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May 27, 2025

Mr. Jamie J. Lancaster, PE

Environmental Analysis Unit

North Carolina Department of Transportation
1598 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina, 27699-1598
jjlancaster@ncdot.gov

Subject: 401 Water Quality Certification Pursuant to Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water Act with
ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS for Proposed Replacement of Bridge 111 on SR 1573 in McDowell
County, State Project No. DF18313.2059011.PR
NCDWR Project No. 20250669

Dear Mr. Lancaster

Attached hereto is a copy of Certification No. 7914 issued to The North Carolina Department of Transportation
(NCDOT) dated May 27, 2025.

This approval is for the purpose and design described in your application. The plans and specifications for this
project are incorporated by reference as part of this Water Quality Certification. If you change your project, you
must notify the Division and you may be required to submit a new application package with the appropriate fee. If
the property is sold, the new owner must be given a copy of this Certification and is responsible for complying with
all conditions. [15A NCAC 02H .0507(d)(2)]. This Certification does not relieve the permittee of the responsibility
to obtain all other required Federal, State, or Local approvals before proceeding with the project, including those
required by, but not limited to, Sediment and Erosion Control, Non-Discharge, Water Supply Watershed, and Trout
Buffer regulations.

If we can be of further assistance, do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

[Smsm .(/odﬁ(uw

375CAE2BB9F540C...

Richard E. Rogers Jr, Director
Division of Water Resources

Attachments

Cc:

Lori Beckwith, US Army Corps of Engineers Asheville Office (Loretta.A.Beckwith@usace.army.mil)
Michael Turchy, NCDOT Environmental Analysis Unit (maturchy @ncdot.gov)

Mike Sanderson, NCDOT Division 13 Environmental Officer (jmsanderson@ncdot.gov)

Dave McHenry, NC Wildlife Resources Commission Western Coordinator (david.mchenry @ncwildlife.org)
Amy Anino, NC DWR Asheville Regional Office (amy.annino@deq.nc.gov)

File Copy

::bk North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality | Division of Water Resources
A 512 North Salisbury Street | 1650 Mail Service Center | Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1650

NORTH CAROLINA
Seprimirt ofEvimentl numv 919.707.9000
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401 Water Quality Certification Pursuant to Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water Act with ADDITIONAL
CONDITIONS

THIS CERTIFICATION is issued in conformity with the requirements of Section 401 Public Laws 92-500 and
95-217 of the United States and subject to the North Carolina Division of Water Resources NCDWR) Regulations
in 15 NCAC 2H .0500. This certification authorizes the NCDOT to impact 150 linear feet of jurisdictional streams
in McDowell County. The project shall be constructed pursuant to the application dated received May 21, 2025.
The authorized impacts are as described below:

Stream Impacts in the Catawba River Basin

Site Streambank Stabilization to Temporary Fill in Perennial Total Stream Impact
Perennial Stream (linear ft) Stream (linear ft) (linear ft)
Total 51 99 150

Total Stream Impact for Project: 150 linear feet

The application provides adequate assurance that the discharge of fill material into the waters of the Catawba River
Basin in conjunction with the proposed development will not result in a violation of applicable Water Quality
Standards and discharge guidelines. Therefore, the State of North Carolina certifies that this activity will not violate
the applicable portions of Sections 301, 302, 303, 306, 307 of PL 92-500 and PL 95-217 if conducted in accordance
with the application and conditions hereinafter set forth.

This approval is only valid for the purpose and design that you submitted in your application dated received May 21,
2025. Should your project change, you are required to notify the NCDWR and submit a new application. If the
property is sold, the new owner must be given a copy of this Certification and approval letter, and is thereby
responsible for complying with all the conditions. If any additional wetland impacts, or stream impacts, for this
project (now or in the future) exceed 0.1 acre or 300 linear feet, respectively, additional compensatory mitigation
may be required as described in 15A NCAC 2H .0506 (h) (6) and (7).

For this approval to remain valid, you are required to comply with all the conditions listed below. In addition, you
should obtain all other federal, state or local permits before proceeding with your project including (but not limited
to) Sediment and Erosion control, Coastal Stormwater, Non-discharge and Water Supply watershed regulations.
This Certification shall expire on the same day as the expiration date of the corresponding Corps of Engineers
Permit.

This Water Quality Certification neither grants nor affirms any property right, license, or privilege in any lands

or waters, or any right of use in any waters. This Water Quality Certification does not authorize any person to
interfere with the riparian rights, littoral rights, or water use rights of any other person and does not create any
prescriptive right or any right of priority regarding any usage of water. This Water Quality Certification shall not be
interposed as a defense in any action respecting the determination of riparian or littoral rights or other rights to water
use. No consumptive user is deemed by virtue of this Water Quality Certification to possess any prescriptive or
other right of priority with respect to any other consumptive user regardless of the quantity of the withdrawal or the
date on which the withdrawal was initiated or expanded. Upon the presentation of proper credentials, the

Division may inspect the property.

Conditions of Certification:
1. The post-construction removal of any temporary bridge structures must return the project site to its

preconstruction contours and elevations. The impacted areas shall be revegetated with appropriate native species.
[I5A NCAC 02H .0506(b)(2)]

NORTH CAROLINA
919.7079000

Department of Environmental Quality

'—"3§ North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality | Division of Water Resources
e ) 512 North Salisbury Street | 1650 Mail Service Center | Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1650
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Sedimentation Pollution Control Act and the Mining Act of 1971. If the project occurs in waters or watersheds
classified as Trout (Tr) then the sedimentation and erosion control designs shall comply with the requirements set
forth in 15A NCAC 04B .0124, Design Standards in Sensitive Watersheds. [I5A NCAC 02H.0506(b)(3) and (¢)(3)]

This Certification shall become null and void unless the above conditions are made conditions of the Federal 404
and/or Coastal Area Management Act Permit. This Certification shall expire upon the expiration of the 404 or
CAMA permit. Please be aware that impacting waters without first applying for and securing the issuance of a 401
Water Quality Certification violates Title 15A of the North Carolina Administrative Code (NCAC) 2H .0500. Title
15A NCAC 2H .0500 requires certifications pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act whenever construction
or operation of facilities will result in a discharge into navigable waters, including wetlands, as described in 33 Code
of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 323. It also states any person desiring issuance of the State certification or
coverage under a general certification required by Section 401 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act shall file
with the Director of the North Carolina Division of Water Quality. Violations of any condition herein set forth may
result in revocation of this Certification and may result in criminal and/or civil penalties. Pursuant to G.S. 143-
215.6A, these violations and any future violations are subject to a civil penalty assessment of up to a maximum of
$25,000.00 per day for each violation.

This approval and its conditions are final and binding unless contested [G.S. 143-215.5]. Please be aware that
impacting waters without first applying for and securing the issuance of a 401 Water Quality Certification violates
Title 15A of the North Carolina Administrative Code (NCAC) 2H .0500. Title 15A NCAC 2H .0500 requires
certifications pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act whenever construction or operation of facilities will
result in a discharge into navigable waters, including wetlands, as described in 33 Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR) Part 323. It also states any person desiring issuance of the State certification or coverage under a general
certification required by Section 401 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act shall file with the Director of the
North Carolina Division of Water Quality. Pursuant to G.S. 143-215.6A, these violations and any future violations
are subject to a civil penalty assessment of up to a maximum of $25,000.00 per day for each violation.

This Certification can be contested as provided in Chapter 150B of the North Carolina General Statutes by filing a
Petition for a Contested Case Hearing (Petition) with the North Carolina Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH)
within sixty (60) calendar days. Requirements for filing a Petition are set forth in Chapter 150B of the North
Carolina General Statutes and Title 26 of the North Carolina Administrative Code. Additional information regarding
requirements for filing a Petition and Petition forms may be accessed at http://www.ncoah.con/ or by calling the
OAH Clerk’s Office at (919) 431-3000.

A party filing a Petition must serve a copy of the Petition on:
William F. Lane, General Counsel

Department of Environmental Quality

1601 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1601

If the party filing the Petition is not the permittee, then the party must also serve the recipient of the Certification in
accordance with N.C.G.S 150B-23(a).
This the 27th day of May 2025

DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Susan .{/oda(uw

375CAE2BB9F540C...

Richard E. Rogers, Jr, Director

WQC No. 7914i

NORTH CAROLINA
919.7079000

Department of Environmental Quality

:3§ North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality | Division of Water Resources
A ) 512 North Salisbury Street | 1650 Mail Service Center | Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1650
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NCDOT

North Carolina Department of Transportation

Highway Stormwater Program
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

(Version 3.02; Released April 23, 2024) FOR NCDOT PROJECTS
WBS Element:  N/A TIP/Proj No:  DF1831.2059011.PR County(ies): Mcdowell Page 1 of 2
General Project Information
WBS Element: N/A |TIP Number:  |DF1831.2059011.PR | Project Type: [Bridge Replacement |Date: [3/19/2025
NCDOT Contact: Yates Allen (Division Environmental Officer) Contractor / Designer: TGS Engineers (David B. Petty, PE)
Address:|NCDOT Highway Division 13 Address:|706 Hillsborough Street
55 Orange Street Suite 200
Asheville NC, 28801 Raleigh NC, 27603
Phone:[828-250-3002 Phone:[919-773-8887 ext. 104
Email:|yallen@ncdot.gov Email: |dpetty@tgsengineers.com
City/Town: Marion County(ies): Mcdowell
River Basin(s): Catawba | CAMA County? No
Wetlands within Project Limits? No |
Project Description
Project Length (lin. miles or feet): 0.09 miles |  Surrounding Land Use: Rural: wooded, low-density residential, manufacturing plant
Proposed Project Existing Site
Project Built-Upon Area (ac.) 0.8 ac. 0.7 ac.
Typical Cross Section Description: Three 12' paved lanes with 3'-7' paved shoulders. Three 12' paved lane w/ 0-3' shoulders.
Annual Avg Daily Traffic (veh/hr/day): Design/Future: 390 | Year:|2050 Existing: 300 | Year:| 2024
General Project Narrative: NCDOT Project DF18313.2059011.PR involves the emergency replacement of Structure #580111 over North Fork Catawba River on SR-1573 (Pitts Station Rd) in McDowell
(Description of Minimization of Water County, NC north of Marion. The bridge was heavily damaged (westbound lane collapsed) during Hurricane Helene in September 2024. Proposed 2-span (1@70', 1@65’),
Quality Impacts) OAL=135 ft, 51 ft wide, 24” Cored Slab bridge to replace pre-existing 121 ft long by 40 ft wide (prestressed concrete cored slab units) 3-span bridge.

The proposed grade will be from 0.5'-1' above existing grade within the vicinity of the bridge and roughly match existing grade approximately 50 ft west and 300 ft east of the
bridge.

The existing bridge has openings in the bridge rail/wheel guard that allow for runoff to discharge directly into North Fork Catawba River. The proposed bridge will have no direct
discharge into the river. Stormwater runoff from the bridge will flow to rip rap pads directly outside of the shoulders in the northeast and southeast quadrants, where flow will be
diffused. All proposed stormwater runoff is discharged as far away from the stream and at the lowest velocities practicable.

A temporary workpad (causeway) will be used to remove an existing interior bent as well as construct the proposed bent. The causeway will have 1.5:1 side slopes to minimize
its size and will only extend approximately two feet above the normal water surface elevation to further minimize the effect on river hydraulics.

The existing temporary bridge upstream of the proposed bridge is to be removed and returned to natural conditions.

All impacts to the project have been minimized to the maximum extent practicable.




NCDOT

Highway ! North Carolina Department of Transportation
@M@ﬂm’% Highway Stormwater Program
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN
(Version 3.02; Released April 23, 2024) FOR NCDOT PROJECTS
WBS Element: N/A TIP/Proj No.: DF1831.2059011.PR County(ies): Mcdowell Page 2 of 2
General Project Information
Waterbody Information
Surface Water Body (1): North Fork Catawba River NCDWR Stream Index No.: 11-24-(2.5)
NCDWR Surface Water Classification for Water Body Primary Classification: Classie
Supplemental Classification: Trout Waters (Tr)

Other Stream Classification: None
Impairments: None
Aquatic T&E Species? No Comments:
NRTR Stream ID: North Fork Catawba River Buffer Rules in Effect: | N/A
Project Includes Bridge Spanning Water Body? Yes Deck Drains Discharge Over Buffer? |N/A Dissipator Pads Provided in Buffer? |

Deck Drains Discharge Over Water Body? No

(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

(If yes, describe in the General Project Narrative; if no, justify in the
General Project Narrative)

Surface Water Body (2):

NCDWR Stream Index No.:

NCDWR Surface Water Classification for Water Body

Primary Classification:

Supplemental Classification:

Other Stream Classification:

Impairments:

Aquatic T&E Species? Comments:

NRTR Stream ID:

Buffer Rules in Effect: |

Project Includes Bridge Spanning Water Body?

Deck Drains Discharge Over Buffer? |

Dissipator Pads Provided in Buffer? |

Deck Drains Discharge Over Water Body?

(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

(If yes, describe in the General Project Narrative; if no, justify in the
General Project Narrative)

Surface Water Body (3):

NCDWR Stream Index No.:

NCDWR Surface Water Classification for Water Body

Primary Classification:

Supplemental Classification:

Other Stream Classification:

Impairments:

Aquatic T&E Species? Comments:

NRTR Stream ID:

Buffer Rules in Effect: |

Project Includes Bridge Spanning Water Body?

Deck Drains Discharge Over Buffer? |

Dissipator Pads Provided in Buffer? |

Deck Drains Discharge Over Water Body?

(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

(If yes, describe in the General Project Narrative; if no, justify in the
General Project Narrative)
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OVERTOPPING ELEVATION = 14592 FT=
*OVERTOPPING ELEV.REPRESENTS
THE SAG WHICH OCCURS
@ -L- STAI5+30 LT EOP.
. DATE OF SITE VISIT = 1/14/2025
LOW SIDE LOW CHORD ON DATE OF STTE  WaIT = 14485 FT
EXISTING BRIDGE TO BE REMOVED
BEGIN GRADE
-L- STAI0+4106 =
E Z_/ 4g§2é2+9022' e lEils END. BRIDGE
b0 54 RISt IuELCREE KL
END GRADE
$ RS ShtsaRe a7 ik
$ Ve = jor PROPOSED GRADE
464 | B DS = 55 MPH 1,464
——————— '\:"""'""""'-----------Z--------_______W__________‘ / ‘@_/*——(—_)3'5_4?3 O (_)/.3208./'
1,460 A o SRR SSeERnRR s AR e e 1,460
\ i i / CLASS Il RIP RAP
| X ! : F KEY-IN 3.5’ (TYP.)
1,456 : : 77 nerd EXISTING GROUND 1,456
8'CAP i | i W) (W’ 231 0lovAll IREIRH N1 e s e e e et
i A : 2 SRbLEs s END CUT GRASSED SWALE
1492 oA i ] =[- STAT3#75 RT 1452
: = —~~ob @ H EL=1454.21
+[ 1,448 EXCAVATE TO Sk END STANDARD V GRASSED SWALE 1,448
3 ELEV. 1453’ BEGIN CUI GRASSED SWALE
= == STA.I1Z2+50 RT
5| 1444 EFL=1453.58 1,444
1.5:1 NORMAL SLOPE — —— EXCAVATERESTORE BANK TO ELEV. 1456.5
51 1,440 . W/CLASS Il RIP RAP NWS =1448.5’ 1,440
—— BANK STABILIZATION
CLASS Il RIP RAP
S A4se BEGIN. ' STANDARD 'V GRASSED SWALE 1434
L= STAJZH3 AT
B | a2 EL=1453.40 L3
TEMP WORKPAD AT ELEV 1450.5
511,428 1,428
TEMP WORKPAD 10’ PAST PROP BENT
7| 1,424 1424
% NOTES |FOR -L- PLAN, SEE SHEET NO. 4
5 [POINT] NORTH | EAST | ELEV. | DESCRIPTION
o 1. LIMIT TOTAL STREAMFLOW BLOCKAGE FROM [ BM1 ]7720000.6976 [1110265.7902] 1456.90" [RR SPIKE IN 16" POPLAR
z |H-420 TEMP WORKPAD TO NO MORE THAN 50% AT ONE 1420
o TIME.
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WETLAND AND SURACE WATER IMPACTS SUMMARY
WETLAND IMPACTS SURFACE WATER IMPACTS
Hand Existing Existing
Permanent| Temp. |Excavation|Mechanized | Clearing | Permanent| Temp. Channel Channel Natural
Site Station Structure Stream Fill In Fill In in Clearing in SW SW Impacts Impacts Stream
No. (From/To) Size / Type Name Wetlands | Wetlands | Wetlands | in Wetlands | Wetlands| impacts impacts | Permanent Temp. Design
(ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ft) (ft) (ft)
1 -L- 11+27 to 12+05 LT & RT  |Bank Stabilization/Temp Workpads/Temp Dewatering North Fork Catawba River 0.023 0.140 99 62
TOTALS*: 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.023 0.140 99 62 0

NOTES:

Revised 2018 Feb

*Rounded totals are sum of actual impacts

1. No wetlands were identified within the study area.
2. Estimate two trees greater than 3" DBH to be cleared.
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