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Location: 
1000 BIRCH RIDGE DRIVE 
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March 10, 2025 

 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:   Division Environmental and Construction Units 
 
FROM:    Michael A. Turchy, ECAP Group Leader 
    Environmental Analysis Unit 
     
SUBJECT: Environmental Permits for the proposed new interchange on I-26 (future 

exit 35) and roadway extension, Buncombe County, Division 13,  
TIP: HE-0001. 

 
 
Please find enclosed the following permits for this project: 
 

Agency Permit Type Permit Expiration 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Section 404 Clean Water Act Permit 

Individual Permit (dated 8/11/2023) 
Modification (dated 3/4/2025) 

December 31, 2028 

NC Division of Water Resources 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification 

Certification No. 5958 (dated 6/15/2023) 
Modification (dated 3/3/2025) 

December 31, 2028 

 
Work is authorized by the above referenced permit provided it is accomplished in strict accordance with 
the permitted plans. 
 
The Environmental Coordination and Permitting Group or the Division Environmental Office must be 
consulted if any deviation from the permit(s) is required. 
 
The General Conditions and Certifications for Nationwide and Regional Permits can be referenced at: 
https://xfer.services.ncdot.gov/pdea/PermIssued/_General_Conditions_and_Certifications/ 
 
The Project Commitments “Greensheet” is located on the Preconstruction SharePoint Dashboard at: 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/site/preconstruction 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
WILMINGTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS

69 DARLINGTON AVENUE 
WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA 28403-1343 

March 4, 2025

Regulatory Division

Action ID: SAW-2021-01535, STIP Project No. HE-0001 
 
 
 
North Carolina Department of Transportation 
Attn: Mr. Michael A. Turchy  
Environmental Coordination and Permitting Group Leader 
1598 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1598 
Sent Via Email: maturchy@ncdot.gov 

Dear Mr. Turchy: 
 
        I refer to your permit modification request dated February 5, 2025, for authorization 
to temporarily impact additional waters of the U.S. for construction of STIP Project No. 
HE-0001 in Buncombe County, North Carolina.  
 

As background, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) issued a Department 
of the Army Individual Permit (IP) to the North Carolina Department of Transportation 
(NCDOT) for the HE-0001 project on August 11, 2023, under file number SAW-2021-
01535. This permit authorized permanent impacts to 981 linear feet (lf) of stream and 
0.103 acre of wetland, and temporary impacts to 190 lf of stream, to construct a new 
interchange on Interstate 26 (I-26). The purpose of this project is to provide access to   
I-26 and improve east-west connectivity within the project vicinity to accommodate 
current and planned growth in Buncombe County. 
 

NCDOT has now requested authorization of an additional 295 lf of temporary 
stream impacts for dewatering and maintenance of soil and erosion control devices on 
this project. These additional temporary impacts are requested because NCDOT has 
concerns that the temporary stream impacts already authorized do not provide enough 
room for the pump around or the diversion channel option for dewatering. Additionally, 
these additional temporary impacts would allow flexibility to use the best diversion 
method, as appropriate, as well as to allow for improved maintenance of the diversion.   
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Your permit modification request dated February 5, 2025, was coordinated with 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), the N.C. Division of Water Resources (NCDWR), and the N.C. Wildlife 
Resources Commission (NCWRC). NCDWR issued a modification to the Section 401 
Water Quality Certification (WQC) for this project on March 3, 2025. The USACE then 
coordinated the modified 401 WQC with the EPA. We did not receive any objections to 
authorizing the additional temporary impacts. 

 
The USACE has also reviewed NCDOT’s modification request and has no 

objections. As such, NCDOT is authorized to temporarily impact an additional 295 lf of 
stream for dewatering and maintenance of soil and erosion control devices on the HE-
0001 project, conditioned on compliance with the general and special conditions of the 
original permit issued on August 11, 2023, and with the following additional conditions: 

 
1. This work shall be conducted in accordance with the enclosed plans titled, 

“WETLAND AND SURFACE WAER IMPACTS PERMIT”, Permit Drawing Sheets 
1-5, dated February 4, 2025.

 
2. This work shall be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the enclosed 

modified 401 WQC. 
 
3. As requested by NCWRC, the following condition will apply to this work: 

Temporarily impacted channels will be restored to their pre-impacted dimensions 
and the banks stabilized with coir matting prior to returning the streamflow into the 
dewatered channels and new pipes. Reforestation shall occur in the first 
appropriate planting window. 

 
 This expiration date of the USACE authorization for this project remains 
unchanged and is December 31, 2028. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Lori Beckwith, Regulatory Project 

Manager, WRDA/Transportation Permitting Branch at 
loretta.a.beckwith@usace.army.mil or at 828-230-0483. 

Sincerely, 

M. Scott Jones, PWS 
WRDA / Transportation Branch Chief 
USACE, Wilmington District 
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Enclosures 

Copies furnished by email with enclosures: 
 
USFWS, Ms. Holland Youngman 
USEPA, Ms. Amanetta Sommerville 
NCDWR, Ms. Amy Annino 
NCWRC, Mr. Dave McHenry 
NCDOT, Mr. Mike Sanderson 
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CULVERT DIVERSION CHANNEL

CULVERT CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCE STA. 26+50 -Y-

7. REMOVE SPECIAL STILLING BASIN(S) AND COMPLETE ROADWAY.

8. FINISH INLET/OUTLET IMPROVMENTS.

7. REMOVE IMPERVIOUS DIKE A AND CULVERT DIVERSION CHANNEL.

6. REMOVE IMPERVIOUS DIKES B AND C, ALLOWING FLOW THROUGH NEWLY CONSTRUCTED CULVERT. 

5. DEWATER WORK AREA, CONSTRUCT PROPOSED CULVERT AND INLET/OUTLET CHANNEL IMPROVEMENTS IN THE DRY.

4. INSTALL IMPERVIOUS DIKES B AND C, DIVERTING FLOW INTO TEMPORARY CHANNEL.

DIKE A FOR ONE SIDE OF THE CHANNEL.

3. CONSTRUCT CULVERT DIVERSION CHANNEL (3 FT BASE, 2.5 FT DEEP, 2:1 SIDE SLOPES). INSTALL IMPERVIOUS

2. UTILIZE SPECIAL STILLING BASIN(S) AS NEEDED.

1. BEGIN CULVERT CONSTRUCTION PRIOR TO ROADWAY FILL.
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CULVERT CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCE STA. 34+50 -Y-

CULVERT DIVERSION CHANNEL

9. REMOVE SPECIAL STILLING BASIN(S) AND COMPLETE ROADWAY.

8. FINISH INLET/OUTLET IMPROVEMENTS.

7. REMOVE IMPERVIOUS DIKE A AND CULVERT DIVERSION CHANNEL.

6. REMOVE IMPERVIOUS DIKES B AND C, ALLOWING FLOW THROUGH NEWLY CONSTRUCTED CULVERT.

5. DEWATER WORK AREA, CONSTRUCT PROPOSED CULVERT AND INLET/OUTLET CHANNEL IMPROVMENTS IN THE DRY.

4. INSTALL IMPERVIOUS DIKES B AND C, DIVERTING FLOW INTO TEMPORARY CHANNEL.

IMPERVIOUS DIKE A FOR ONE SIDE OF THE CHANNEL. 

3. CONSTRUCT CULVERT DIVERSION CHANNEL (3 FT BASE, 2.5 FT DEEP, 2:1 SIDE SLOPES). INSTALL

2. UTILIZE SPECIAL STILLING BASIN(S) AS NEEDED.

1. BEGIN CULVERT CONSTRUCTION PRIOR TO ROADWAY FILL.
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CULVERT CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCE STA. 39+00 -Y-

CULVERT DIVERSION CHANNEL

9. REMOVE SPECIAL STILLING BASIN(S) AND COMPLETE ROADWAY.

8. FINISH INLET/OUTLET IMPROVEMENTS.

7. REMOVE IMPERVIOUS DIKE A AND CULVERT DIVERSION CHANNEL.

6. REMOVE IMPERVIOUS DIKES B AND C, ALLOWING FLOW THROUGH NEWLY CONSTRUCTED CULVERT.

5. DEWATER WORK AREA, CONSTRUCT PROPOSED CULVERT AND INLET/OUTLET CHANNEL IMPROVEMENTS IN THE DRY.

4. INSTALL IMPERVIOUS DIKES B AND C, DIVERTING FLOW INTO THE TEMPORARY CHANNEL.

DIKE A FOR ONE SIDE OF THE CHANNEL.

3. CONSTRUCT CULVERT DIVERSION CHANNEL (3 FT BASE, 2.5 FT DEEP, 2:1 SIDE SLOPES). INSTALL IMPERVIOUS

2. UTILIZE SPECIAL STILLING BASIN(S) AS NEEDED.

1. BEGIN CULVERT CONSTRUCTION PRIOR TO ROADWAY FILL.

TS TS EXISTING TEMPORARY SURFACE WATER IMPACTS

S S EXISTING SURFACE WATER IMPACTS

TS TS NEW TEMPORARY SURFACE WATER IMPACTS
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TEMPORARY STREAM IMPACT

PERMANENT STREAM IMPACT

TEMPORARY STREAM IMPACT
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TEMPORARY STREAM IMPACT
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Hand Existing Existing 

Permanent Temp. Excavation Mechanized Clearing Permanent   Temp.   Channel Channel Natural 

Site Station Structure Fill In Fill In in Clearing in SW SW Impacts Impacts Stream

No. (From/To) Size / Type Wetlands Wetlands  Wetlands in Wetlands  Wetlands impacts impacts Permanent Temp. Design
   (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ft) (ft) (ft)

1 RPC 25+17 to 25+30 LT

Fill in Wetlands/Mechanized 
Clearing Due to Roadway 

Widening < 0.01   0.01       

2 RPC 31+75 to 32+62 LT

Fill in Wetlands/Mechanized 
Clearing due to Roadway 

Widening 0.02   0.03       

3RPC 34+99 to 36+35 RPD 11+38 to 15+16 LT

Stream relocated to Proposed 
Channel Due to Roadway 

Widening and Extension of 
Proposed 9'X7' RCBC and 66in 

RCP (292') < 0.01       512 73  

4 RPA 22+89 to 23+34

Inlet of Proposed 54in 
RCP/Mechanized Clearing Due 

to Roadway 
Widening and Installation of 

Proposed 54in RCP extension    0.02    50 16  

5 -Y- 26+12 to 26+39 Proposed 30in RCP        160 152  

6 -Y- 33+95 to 34+08
Excavation in Wetland Due to 
Outlet of Proposed 24in RCP   0.01        

6 -Y- 34+08 to 34+46 Proposed 24in RCP        114 152  

7 -Y- 38+34 to 38+94 Proposed 36in RCP        145 92  

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

TOTALS*: 0.03  0.01 0.06    981 485 0

*Rounded totals are sum of actual impacts

NOTES:
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