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U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
WILMINGTON DISTRICT 

 
Action Id.  SAW-2022-01869   County:  Beaufort County     U.S.G.S. Quad: Blounts Bay 

 
GENERAL PERMIT (REGIONAL AND NATIONWIDE) VERIFICATION 

 
Permittee:  Deanna Riffey 
 North Carolina Department of Transportation 
Address:  ECAP, Environmental Coordination and Permitting 
                               Raleigh NC, 27699-1598 
Telephone Number: *********** 
 
Size (acres)      20 acres                 Nearest Town Blounts Creek  
Nearest Waterway  Blounts Creek River Basin Pamlico 
USGS HUC  03010201    Coordinates  Latitude: 35.433287 Longitude: -76.970789 
Location description:  Bridge 9 on SR 1112 over Blounts Creek near the Town of Blount, 
Beaufort County, NC 
 
Description of projects area and activity:  Replace structurally deficient and functionally obsolete 
bridge    
 
Applicable Law:   Section 404 (Clean Water Act, 33 USC 1344);    
                               Section 10 (Rivers and Harbors Act, 33 USC 403) 
 
Authorization:  Regional General Permit Number and/or Nationwide Permit Number: GP 50 - NCDOT 
- Bridge, Road Widenings and Interchanges 

SEE ATTACHED RGP or NWP GENERAL, REGIONAL AND/OR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 
Your work is authorized by the above referenced permit provided it is accomplished in strict 
accordance with the attached conditions and your submitted application and attached 
information dated September 8, 2022, Any violation of the attached conditions or deviation 
from your submitted plans may subject the permittee to a stop work order, a restoration order, 
a Class I administrative penalty, and/or appropriate legal action.   
 
This verification will remain valid until the expiration date identified below unless the nationwide 
and/or regional general permit authorization is modified, suspended or revoked.  If, prior to the 
expiration date identified below, the nationwide and/or regional general permit authorization is 
reissued and/or modified, this verification will remain valid until the expiration date identified below, 
provided it complies with all requirements of the modified nationwide permit.  If the nationwide and/or 
regional general permit authorization expires or is suspended, revoked, or is modified, such that the 
activity would no longer comply with the terms and conditions of the nationwide permit, activities 
which have commenced (i.e., are under construction) or are under contract to commence in reliance 
upon the nationwide and/or regional general permit, will remain authorized provided the activity is 
completed within twelve months of the date of the nationwide and/or regional general permit’s 
expiration, modification or revocation, unless discretionary authority has been exercised on a case-
by-case basis to modify, suspend or revoke the authorization.   
 
Activities subject to Section 404 (as indicated above) may also require an individual Section 401 
Water Quality Certification.  You should contact the NC Division of Water Resources (telephone 919-
807-6300) to determine Section 401 requirements.      
      



SAW-2022-01869 

For activities occurring within the twenty coastal counties subject to regulation under the Coastal Area 
Management Act (CAMA), prior to beginning work you must contact the N.C. Division of Coastal 
Management  in Morehead City, NC, at (252) 808-2808.

This Department of the Army verification does not relieve the permittee of the responsibility to obtain 
any other required Federal, State or local approvals/permits. 

If there are any questions regarding this verification, any of the conditions of the Permit, or the Corps 
of Engineers regulatory program, please contact Thomas Steffens at (910) 251-4615 or 
Thomas.A.Steffens@usace.army.mil. 

Corps Regulatory Official: ___________________________ Date:  November 28, 2022
Expiration Date of Verification:  May 25, 2025

The Wilmington District is committed to providing the highest level of support to the public.  To help 
us ensure we continue to do so, please complete our Customer Satisfaction Survey, located online at 
https://regulatory.ops.usace.army.mil/customer-service-survey/ 

Copy furnished: 
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SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 
 

1. Work Limits: All work authorized by this permit shall be performed in strict compliance with the attached permit plans 
dated September 8, 2022, which are a part of this permit. The Permittee shall ensure that the construction design plans 
for this project do not deviate from the permit plans attached to this authorization. Any modification to the attached permit 
plans must be approved by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) prior to any active construction in waters or 
wetlands. 
 
2. Permit Distribution: The Permittee shall require its contractors and/or agents to comply with the terms and conditions 
of this permit in the construction and maintenance of this project and shall provide each of its contractors and/or agents 
associated with the construction or maintenance of this project with a copy of this permit. A copy of this permit, including 
all conditions and drawings shall be available at the project site during construction and maintenance of this project. 
 
3. Preconstruction Meeting: The Permittee shall conduct an onsite preconstruction meeting between its representatives, 
the contractor’s representatives, and the appropriate U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Project Manager prior to undertaking 
any work within jurisdictional waters and wetlands to ensure that there is a mutual understanding of all terms and 
conditions contained within the Department of the Army permit. The Permittee shall schedule the preconstruction meeting 
for a time frame when the Corps, NCDCM, and NCDWR Project Managers can attend. The Permittee shall invite the 
Corps, NCDCM, and NCDWR Project Managers a minimum of thirty (30) days in advance of the scheduled meeting in 
order to provide those individuals with ample opportunity to schedule and participate in the required meeting. The thirty 
(30) day requirement can be waived with the concurrence of the Corps. 
 
4. Notification of Construction Commencement and Completion: The Permittee shall notify the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers in writing prior to beginning the work authorized by this permit and again upon completion of the work 
authorized by this permit. 
 
5. Reporting Address: All reports, documentation, and correspondence required by the conditions of this permit shall be 
submitted to the following: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District, Washington Regulatory Field Office, Attn: 
Thomas Steffens, 2405 West 5th St. Washington, NC 27889 or Thomas.a.steffens@usace.army.mil.  The Permittee shall 
reference the following permit number, SAW-2022-01869, on all submittals. 
 
6. Permit Revocation: The Permittee, upon receipt of a notice of revocation of this permit or upon its expiration before 
completion of the work will, without expense to the United States and in such time and manner as the Secretary of the 
Army or his authorized representative may direct, restore the water or wetland to its pre-project condition. 
 
7. Reporting Violations: Violation of these permit conditions or violation of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act or Section 
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act shall be reported to the Corps in writing and by telephone at: 910-251-4615 within 24 
hours of the Permittee’s discovery of the violation. 
 
8. Endangered Species Act:  The Permittee shall implement all necessary measures to ensure the authorized activity 
does not kill, injure, capture, harass, or otherwise harm any federally listed threatened or endangered species. While 
accomplishing the authorized work, if the Permittee discovers or observes an injured or dead threatened or endangered 
species, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District, Washington Field Office, Attn: Thomas Steffens at 910-
251-4615 will be immediately notified to initiate the required Federal coordination. 

9. Sediment and Erosion Control:  
  
 1) During the clearing phase of the project, heavy equipment shall not be operated in surface waters or stream 
channels. Temporary stream crossings will be used to access the opposite sides of stream channels. All temporary 
diversion channels and stream crossings will be constructed of non-erodible materials. Grubbing of riparian vegetation will 
not occur until immediately before construction begins on a given segment of stream channel. 

 
2) No fill or excavation impacts for the purposes of sedimentation and erosion control shall occur within 

jurisdictional waters, including wetlands, unless the impacts are included on the plan drawings and specifically authorized 
by this permit. This includes, but is not limited to, sediment control fences and other barriers intended to catch sediment 
losses.  



 

 

 3) The Permittee shall remove all sediment and erosion control measures placed in waters and/or wetlands, and 
shall restore natural grades on those areas, prior to project completion. 
 
 4) The Permittee shall use appropriate sediment and erosion control practices which equal or exceed those 
outlined in the most recent version of the “North Carolina Sediment and Erosion Control Planning and Design Manual” to 
ensure compliance with the appropriate turbidity water quality standard. Erosion and sediment control practices shall be in 
full compliance with all specifications governing the proper design, installation and operation and maintenance of such 
Best Management Practices in order to ensure compliance with the appropriate turbidity water quality standards. This 
shall include, but is not limited to, the immediate installation of silt fencing or similar appropriate devices around all areas 
subject to soil disturbance or the movement of earthen fill, and the immediate stabilization of all disturbed areas. 
Additionally, the project shall remain in full compliance with all aspects of the Sedimentation Pollution Control Act of 1973 
(North Carolina General Statutes Chapter 113A Article 4). Adequate sedimentation and erosion control measures shall be 
implemented prior to any ground disturbing activities to minimize impacts to downstream aquatic resources. These 
measures shall be inspected and maintained regularly, especially following rainfall events. All fill material shall be 
adequately stabilized at the earliest practicable date to prevent sediment from entering into adjacent waters or wetlands. 
 
10. Clean Fill: The Permittee shall use only clean fill material for this project.  The fill material shall be free of items such 
as trash, construction debris, metal and plastic products, and concrete block with exposed metal reinforcement bars. Soils 
used for fill shall not be contaminated with any toxic substance in concentrations governed by Section 307 of the Clean 
Water Act.  Unless otherwise authorized by this permit, all fill material placed in waters or wetlands shall be generated 
from an upland source. 
 
11. Water Contamination:  All mechanized equipment shall be regularly inspected and maintained to prevent 
contamination of waters and wetlands from fuels, lubricants, hydraulic fluids, or other toxic materials. In the event of a spill 
of petroleum products or any other hazardous waste, the Permittee shall immediately report it to the N.C. Division of 
Water Resources at (919) 733-3300 or (800) 858-0368 and provisions of the North Carolina Oil Pollution and Hazardous 
Substances Control Act shall be followed. 
 
12. In-water Work Moratorium: To avoid adverse impacts to spawning populations of fish species at this project site, no 
in-water work shall be conducted between February 15 – June 30 at Blounts Creek, and its associated perennial 
tributaries. For the purpose of this moratorium, “in water” is defined as those waters within Blounts Creek, and its 
associated perennial tributaries, and its adjacent wetlands that have an active connection to these tributaries during 
periods of inundation.  
 
Navigation 

 
13. The authorized structure and associated activity must not interfere with the public’s right to free navigation on all 
navigable waters of the United States. No attempt will be made by the Permittee to prevent the full and free use by the 
public of all navigable waters at or adjacent to the authorized work for reasons other than safety.  
 
14. The Permittee understands and agrees that, if future operations by the United States require the removal, relocation, 
or other alteration, of the structure or work herein authorized, or if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Army or his 
authorized representative, said structure or work shall cause unreasonable obstruction to the free navigation of the 
navigable waters, the Permittee will be required, upon due notice from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to remove, 
relocate, or alter the structural work or obstructions caused thereby, without expense to the United States. No claim shall 
be made against the United States on account of any such removal, relocation, or alteration.  

 
15. The Permittee shall install and maintain, at his expense, any safety lights and signals prescribed by the U.S. Coast 
Guard, through regulations or otherwise, on authorized facilities. 
 
16.  The National Ocean Service (NOS) has been notified of this authorization. The Permittee shall notify NOS and the 
Corps, in writing, at least two (2) weeks before beginning work and upon completion of the authorized work. The 
notification of completion shall include a drawing which certifies the location and configuration of the completed activity (a 
certified permit drawing may be used). This information must be provided within 30 days of completion of the authorized 
work. Notifications to NOS shall be sent to the following address: 1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 
20910. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Utilities 
   

17. Temporary Impacts Restoration Measures: Within thirty (30) days of the date of completing the authorized work, the 
Permittee shall remove all temporary fills in waters of the United States and restore the affected areas to pre-construction 
contours and elevations. The affected areas shall be re-vegetated with native, non-invasive vegetation as necessary to 
minimize erosion and ensure site stability. In wetland areas where pipeline installation via trenching is authorized, wetland 
topsoil shall be segregated from the underlying subsoil, and the top 6 to 12 inches of the trench shall be backfilled with 
topsoil from the trench. 
 
18. Prior to construction within any jurisdictional areas, the Permittee shall correctly install silt fencing (with or without 
safety fencing) parallel with the utility line corridor, on both sides of the jurisdictional crossing. This barrier is to serve both 
as an erosion control measure and a visual identifier of the limits of construction within any jurisdictional area. The 
Permittee shall maintain the fencing, at minimum, until the wetlands have re-vegetated and stabilized.  
 
19. Navigable Waters Crossing Notification: The National Ocean Service (NOS) has been notified of this authorization. 
The Permittee shall notify NOS and the Corps, in writing, at least two (2) weeks before beginning work and upon 
completion of the authorized work. The notification of completion shall include accurate and certified as-built location 
drawings which certifies the location and configuration of the completed activity. The data collected should include the 
centerline data for the utility line location in waters of the United States crossings, as well as the toe data 
showing where utility lines enter the water at the banks. This information must be provided within 30 days of 
completion of each utility line crossing. Notifications to NOS shall be sent to the following address: 1315 East West 
Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910. 
 
Endangered Species 

 
20. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS’s) Programmatic Biological Opinion (PBO) titled, “NCDOT Program 
Effects on the Northern Long-eared Bat in Divisions 1-8”, dated November 6, 2020, contains agreed upon conservation 
measures for the NLEB. As noted in the PBO, applicability of these conservation measures varies depending on the 
location of the project. Your authorization under this Department of the Army permit is conditional upon your compliance 
with all applicable conservation measures in the PBO, which are incorporated by reference in this permit. Failure to 
comply with the applicable conservation measures would constitute non-compliance with your Department of the Army 
permit. The USFWS is the appropriate authority to determine compliance with the terms and conditions of its PBO, and 
with the ESA. 
 
21. Borrow and Waste: To ensure that all borrow and waste activities occur on high ground and do not result in the 
degradation of adjacent waters and wetlands, except as authorized by this permit, the Permittee shall require its 
contractors and/or agents to identify all areas to be used as borrow and/or waste sites associated with this project. The 
Permittee shall provide the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with appropriate maps indicating the locations of proposed 
borrow and/or waste sites as soon as such information is available. The Permittee shall submit to the Corps site-specific 
information needed to ensure that borrow and/or waste sites comply with all applicable Federal requirements, to include 
compliance with the Endangered Species Act and the National Historic Preservation Act, such as surveys or 
correspondence with agencies (e.g., the USFWS, the NC-HPO, etc.). The required information shall also include the 
location of all aquatic features, if any, out to 400 feet beyond the nearest boundary of the site. The Permittee shall not 
approve any borrow and/or waste sites before receiving written confirmation from the Corps that the proposed site meets 
all Federal requirements, whether or not waters of the U.S., including wetlands, are located in the proposed borrow and/or 
waste site. All delineations of aquatic sites on borrow and/or waste sites shall be verified by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and shown on the approved reclamation plans. The Permittee shall ensure that all borrow and/or waste sites 
comply with Special Condition 22 of this permit. Additionally, the Permittee   shall produce and maintain documentation 
of all borrow and waste sites associated with this project. This documentation will include data regarding soils, vegetation, 
hydrology, any delineation(s) of aquatic sites, and any jurisdictional determinations made by the Corps to clearly 
demonstrate compliance with Special Condition 22. All information will be available to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
upon request. The Permittee shall require its contractors to complete and execute reclamation plans for each borrow 
and/or waste site and provide written documentation that the reclamation plans have been implemented and all work is 
completed. This documentation will be provided to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers within 30 days of the completion of 
the reclamation work.  
 
22. Except as authorized by this permit or any U.S. Army Corps of Engineers approved modification to this permit, no 
excavation, fill, or mechanized land-clearing activities shall take place at any time in the construction or maintenance of 
this project, within waters or wetlands, or shall any activities take place that cause the degradation of waters or wetlands. 
There shall be no excavation from, waste disposal into, or degradation of, jurisdictional wetlands or waters associated with 



 

 

this permit without appropriate modification of this permit, including appropriate compensatory mitigation. This prohibition 
applies to all borrow and waste activities connected with this project. In addition, except as specified in the plans attached 
to this permit, no excavation, fill or mechanized land-clearing activities shall take place at any time in the construction or 
maintenance of this project, in such a manner as to impair normal flows and circulation patterns within, into, or out of 
waters or wetlands or to reduce the reach of waters or wetlands. 
 
23. To compensate for impacts associated with this permit, mitigation shall be provided in accordance with the provisions 
outlined on the most recent version of the attached Compensatory Mitigation Responsibility Transfer Form. The 
requirements of this form, including any special conditions listed on this form, are hereby incorporated as special 
conditions of this permit. 
 



 

 

Action ID Number: SAW-2022-01869   County: Beaufort County  
                                 
Permittee:   Deanna Riffey 

North Carolina Department of Transportation 
  

Project Name: NCDOT / B-5614 / Bridge 9 on SR1112 / Mouth of The Creek Rd over 
Blounts Creek / Beaufort County / Div 2 
 
Date Verification Issued:  November 28, 2022 
 
Project Manager: Thomas Steffens 
 
Upon completion of the activity authorized by this permit and any mitigation required by the 
permit, sign this certification and return it to the following address: 
 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
WILMINGTON DISTRICT 
Attn: Thomas Steffens  

 
 
Please note that your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by a U. S. Army 
Corps of Engineers representative.  Failure to comply with any terms or conditions of this 
authorization may result in the Corps suspending, modifying or revoking the authorization 
and/or issuing a Class I administrative penalty, or initiating other appropriate legal action. 
 
I hereby certify that the work authorized by the above referenced permit has been completed 
in accordance with the terms and condition of the said permit, and required mitigation was 
completed in accordance with the permit conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 _______________________________________  ______________________ 
 Signature of Permittee      Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
Wilmington District 

Page 1 of 2 Form Date July 7, 2020 

Compensatory Mitigation Responsibility Transfer Form 
 
Permittee: NCDOT/Bridge 9/ Beaufort  Action ID: 2022-01869 
Project Name: B-5614/ Bridge 9/ Blounts Creek  County: Beaufort 
   
Instructions to Permittee: The Permittee must provide a copy of this form to the Mitigation Sponsor, either an approved 
Mitigation Bank or the North Carolina Division of Mitigation Services (NCDMS), who will then sign the form to verify the 
transfer of the mitigation responsibility.  Once the Sponsor has signed this form, it is the Permittee’s responsibility to ensure 
that Wilmington District Project Manager identified on page two is in receipt of a signed copy of this form before conducting 
authorized impacts, unless otherwise specified below.  If more than one Mitigation Sponsor will be used to provide the 
mitigation associated with the permit, or if the impacts and/or the mitigation will occur in more than one 8-digit Hydrologic 
Unit Code (HUC), multiple forms will be attached to the permit, and the separate forms for each Sponsor and/or HUC must 
be provided to the appropriate Mitigation Sponsors.  
 
Instructions to Sponsor: The Sponsor verifies that the mitigation requirements (credits) shown below have been released 
and are available at the identified site.  By signing below, the Sponsor is accepting full responsibility for the identified 
mitigation, regardless of whether they have received payment from the Permittee.  Once the form is signed, the Sponsor 
must update the bank ledger and provide a copy of the signed form and the updated ledger to the Permittee, the Project 
Manager who issued the permit, the Bank Project Manager, and the District Mitigation Office (see contact information on 
page 2).  The Sponsor must also comply with all reporting requirements established in their authorizing instrument.  
 
Permitted Impacts and Compensatory Mitigation Requirements 
 

Permitted Impacts Requiring Mitigation*: 8-digit HUC and Basin: 03020104, Tar-Pamlico River Basin 
Stream Impacts (linear feet) Wetland Impacts (acres) 

Warm Cool Cold Riparian Riverine Riparian Non-Riverine Non-Riparian Coastal 
   0.37    

*If more than one mitigation sponsor will be used for the permit, only include impacts to be mitigated by this sponsor. 
 
Compensatory Mitigation Requirements: 8-digit HUC and Basin: Choose the 8-digit HUC 

Stream Mitigation (credits) Wetland Mitigation (credits) 
Warm Cool Cold Riparian Riverine Riparian Non-Riverine Non-Riparian Coastal 

   0.74    
 
Mitigation Site Debited:   
(List the name of the bank to be debited. For umbrella banks, also list the specific site.  For NCDMS, list NCDMS.  If the NCDMS 
acceptance letter identifies a specific site, also list the specific site to be debited). 
 

Section to be completed by the Mitigation Sponsor 
 
Statement of Mitigation Liability Acceptance: I, the undersigned, verify that I am authorized to approve mitigation 
transactions for the Mitigation Sponsor shown below, and I certify that the Sponsor agrees to accept full responsibility for 
providing the mitigation identified in this document (see the table above), associated with the USACE Permittee and Action 
ID number shown.   I also verify that released credits (and/or advance credits for NCDMS), as approved by the Wilmington 
District, are currently available at the mitigation site identified above.  Further, I understand that if the Sponsor fails to provide 
the required compensatory mitigation, the USACE Wilmington District Engineer may pursue measures against the Sponsor to 
ensure compliance associated with the mitigation requirements. 
 
Mitigation Sponsor Name:   
 
Name of Sponsor’s Authorized Representative:   
 
    
 Signature of Sponsor’s Authorized Representative Date of Signature 



USACE Wilmington District 
Compensatory Mitigation Responsibility Transfer Form, Page 2 

 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Conditions for Transfer of Compensatory Mitigation Credit: 
• Once this document has been signed by the Mitigation Sponsor and the District is in receipt of the signed form, the 

Permittee is no longer responsible for providing the mitigation identified in this form, though the Permittee remains 
responsible for any other mitigation requirements stated in the permit conditions. 

• Construction within jurisdictional areas authorized by the permit identified on page one of this form can begin only after 
the District is in receipt of a copy of this document signed by the Sponsor, confirming that the Sponsor has accepted 
responsibility for providing the mitigation requirements listed herein.  When NCDMS provides mitigation for authorized 
impacts conducted by the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT), construction within jurisdictional areas 
may proceed upon permit issuance; however, a copy of this form signed by NCDMS must be provided to the District 
within 30 days of permit issuance.  NCDOT remains fully responsible for the mitigation until the District has received this 
form, confirming that the Sponsor has accepted responsibility for providing the mitigation requirements listed herein. 

• Signed copies of this document must be retained by the Permittee, Mitigation Sponsor, and in the USACE administrative 
records for both the permit and the Bank/ILF Instrument.  It is the Permittee’s responsibility to ensure that the District 
Project Manager (address below) is provided with a signed copy of this form. 

• If changes are proposed to the type, amount, or location of mitigation after this form has been signed and returned to 
the District, the Sponsor must obtain case-by-case approval from the District Project Manager and/or North Carolina 
Interagency Review Team (NCIRT).  If approved, higher mitigation ratios may be applied, as per current District guidance 
and a new version of this form must be completed and included in the District administrative records for both the permit 
and the Bank/ILF Instrument. 

 
Comments/Additional Conditions:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This form is not valid unless signed below by the District Project Manager and by the Mitigation Sponsor on Page 1.  Once 
signed, the Sponsor should provide copies of this form along with an updated bank ledger to: 1) the Permittee, 2) the 
District Project Manager at the address below, 3) the Bank Manager listed in RIBITS, and 4) the Wilmington District 
Mitigation Office, 3331 Heritage Trade Drive, Suite 105, Wake Forest, NC 27587 (or by email to SAWMIT@usace.army.mil).  
Questions regarding this form or any of the permit conditions may be directed to the District Mitigation Office. 
 
USACE Project Manager: Tom Steffens 
USACE Field Office:  Washington Regulatory Field Office  
 US Army Corps of Engineers  
 2407 West Fifth Street  
 Washington, NC 27889   
Email: thomas.a.steffens@usace.army.mil  
 
 
 
   November 28, 2022  
 Wilmington District Project Manager Signature Date of Signature 
 
Current Wilmington District mitigation guidance, including information on mitigation ratios, functional assessments, and 
mitigation bank location and availability, and credit classifications (including stream temperature and wetland groupings) is 
available at http://ribits.usace.army.mil. 

mailto:SAWMIT@usace.army.mil
http://ribits.usace.army.mil/
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Permit Class 
NEW 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Environmental Quality 

and 
Coastal Resources Commission 

~trmft 
for 

_x_ Major Development in an Area of Environmental Concern 
pursuant to NCGS 113A-118 

_x_ Excavation and/or filling pursuant to NCGS 113-229 

Permit•Number 
5-23 

Issued to N.C. Department of Transportation, 1598 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1598 

Authorizing development in Beaufort County at Blounts Creek. Bridge No. 9 on SR 1112. 

------------- as requested in the permittee' s application dated 10/19/22 (MP-1) and 

917122 (MP-5). including the attached workplan drawings (70) as referenced in Condition No. 1 of this permit. 

This permit, issued on January 6, 2023 , is subject to compliance with the application (where consistent 
with the permit), all applicable regulations, special conditions and notes set forth below. Any violation of these terms may 
be subject to fines, imprisonment or civil action; or may cause the permit to be null and void. 

TIP No. B-5614, Replacement of Bridge No. 9 

1) Unless specifically altered herein, all work authorized by this permit shall be carried out in 
accordance with the following attached workplan drawings: 
Wetland and Surface Water Impacts (24 sheets): Dated as received 9/15/22. 
Utility drawings (11 sheets): Dated as received 9/15/22. 
Buffer impacts (10 sheets): Dated as received 9/15/22. 
Roadway design drawings (25 sheets): Dated as received 10/20/22. 

2) In accordance with commitments made by the permittee, the applicant shall implement the "U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service's Guidelines for A voiding Impacts to the West Indian Manatee, Trichechus 
manatus: precautionary measures for construction activities in North Carolina's Waters". 

(See attached sheets for Additional Conditions) 

This permit action may be appealed by the permittee or 
other qualified persons within twenty (20) days of the issuing 
date. 

This permit must be accessible on-site to Department 
personnel when the project is inspected for compliance. 

Any maintenance work or project modification not covered 
hereunder requires further Division approval. 

All work must cease when the permit expires on 

No expiration date, pursuant to GS 136-44.7B 

In issuing this permit, the State of North Carolina agrees 
that your project is consistent with the North Carolina Coastal 
Management Program. 

Signed by the authority of the Secretary of DEQ and the Chair 
of the Coastal Resources Commission. 

@~&! 
Braxton C. Davis, Director 

Division of Coastal Management 

This permit and its conditions are hereby accepted. 

Signature of Permittee 



N.C. Department of Transportation Permit No. 5-23 
Pagel of7 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 

3) In accordance with commitments made by the permittee, in order to protect anadromous fisheries 
resources in Blounts Creek, no in-water work shall be conducted between February 15 through June 30 
of any year without prior approval of the N.C. Division of Coastal Management (DCM), in consultation 
with the appropriate resource agencies. 

4) The installation and removal of the piles for the new bridge, temporary work bridges, and existing 
bridge shall be accomplished by pile driving and/or the use of a vibratory hammer and/or drilled shaft 
construction. Should the permittee and/or its contractor propose to utilize another type of pile 
installation, such as jetting, additional authorization from DCM shall be required. 

5) All in-water pile installation operations shall be ramped up prior to full force installation to minimize the 
effects on aquatic species. In addition, a pile cushioning block shall be utilized during standard pile 
driving operations. 

6) All construction and demolition access shall be through the use of the existing bridge, the partially 
constructed new bridge, the temporary work bridges, barges, and/or existing high ground areas. 

7) During drilled shaft construction, excavated material from the drilled shaft shall be removed from the 
encasements directly into containment vessels. 

8) No drill slurry, uncured concrete, or water that has been in contact with uncured concrete shall be 
allowed to contact waters of the State or waters that will enter waters of the State. Drilling fluids shall 
be disposed of in an upland disposal site. Water returning to the creek shall be of sufficient quality so as 
to not pose a threat to aquatic organisms or otherwise violate State water quality standards. 

9) Barges shall be utilized only in areas of sufficient depth such that the barges avoid contact with the 
bottom and do not rest on the bottom during periods of low tide. 

NOTE: If the permittee determines that a new mooring is necessary, then additional approval from DCM 
may be required. 

10) No excavation or filling shall take place at any time in any vegetated wetlands or surrounding waters 
outside of the alignment of the areas indicated on the attached workplan drawings, without permit 
modification. 

11) All fill material shall be clean and free of any pollutants except in trace quantities. 

12) Material excavated at the project site may be used in fill areas associated with the project once properly 
dewatered or shall be removed from the site and taken to a high ground location. 

13) All excavated materials shall be confined above normal high water and landward of regularly or 
irregularly flooded wetlands behind adequate dikes or other retaining structures to prevent spillover of 
solids into any wetlands or surrounding waters. 

14) The temporary placement and/or double handling of any excavated or fill material within wetlands or 
waters of the State is not authorized, with the exception of the authorized temporary fill area. 
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~ 15) Construction mats shall be utilized to support equipment within wetland areas to minimize temporary 
wetland impacts. The mats shall be removed immediately when no longer necessary. 

16) The permittee shall minimize the need to cross wetlands in transporting equipment to the maximum 
extent practicable. 

1 7) The placement of riprap shall be limited to the areas as depicted on the attached workplan drawings. 
The riprap material shall be clean and free from loose dirt or any pollutant except in trace quantities. 
The riprap material shall consist of clean rock or masonry materials such as but not limited to granite, 
marl, or broken concrete. It shall be of a size sufficient to prevent its movement from the approved 
alignment by wave action. 

18) Construction staging areas shall be located only in upland areas, and not in wetlands or waters of the 
State. 

19) The demolition plan for removal of the existing bridge structure shall be submitted to DCM for review 
and approval prior to commencement of the demolition activities. 

20) Pilings from the temporary work bridges, as well as any remnant structures from previous bridges, shall 
be removed in their entirety. In the event that a piling or other component breaks during removal and 
cannot be removed in its entirety, the piling or other component may be cut off flush with the bed of the 
water body, and DCM shall be notified of each occurrence within one working day. 

21) In accordance with the permit application, piles of the existing bridge may be cut off at the mudline due 
to the existing water line which is thought to be bored through the existing piles. 

22) In accordance with the permit application, the existing bulkhead at the landing of the existing bridge on 
the eastern side ofBlounts Creek shall remain in place. 

23) The existing bridge, and existing bridge abutment on the western side ofBlounts Creek, and the 
temporary work bridges, including piles, shall be removed within 90 days after they are no longer 
needed. However, if this timeframe occurs while the moratorium referenced in Condition No. 3 of this 
permit is in effect, then the existing bridge, and the existing bridge abutment on the western side of 
Blounts Creek, and the temporary work bridges, including piles, shall be removed within 90 days of the 
moratorium end date. 

24) All reasonable efforts shall be made to contain all debris and excess materials associated with the 
authorized activities, with the intent that materials/debris do not enter wetlands or waters of the State, 
even temporarily. 

25) Any waste materials or debris generated in the authorized activities, shall be disposed of at an approved 
upland site or shall be recycled in an environmentally appropriate manner provided appropriate 
authorizations are obtained from any relevant state, federal, or local authorities. 
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ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 

26) In accordance with commitments made by the permittee, Design Standards in Sensitive Watersheds shall 
be implemented during construction. 

Impacts to Wetlands and Waters of the State, Riparian Buffers, and Compensatory Mitigation 

NOTE: 

NOTE: 

This project will temporarily impact approximately 335 square feet of Coastal Wetlands due to 
temporary fill, and approximately 100 square feet of Coastal Wetlands due to hand clearing. 
This project will permanently impact approximately 0.37 acres of 404 Wetlands due to 
permanent fill and will temporarily impact approximately 0.08 acres of 404 Wetlands due to 
hand clearing during bridge construction, and 0.15 acres of 404 Wetlands due to hand clearing 
during utility relocation. This project will permanently impact approximately 0.02 acres of 
surface waters due to the footprint of bridge bents, and will temporarily impact approximately 
1.19 acres of surface waters. 

In accordance with the N.C. Division of Mitigation Services (DMS) letter dated 917/22, 
compensatory mitigation for permanent impacts of 0.3 7 acres of riparian wetlands and 1, 118 
square feet of Tar-Pamlico Riparian buffer associated with the authorized project shall be 
provided by the DMS in accordance with the DMS In-Lieu Fee Instrument dated 7/28/10. 

27) Wetland areas to be temporarily impacted by clearing shall not be grubbed. There shall be no clearing 
of wetlands outside of the areas indicated for impacts on the attached workplan drawings without prior 
approval from DCM. 

28) Any voids in shallow bottom habitat caused by the removal of the temporary work bridges shall be 
restored to the elevation of pre-existing conditions with suitable material. The permittee shall notify 
DCM's Transportation Field Representative in Morehead City to provide DCM with an opportunity to 
inspect the material for suitability prior to backfilling. 

29) Due to the possibility that compaction, temporary fill, hand clearing and/or other site alterations might 
prevent the temporary Coastal Wetland impact areas from re-attaining pre-project wetland functions, the 
permittee shall provide an annual update on the Coastal Wetland areas temporarily impacted by this 
project. This annual update shall consist of photographs and a brief written report on the progress of 
these temporarily impacted areas in re-attaining their pre-project wetland functions. The permittee shall 
schedule a meeting with DCM to verify the extent and location of temporary impacts upon project 
completion. Within three years after project completion, the permittee shall hold another agency field 
meeting with DCM to determine if the Coastal Wetland areas temporarily impacted by this project have 
re-attained pre-project wetland functions. If at the end of three years DCM determines that the Coastal 
Wetland areas temporarily impacted by the project have not re-attained pre-project wetland functions, 
DCM will determine whether compensatory wetland mitigation shall be required. Additional agencies 
shall be invited to the field meetings, including but not necessarily limited to, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, N.C. Division of Water Resources, and N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries. 
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NOTE: 

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 

Utility Impacts 

Construction of the new bridge will also require relocation of power, telephone, and water 
utilities. Impacts resulting from these utility relocations have been included in the overall 
impacts for this project. 

30) In accordance with the permit application, the abandoned overhead power and telephone cables and 
poles located across Blounts Creek shall be removed. 

31) Any waterline relocation or other alterations to the water system shall be approved by the Public Water 
Supply Section (PWS Section, Plan Review Unit, 1634 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1634) 
prior to water system alteration. 

NOTE: Please be aware of separation requirements in regards to water/sewer according to 15A NCAC 
18C Section .0906 Rules Governing Public Water Systems. Check with the local water system 
for cross-connection requirements for this project. Public Water Supply Section guidelines are 
listed in Appendix B, Figure 2 in the Rules Governing Public Water Systems but the water 
system may have additional requirements. Contact the N.C. Division of Water Resources, Public 
Water Supply Plan Review Section at (910) 796-7215 with any questions. 

32) Any utility work associated with this project that is not specifically depicted on the attached workplan 
drawings, or described within the attached permit application, shall require approval from DCM, either 
under the authority of this permit, or by the utility company obtaining separate authorization 

Sedimentation and Erosion Control 

33) Turbidity curtains shall be used at all times to isolate all in-water work areas from the adjacent waters of 
Blounts Creek, including but not limited to pile installation and pile removal. The turbidity curtains 
shall be of sufficient length and effectiveness to prevent a visible increase in the amount of suspended 
sediments in adjacent waters. The turbidity curtains shall encircle the immediate work area, but, shall 
not impede navigation. The turbidity curtains shall be properly maintained and retained in the water 
until construction is complete and shall only be removed when turbidity within the curtains reaches 
ambient levels. 

34) This project shall conform to all requirements of the N.C. Sedimentation Pollution Control Act and the 
N.C. Department of Transportation's (NCDOT's) Memorandum of Agreement with the N.C. Division of 
Energy, Mineral and Land Resources. 

35) In order to protect water quality, runoff from construction shall not visibly increase the amount of 
suspended sediments in adjacent waters. 
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36) The permittee and/or its contractor shall adhere to the conditions outlined in the "Boater Safety Plan 
During Construction of Bridge No. 9". 

37) In accordance with commitments made by the permittee, the permittee shall contact the N.C. Wildlife 
Resources Commission (WRC) at 252-917-2663 to allow WRC to prepare for the anticipated action at 
least one month prior to the start of construction and at least one week prior to short duration closures 
and temporary disruptions to boater access underneath the existing and new bridges over Blounts Creek. 

38) During construction and/or demolition of the bridges and work bridges, the permittee shall make every 
attempt to allow the same navigation that is currently possible in Blounts Creek, upstream and 
downstream of the existing bridge. If this is not possible, then adequate notice shall be provided to the 
public that navigation will be limited during construction and/or demolition. The notice shall include an 
estimate of the amount oftime that the limited navigation will occur. 

39) In accordance with the attached workplan drawings, the authorized temporary work bridges shall be 
elevated a minimum of 3 feet above the normal water level of Blounts Creek as measured from the low 
chord of the structure. 

40) No attempt shall be made by the permittee to prevent the full and free use by the public of all navigable 
waters at or adjacent to the authorized work following completion of construction. 

41) The permittee shall exercise all available precautions in the day;.. to-day operation of the facility to 
prevent waste from entering the adjacent waters and wetlands. 

42) If it is determined that additional permanent and/or temporary impacts are necessary that are not shown 
on the attached workplan drawings or described in the authorized permit application, a permit 
modification and/or additional authorization from DCM may be required. In addition, any changes in 
the approved plan may also require a permit modification and/or additional authorization from DCM. 
The permittee shall contact a representative of DCM prior to commencement of any such activity for 
this determination and any permit modification. 

43) Development authorized by this permit shall only be conducted on lands owned by NCDOT and/or its 
right-of-ways and/or easements. Utility Work associated with thise project shall only be conducted on 
lands owned by the utility and/or its right-of-ways and/or easements. 

44) The permittee and/or its contractor shall contact the DCM Transportation Project Field Representative in 
Morehead City at (252) 515-5408 to request a preconstruction conference prior to project initiation. 

45) The permittee shall install and maintain at its expense any signal lights or signals prescribed by the U.S. 
Coast Guard, through regulation or otherwise, on the authorized facilities. At a minimum, permanent 
reflectors shall be attached to the structure in order to make it more visible during hours of darkness or 
inclement weather. 
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ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 

46) The N.C. Division of Water Resources (DWR) authorized the proposed project on 10/13/22 (DWR 
Project No. 20201520) under General Water Quality Certification No. 4135 and under the Tar-Pamlico 
Riparian Buffer Rules. Any violation of the Certifications approved by DWR shall be considered a 
violation of this CAMA permit. 

NOTE: 

NOTE: 

NOTE: 

NOTE: 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers authorized the proposed project under General Permit 
Number 50 (COE Action ID No. SAW-2022-01869), which was issued on 11/28/22. 

This project shall be constructed in accordance with the permittee's Stormwater Management 
Plan dated 8/7/19, and the provisions of the NCDOT's National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
(NPDES) Stormwater Permit NCS000250, including the application requirements of the 
NCGOlOOO. 

This permit does not eliminate the need to obtain any additional permits, approvals or 
authorizations that may be required. 

An application processing fee of $475 was received by DCM for this project. This fee also 
satisfied the Section 401 application processing fee requirements of DWR. 



Permit Class Permit Number 
MODIFICATION/MINOR       5-23 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Department of Environmental Quality 

and 
Coastal Resources Commission 

 
 for  

  X Major Development in an Area of Environmental Concern 
pursuant to NCGS 113A-118 

 
  X Excavation and/or filling pursuant to NCGS 113-229 

 
Issued to N.C. Department of Transportation, 1598 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC  27699-1598 

Authorizing development in       Beaufort County at  Blounts Creek, Bridge No. 9 on SR 1112 

(Mouth of The Creek Road),  as requested in the permittee’s application dated   6/18/2024, including the 

attached workplan drawings (17):  11 dated 5/21/24; 3 dated 3/3/22; and 3 dated as received 6/18/24.   
This permit, issued on         July 1, 2024  , is subject to compliance with the application (where consistent 
with the permit), all applicable regulations, special conditions and notes set forth below. Any violation of these terms may 
be subject to fines, imprisonment or civil action; or may cause the permit to be null and void. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This permit action may be appealed by the permittee or 
other qualified persons within twenty (20) days of the issuing 
date.   

 
 
This permit must be accessible on-site to Department 

personnel when the project is inspected for compliance. 
 
Any maintenance work or project modification not covered 

hereunder requires further Division approval. 
 
All work must cease when the permit expires on 
 

No expiration date, pursuant to GS 136-44.7B                              
 
In issuing this permit, the State of North Carolina agrees 

that your project is consistent with the North Carolina Coastal 
Management Program. 

Signed by the authority of the Secretary of DEQ and the Chair 
of the Coastal Resources Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 

  for Tancred Miller, Director 
Division of Coastal Management 

 
This permit and its conditions are hereby accepted. 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature of Permittee 

 
1) Unless specifically altered herein, this Minor Modification authorizes the following: (1) relocation of one 

previously authorized power pole at Wetland Site 2 by approximately 30 feet to the east; (2) installation 
of approximately 831 linear feet of Brightspeed underground communications cable under Blounts Creek 
using a directional bore; and (3) additional relocation of approximately 715 linear feet of Brightspeed 
underground communications cable on the east side of the project area, all as depicted on the attached 
workplan drawings.  [07J .0202].   
 

2) The authorized Brightspeed underground communications cable shall be installed using a horizontal 
directional bore drilling method and it shall be located a minimum of 10 feet below the bottom contour 
of Blounts Creek.  Entry and exit points of this activity, including disposal of material from the drilling 
activity, shall be outside of all wetlands and waters of the State.  [07J .0202].   

 
(See attached sheet for Additional Conditions) 
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ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 
 
NOTE: This project will increase temporary impacts due to hand clearing in 404 Wetlands by 

approximately 0.01 acres, increase temporary impacts in the Tar-Pamlico Buffer Zone 2 due to 
hand clearing by 7 square feet, and decrease temporary impacts in the Tar-Pamlico Buffer Zone 
1 due to hand clearing by 230 square feet. 

 
NOTE: In accordance with commitments made by the permittee, all of the authorized work will be 

within areas previously surveyed for archaeological resources. 
 
3) Wetland areas to be temporarily impacted by hand clearing shall not be grubbed.  There shall be no 

clearing of wetlands outside of the areas indicated for impacts on the attached workplan drawings 
without prior approval from DCM.  [07H .0208(a)(2)(B)].   
 

4) This project shall conform to all requirements of the N.C. Sedimentation Pollution Control Act and the 
N.C. Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT’s) Memorandum of Agreement with the N.C. Division of 
Energy, Mineral and Land Resources [07J .0209(a)]. 
 

5) All mechanized equipment operated near surface waters shall be inspected and maintained regularly to 
prevent contamination of surface waters from fuels, lubricants, hydraulic fluids, or other toxic materials.  
Construction shall be staged in order to minimize the exposure of equipment to surface waters to the 
maximum extent practicable.  Fueling, lubrication, and general equipment maintenance shall be 
performed in a manner to prevent, to the maximum extent practicable, contamination of surface waters 
by fuels and oils.  [07H .0208(a)(2)(A); 07H .0208(a)(2)(B)].   

 
6) If it is determined that additional permanent and/or temporary impacts are necessary that are not shown 

on the attached workplan drawing or described in the authorized permit application, a permit 
modification and/or additional authorization from DCM shall be required.  In addition, any changes in 
the approved plan may also require a permit modification and/or additional authorization from DCM.  
The permittee shall contact a representative of DCM prior to commencement of any such activity for 
this determination and any permit modification [07J .0201].   

 
7) All conditions and stipulations of the active permit remain in force under this Minor Modification unless 

specifically altered herein [07J .0209(a)].   
 
NOTE: Development authorized by this permit shall only be conducted on lands owned by NCDOT 

and/or its right-of-ways and/or easements.  Utility Work associated with this project shall only be 
conducted on lands owned by the utility and/or its right-of-ways and/or easements.   

 
NOTE: This Minor Modification does not eliminate the need to obtain any additional permits, approvals 

or authorizations that may be required.  This includes approval, if required, from the N.C. 
Division of Water Resources, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and/or the U.S. Coast Guard.     

 
NOTE: This Minor Modification shall be attached to the original of Permit No. 5-23, which was issued 

on 1/6/23, and copies of both documents shall be readily available on site when a Division 
representative inspects the project for compliance.   

 
NOTE: A minor modification application processing fee of $100 was received by DCM for this project. 
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