetery and develop a plan for potential relocations if impacts
cannot be avoided to comply with North Carolina General Statutes Chapter
65 (Cemeteries).

This NWP verification does not preclude the necessity to obtain any other Federal,
State, or local permits, licenses, and/or certifications, which may be required.

If you have any questions related to this verification or have issues accessing
documents referenced in this letter, please contact Stephen Brumagin, WRDA Project
Manager of the WRDA / Transportation Branch at (704) 798-6471, by mail at the above
address, or by email at stephen.a.brumagin@usace.army.mil. Please take a moment to
complete our customer satisfaction survey located at
https://regulatory.ops.usace.army.mil/customer-service-survey/.

Sincerely,

JA St e

M. Scott Jones, PWS
WRDA / Transportation Branch Chief
USACE - Wilmington District

Enclosures
Project Plans
401 WQC
NWP-14

cc (w/enclosures)

William Barrett, NCDOT (via wabarrett@ncdot.gov)
Joel Howard, NCDOT Div 10 (via jmhoward@ncdot.gov)



Compliance Certification Form

File Number: SAW-2025-00063 County: Mecklenburg
Permittee: North Carolina Department of Transportation , Erin Cheely

Project Name: NCDOT, 1-6016, Interstate 85 (I-85), Sam Wilson Road and Interstate
485 (1-85) Interchange and Roadway Improvements in Mecklenburg County, N.C.

Date Verification Issued: 2/3/2025
Project Manager: Stephen Brumagin

Upon completion of the activity authorized by this permit and any mitigation required by
the permit, sign this certification and return it to the following address:

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
Wilmington District
Attn: Stephen Brumagin
Charlotte Field Office
8430 University Executive Park Drive Suite 615
Charlotte, NC 28262
or
stephen.a.brumagin@usace.army.mil

Please note that your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by a U. S.
Army Corps of Engineers representative. Failure to comply with any terms or conditions
of this authorization may result in the Corps suspending, modifying or revoking the
authorization and/or issuing a Class | administrative penalty, or initiating other
appropriate legal action.

| hereby certify that the work, and mitigation (if applicable), authorized by the above
referenced permit has been completed in accordance with the terms and conditions of
the said permit including any general or specific conditions.

Date Authorized Work Started: Completed:

Describe any deviations from permit (attach drawing(s) depicting the deviations):

*Note: The description of any deviations on this form does not constitute approval by the Corps.

Signature of Permittee Date









From: Youngman, Holland J

To: Barrett, William A

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] I-6016 Informal Concurrence Request
Date: Thursday, January 2, 2025 2:23:49 PM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the
Report Message button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab.

Hi Bill, A response to your request for informal conference on tricolored bat is provided below.
Please let me know if anything additional is needed for this project.

Informal Conference for Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis subflavus) Relating to the Subject Project - FWS
Log #25-118

We have reviewed the information you submitted and the following is provided in accordance with
the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C.§ 4321 et seq.); the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 661 - 667¢e); and section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 - 1543) (Act).

NCDOT proposes improvements to the |-85/1-485 Interchange in Charlotte near Belmont,
Mecklenburg County. The action area is within a developed interstate corridor interspersed with
portions of intact forest . Tree clearing was previously completed within the action area. Bridge and
culvert replacement, percussive actions, lighting replacement, and night work with temporary
lighting will occur. According to the information provided, suitable bat roosting structures were
surveyed for bats and signs of bats on August 1, 2024, and results were negative. No conservation
measures associated with the proposed work were provided, though the following is assumed based
on NCDOT's operational procedures:

1. Should two years pass between the completed structure surveys for bats and the start of
construction, surveys will be repeated to ensure absence of roosting bats.

The information provided indicates that “No Effect” (NE) determinations have been made for
Michaux's sumac (Rhus michauxii), smooth coneflower (Echinacea laevigata), and Schweinitz's
sunflower (Helianthus schweinitzii). In instances of suitable habitat being absent from the action
area, we would agree that NE determinations are appropriate. In instances where suitable habitat is
present and botanical surveys conducted during the optimal survey window and within the past 1 or
2 years (depending on the species) have negative results, we would concur with a biological
determination of “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” (NLAA). This information is provided for
the sake of the administrative record.

On September 14, 2022, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service published a proposal in the Federal
Register to list the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus) as endangered under the Act. As a result,
NCDOT has requested a conference for the tricolored bat as the project may be on-going after the
effective date of any final listing rule, if one is published. Based on the information provided, the
negative survey results, and the existing conditions within the action area, we have determined that
the proposed project will not jeopardize the continued existence of the tricolored bat. Additionally,
we would concur with the NCDOT'’s determination that the project is NLAA the tricolored bat should


mailto:holland_youngman@fws.gov
mailto:wabarrett@ncdot.gov





it become listed.

Conservation Recommendations: Conservation recommendations are discretionary agency activities
to minimize or avoid adverse effects of a proposed action on listed/proposed species or critical
habitat, to help implement recovery plans, or to develop information.

- Structure Demolition: Avoid conducting demolition of suitable bat roosting structures during the
pup season (May 1 - July 15). These dates are for the year-round active zone 1, as explained in
Appendix L of the Service’s Range-wide Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat Survey Guidelines:
https://www.fws.gov/media/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-
guidelines. This guidance includes tricolored bat.

- Lighting:

¢ Should night work occur from April 1 - July 15, direct temporary lighting at the work area and
shield lighting from illuminating the surrounding landscape, especially any waterbodies and
riparian areas. Turn lighting off when not needed for safety or ongoing work.

¢ When installing new or replacing existing permanent lights, use downward-facing, full cut-off
lens lights (with same intensity or less for replacement lighting); or for those transportation
agencies using the Backlight-Uplight-Glare (BUG) system developed by the llluminating
Engineering Society, the goal is to be as close to O for all three ratings with a priority of
"uplight" of 0 and "backlight" as low as practicable.

e Use light fixtures with a lower lumen output, reducing overall brightness, and use the shortest
light poles that meet highway and safety requirements.

e Prioritize use of low-pressure sodium (LPS), high-pressure sodium (HPS), or LED light sources
that emit “warm” light. “Warm” light sources are those that contain low amounts of blue light
in their spectrum. Choosing light sources with a color temperature of no more than 3,000
Kelvins will minimize the effects of blue light exposure. If using LEDs, use lights with Type | or Il
distribution patterns that create rectangular lighting patterns that limit light spill into adjacent
habitats.

-Riparian Replanting: Because the removal of forested riparian habitat can affect the quality and
suitability of foraging and commuting habitat for bats, we recommend replanting any impacted
riparian zones with native, fast-growing trees and shrubs that would serve to block light pollution
and improve the quality of the habitat not only for bats but for aquatic species. Examples of
potential native tree species to plant include: Sycamore, tulip poplar, black cherry and river birch.
Planting with established (e.g. containerized) young trees can increase the survival rate of plantings
and contribute to faster improvement of riparian habitat.

We believe the requirements under section 7 of the Act are fulfilled for the federally listed species
discussed above. However, obligations under section 7 must be reconsidered if: (1) new information
reveals impacts of this proposed action may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner not
previously considered, (2) this proposed action is subsequently modified in a manner that was not
considered in this review, or (3) a new species is listed, or critical habitat is determined that may be
affected by the proposed action.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments. In any future correspondence on this
project, please reference FWS Log # 25-118.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Fmedia%2Frange-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines&data=05%7C02%7Cwabarrett%40ncdot.gov%7Cb535bb05f8b4433233f808dd2b62fad6%7C7a7681dcb9d0449a85c3ecc26cd7ed19%7C0%7C0%7C638714426290284137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9TJT%2BmvhCEfMOFLenHKn6dLSqDBwrXTwYE1iF5PeJ2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Fmedia%2Frange-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines&data=05%7C02%7Cwabarrett%40ncdot.gov%7Cb535bb05f8b4433233f808dd2b62fad6%7C7a7681dcb9d0449a85c3ecc26cd7ed19%7C0%7C0%7C638714426290284137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9TJT%2BmvhCEfMOFLenHKn6dLSqDBwrXTwYE1iF5PeJ2Y%3D&reserved=0

Sincerely,

Holland Youngman

(she/her)

Wildlife Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Asheville Ecological Services Field Office

160 Zillicoa Street, Asheville, North Carolina, 28801
Cell: 828-575-3920

From: Barrett, William A <wabarrett@ncdot.gov>

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2024 8:48 AM

To: Youngman, Holland J <holland_youngman@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] I-6016 Informal Concurrence Request

Hi Holland,

Thanks for the verification of receipt!

Regards,
Bill

William A. Barrett

ECAP Environmental Coordinator
Environmental Analysis Unit

North Carolina Department of Transportation

919 707 6103 office
919 302 1908 mobile

wabarrett@ncdot.gov

1598 Mail Service Center (Mail)
Raleigh, NC 27699-1598

1000 Birch Ridge Drive (Delivery)
Raleigh, NC 27610

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
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WETLAND AND SURFACE WATER IMPACTS SUMMARY
WETLAND IMPACTS SURFACE WATER IMPACTS
Hand Existing | Existing
Permanent| Temp. Excavation | Mechanized | Clearing | Permanent | Temp. Channel | Channel | Natural
Site Station Structure Fill In Fill In in Clearing in SW SW Impacts | Impacts | Stream
No. (From/To) Size / Type Wetlands | Wetlands | Wetlands | in Wetlands | Wetlands impacts impacts |Permanent| Temp. Design
(ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ft) (ft) (ft)
1 -LSB- Sta. 22+49 - 22+58 LT Spin Casting Installation <0.01 43
-LSB- Sta. 21+94 - 22+00 RT Spin Casting Installation <0.01 10
2 -CD- Sta. 15+78 - 16+11 LT Extend 2@6'x6' RCBC 0.01 49
-CD- Sta. 15+99 - 16+36 LT Bank Stabilization < 0.01 < 0.01 36 36
3 -CD- Sta. 20+28 - 22+13 LT Roadway Fill & Channel Change 0.02 <0.01 167 55
TOTALS™: 0.04 0.02 252 144 0

*Rounded totals are sum of actual impacts
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