Ll DWR

Division of Water Resources

Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) Form
For Nationwide Permits and Regional General Permits
(along with corresponding Water Quality Certifications)

April 11,2020 Ver 3.1

*
Please note: fields marked with a red asterisk ~ below are required. You will not be able to submit the form until all mandatory questions are answered.

Also, if at any point you wish to print a copy of the E-PCN, all you need to do is right-click on the document and you can print a copy of the form.

Below is a link to the online help file.

https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/WaterResources/0/edoc/624704/PCN%20Help%20File%202018-1-30.pdf

A. Processing Information z

County (or Counties) where the project is located:*
Wake

Johnston

Wayne

Lenoir

Jones

Craven

Carteret

Is this a NCDMS Project *
C Yes & No
Qlick Yes, only if NCDMS is the applicant or co-applicant.
Is this project a public transportation project?*
@ Yes C No
This is any publicly funded by municipal,state or federal funds road, rail, airport transportation project.
Is this a NCDOT Project? *
@ Yes C No

(NCDOT only) T.I.P. or state project number:
R-5777D

wes #*
44648.1.1
(for NCDOT use only)
1a. Type(s) of approval sought from the Corps:*

¥ Section 404 Permit (wetlands, streams and waters, Clean Water Act)
¥ Section 10 Permit (navigable waters, tidal waters, Rivers and Harbors Act)

1b. What type(s) of permit(s) do you wish to seek authorization? *
¥ Nationwide Permit (NWP)

[~ Regional General Permit (RGP)

[~ Standard (IP)

This form may be used to initiate the standard/individual permit process with the Corps. Please contact your Corps representative concerning submittals for standard permits. All required items that
are not provided in the E-PCN can be added to the miscellaneous upload area located at the bottom of this form.

1c. Has the NWP or GP number been verified by the Corps?*
@ Yes € No

Nationwide Permit (NWP) Number: 12 - Utility Lines

NWP Numbers (for multiple NWPS):
List all \W nunbers you are applying for not on the drop down list.

1d. Type(s) of approval sought from the DWR: *


https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/WaterResources/0/doc/603610/Page1.aspx

check all that apply
¥ 401 Water Quality Certification - Regular
[~ Non-404 Jurisdictional General Permit
[ Individual Permit

1e. Is this notification solely for the record because written approval is not required?

[~ 401 Water Quality Certification - Express
[~ Riparian Buffer Authorization

*
For the record only for DWR 401 Certification: C Yes & No
For the record only for Corps Permit: C Yes & No

1f. Is this an after-the-fact permit application?*
C Yes © No
1g. Is payment into a mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program proposed for mitigation of impacts?

If so, attach the acceptance letter frommitigation bank or in-lieu fee program

C Yes & No

Acceptance Letter Attachment
Qlick the upload button or drag and drop files here to attach docurrent
FILE TYPEMUST BEFDF

1h. Is the project located in any of NC's twenty coastal counties?*
@ Yes © No

1i. Is the project located within a NC DCM Area of Environmental Concern (AEC)?*

@ Yes C No € Unknown

1j. Is the project located in a designated trout watershed? *

C Yes & No

Link to trout information: http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Permit-Program/Agency-Coordination/Trout.aspx

B. Applicant Information

1a. Who is the Primary Contact? *
NCDOT

1b. Primary Contact Email: *

jldilday@ncdot.gov

1d. Who is applying for the permit?*
¥ Owner
(Checkall that apply)
1e. Is there an Agent/Consultant for this project?*
C Yes & No

2. Owner Information

2a. Name(s) on recorded deed:*
NCDOT

2b. Deed book and page no.:

2c. Responsible party:
(for Corporations)

2d. Address *

Street Address

1000 Birch Ridge Drive
Address Line 2

Gty

Raleigh

Postal / Zip Code

27610

2e. Telephone Number:
(XXX)XXX-XXXX

(919)707-6000

2f. Fax Number:

(XXX)XXX-XXXX

2g. Email Address:*
pharris@ncdot.gov

1c. Primary Contact Phone:*
(XXX)XXX-XXXX

(919)707-6111

[~ Applicant (other than owner)

State / Province / Region
NC

Country

USA


http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Permit-Program/Agency-Coordination/Trout.aspx

C. Project Information and Prior Project History

1. Project Information

1a. Name of project:*
Broadband along US 70 from I-40 to State Port in Morehead City (R-5777D-Central)

1b. Subdivision name:

(if appropriate)

1c. Nearest municipalityltown:*
New Bern

2. Project Identification

2a. Property Identification Number: 2b. Property size:
(tax PNor parcel ID) (in acres)

2c. Project Address

Street Address

Address Line 2

City State / Province / Region
Postal / Zip Code Country

2d. Site coordinates in decimal degrees

Please collect site coordinates in decimal degrees. Use between 4-6 digits (unless you are using a survey-grade GPS device) after the decimal place as appropriate, based on how the location was
determined. (For example, most mobile phones with GPS provide locational precision in decimal degrees to map coordinates to 5 or 6 digits after the decimal place.)

Latitude: ™ Longitude:*
35.225262 -77.463521
ex: 34.208504 -77.796371

3. Surface Waters

3a. Name of the nearest body of water to proposed project:*
Neuse River, Trent River, Newport River

3b. Water Resources Classification of nearest receiving water:*
B, C, Sw, SB, NSW

Surface Water Lookup

3c. What river basin(s) is your project located in?*
Neuse

White Oak

3d. Please provide the 12-digit HUC in which the project is located. *

030202011003, 030202011004, 030202011005, 030202011006, 030202011007,030202011105,
030202011603, 030202011604, 030202020101, 030202020203, 030202020205, 030202020206,
030202020302, 030202020303, 030202020306,030202020601,030202020605, 030202020606,
030202040304,030202040305, 030202040401, 030202040404, 030202040502, 030203010402,
030203010406, 030203010702

River Basin Lookup

4. Project Description and History

4a. Describe the existing conditions on the site and the general land use in the vicinity of the project at the time of this application:*

Land use in the project vicinity is predominately maintained highway and right of way. Adjacent land use consists of forested, agricultural, residential and commercial properties.

4b. Have Corps permits or DWR certifications been obtained for this project (including all prior phases) in the past?*

C Yes & No € Unknown

4d. Attach an 8 1/2 X 11 excerpt from the most recent version of the USGS topographic map indicating the location of the project site. (for DWR)
Qlick the upload button or drag and drop files here to attach docurent
File type nust be pdf

4e. Attach an 8 1/2 X 11 excerpt from the most recent version of the published County NRCS Soil Survey map depicting the project site. (for DWR)
CQlick the upload button or drag and drop files here to attach docurent
File type must be pdf

4f. List the total estimated acreage of all existing wetlands on the property:
0.22


https://ncdenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=6e125ad7628f494694e259c80dd64265
http://ncdenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/PublicInformation/index.html?appid=ad3a85a0c6d644a0b97cd069db238ac3

4g. List the total estimated linear feet of all existing streams on the property:
(intermrittent and perennial)
1000

4h. Explain the purpose of the proposed project:*

Installation of conduit containing broadband fiber will be coupled with microcell towers and Intelligent
Transportation Systems (ITS) equipment to provide variable message signs along US 70
(future 1-42) and to implement integrated corridor management.

Additionally, installation of conduit maximizes the innovative contracting opportunities that can arise
from allowing private sector to have access to the trunk line. Implementation will provide high speed
internet access to underserved communities closing the internet service gap between urban and rural
households in eastern North Carolina.

4i. Describe the overall project in detail, including indirect impacts and the type of equipment to be used:*
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) proposes to install broadband fiber along the US 70 (future I-42) from |-40 east to Morehead City Port. The conduit used for
the project will be installed entirely within the existing NCDOT right of way. Anticipated equipment to be used includes dump trucks, plows, dozers, trenchers, backhoes, and boring
equipment.
4j. Please upload project drawings for the proposed project.

Qlick the upload button or drag and drop files here to attach docurment
R-5777D US-70 Drawing Package No Aerial.pdf 32.36MB

File type must be pdf

5. Jurisdictional Determinations
5a. Have the wetlands or streams been delineated on the property or proposed impact areas?*
@ Yes C No € Unknown

Comments:

field visits of corridor conducted on 7/2 and 7/14. Data forms, mapping and waters upload supplied
to USACE previously.

5b. If the Corps made a jurisdictional determination, what type of determination was made? ¥
& Preliminary € Approved € Not Verified € Unknown € NA

Corps AID Number:
Exanple: SAW-2017-99999

5c. If 5a is yes, who delineated the jurisdictional areas?

Name (if known): Morgan Weatherford & others for previous delineations
Agency/Consultant Company: NCDOT
Other:

5d. List the dates of the Corp jurisdiction determination or State determination if a determination was made by the Corps or DWR.

Wetlands along the corridor were determined from a combination of previously delineated projects and model generated predictions. Ground truthing was conducted by RK&K to
determine accuracy of the model predicted wetlands. A review of the wetlands was conducted with the USACE on July 2 and 14, 2020.

5d1. Jurisdictional determination upload
Qlick the upload button or drag and drop files here to attach docurrent
File type must be FDF

6. Future Project Plans
6a. Is this a phased project?*
C Yes & No

Are any other NWP(s), regional general permit(s), or individual permits(s) used, or intended to be used, to authorize any part of the proposed project or related activity? This
includes other separate and distant crossing for linear projects that require Department of the Army authorization but don’t require pre-construction notification.

D. Proposed Impacts Inventory

1. Impacts Summary

1a. Where are the impacts associated with your project? (check all that apply):

V¥ Wetlands [~ Streams-tributaries [~ Buffers
[~ Open Waters [~ Pond Construction
2. Wetland Impacts

If there are wetland impacts proposed on the site, then complete this question for each wetland area impacted.

"W." will be used in the table below to represent the word "wetland".




2a. Site #*(?)  ||2a1 Reason * (?) 2b. Impact type * (?) 2c. Type of W.* 2d. W. name * 2e. Forested * ||2f. Type of 2g. Impact
Jurisdicition * (?) area®
1 Clear and Grub T Unknown Multiple Yes Corps 0.004
(acres)
2 Trenching T Unknown Multiple No Corps 0.122
(acres)

2g. Total Temporary Wetland Impact
0.126

2g. Total Permanent Wetland Impact
0.000

2g. Total Wetland Impact
0.126

2h. Comments:
See attached table for additional details(misc. section).

E. Impact Justification and Mitigation

1. Avoidance and Minimization

1a. Specifically describe measures taken to avoid or minimize the proposed impacts in designing the project:*

All work will occur within the existing NCDOT right of way. There will be no impacts to jurisdictional streams. When streams are encountered along
corridor, conduit will either be attached to the existing structure or directionally bored under the stream. All wetlands with a length of 50 feet or greater
will be directionally bored, resulting in no impact.

1b. Specifically describe measures taken to avoid or minimize the proposed impacts through construction techniques:*

Where applicable, NCDOT "Design Standards in Sensitive Watersheds" will be adhered to. Once installed, the fiber optic lines will not require
maintenance and will be allowed to revert to the previously undisturbed state.

2. Compensatory Mitigation for Impacts to Waters of the U.S. or Waters of the State
2a. Does the project require Compensatory Mitigation for impacts to Waters of the U.S. or Waters of the State?
C Yes @ No

2b. If this project DOES NOT require Compensatory Mitigation, explain why:
All impacts to jurisdictional wetlands are considered temporary and do not require mitigation.

NC Stream Temperature Classification Maps can be found under the Mitigation Concepts tab on the Wilmington District's RIBITS website.

F. Stormwater Management and Diffuse Flow Plan (required by DWR)

ok

** Recent changes to the stormwater rules have required updates to this section

1. Diffuse Flow Plan

1a. Does the project include or is it adjacent to protected riparian buffers identified within one of the NC Riparian Buffer Protection Rules?
@ Yes € No

1b. All buffer impacts and high ground impacts require diffuse flow or other form of stormwater treatment. If the project is subject to a state implemented riparian buffer protection
program, include a plan that fully documents how diffuse flow will be maintained.

All Stormwater Control Measures (SCM)s must be designed in accordance with the NC Stormwater Design Manual. Associated supplement forms and other documentation shall be
provided.

What type of SCM are you providing?

[~ Level Spreader

[~ Vegetated Conveyance (lower SHWT)

[~ Wetland Swale (higher SHWT)

[~ Other SCM that removes minimum 30% nitrogen

¥ Proposed project will not create concentrated stormwater flow through the buffer
(check all that apply)

For a list of options to meet the diffuse flow requirements, click here.
Diffuse Flow Documentation

Qlick the upload button or drag and drop files here to attach docurment
File type nust be FDF

2. Stormwater Management Plan

2a. Is this a NCDOT project subject to compliance with NCDOT’s Individual NPDES permit NCS000250? *
@ Yes € No


https://ribits.usace.army.mil/ribits_apex/f?p=107:27:2734709611497::NO:RP:P27_BUTTON_KEY:0
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/energy-mineral-land-permit-guidance/stormwater-bmp-manual
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Water%20Quality/Surface%20Water%20Protection/401/Buffer%20Clarification%20Memos/Options%20for%20Meeting%20Diffuse%20Flow%20Provisions%20of%20the%20Storwmater%20and%20Riparian%20Buffer%20Protection%20Programs.pdf

Comments:

G. Supplementary Information

1. Environmental Documentation

1a. Does the project involve an expenditure of public (federal/state/local) funds or the use of public (federal/state) land?*

G Yes © No

1b. If you answered “yes” to the above, does the project require preparation of an environmental document pursuant to the requirements of the National or State (North Carolina)
Environmental Policy Act (NEPAISEPA)?*

© Yes C No

1c. If you answered “yes” to the above, has the document review been finalized by the State Clearing House? (If so, attach a copy of the NEPA or SEPA final approval Ietter.)*

C Yes & No

*
Comments:

Categorical Exclusions do not require submission to the State Clearing House.

2. Violations (DWR Requirement)

2a. Is the site in violation of DWR Water Quality Certification Rules (15A NCAC 2H .0500), Isolated Wetland Rules (15A NCAC 2H .1300), or DWR Surface Water or Wetland Standards or
Riparian Buffer Rules (15A NCAC 2B .0200)? *

C Yes © No

3. Cumulative Impacts (DWR Requirement)

3a. Will this project (based on past and reasonably anticipated future impacts) result in additional development, which could impact nearby downstream water quality?*
C Yes @ No

3b. If you answered “no,” provide a short narrative description.

Due to minimal transportation impact resulting from the broadband installation, this project will neither influence nearby land uses nor stimulate growth.
Therefore, a detailed indirect or cumulative effects study will not be necessary.

4. Sewage Disposal (DWR Requirement)

4a. Is sewage disposal required by DWR for this project?*
C Yes € No & NA

5. Endangered Species and Designated Critical Habitat (Corps Requirement)

5a. Will this project occur in or near an area with federally protected species or habitat? *
@ Yes C No

5b. Have you checked with the USFWS concerning Endangered Species Act impacts?*
@ Yes C No

5c. If yes, indicate the USFWS Field Office you have contacted.
Raleigh

5d. Is another Federal agency involved?*
C Yes © No € Unknown

5e. Is this a DOT project located within Division's 1.82%
@ Yes C No

5j. What data sources did you use to determine whether your site would impact Endangered Species or Designated Critical Habitat? *
N.C. Natural Heritage Program database; USFWS-Raleigh Field Office website; biological surveys for protected species listed for the listed counties
along the corridor. Concurrence from the USFWS was received on June 25, 2020 for listed species.
Consultation Documentation Upload

Qlick the upload button or drag and drop files here to attach docurent

20200625_ltr_USFWS_NCDOT_I-5986C_R-5777D.pdf 180.38KB
File type must be FDF

6. Essential Fish Habitat (Corps Requirement)

6a. Will this project occur in or near an area designated as an Essential Fish Habitat? *
© Yes C No

Are there submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) around the project vicinity?*
C Yes © No € Unknown



6b. What data sources did you use to determine whether your site would impact an Essential Fish Habitat? *
NMFS county index

7. Historic or Prehistoric Cultural Resources (Corps Requirement)
Link to the State Historic Preservation Office Historic Properties Map (does not include archaeological data: http://gis.ncdcr.gov/hpoweb/

7a. Will this project occur in or near an area that the state, federal or tribal governments have designated as having historic or cultural preservation status (e.g., National Historic
Trust designation or properties significant in North Carolina history and archaeology)?*

C Yes © No

7b. What data sources did you use to determine whether your site would impact historic or archeological resources? *

NEPA documentation. Though several sites near the project are eligible for the NRHP, there should be no impacts as long as the fiber optic line
remains within the existing DOT right of way.

7c. Historic or Prehistoric Information Upload
CQlick the upload button or drag and drop files here to attach docurent
File must be FOF

8. Flood Zone Designation (Corps Requirement)

Link to the FEMA Floodplain Maps: https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search

8a. Will this project occur in a FEMA-designated 100-year floodplain?*
G Yes © No

8b. If yes, explain how project meets FEMA requirements:

8c. What source(s) did you use to make the floodplain determination? *

Crossing multiple perennial waterways

Miscellaneous z

Comments

Miscellaneous attachments not previously requested.
Qlick the upload button or drag and drop files here to attach docurent

US70_June9_Flag50Huc8_Stats.pdf 3.21KB
File mmust be FDF or KMZ

Signature -

*

¥ By checking the box and signing below, | certify that:
= | have given true, accurate, and complete information on this form;
= | agree that submission of this PCN form is a “transaction” subject to Chapter 66, Article 40 of the NC General Statutes (the “Uniform Electronic Transactions Act”);
= | agree to conduct this transaction by electronic means pursuant to Chapter 66, Article 40 of the NC General Statutes (the “Uniform Electronic Transactions Act”);

= |understand that an electronic signature has the same legal effect and can be enforced in the same way as a written signature; AND
= |intend to electronically sign and submit the PCN form.

Full Name:*

Mack Christopher Rivenbark, lll

Signature *
Kack C. Rirenbatt, |

Date
8/6/2020


http://gis.ncdcr.gov/hpoweb/
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search

R-5777D Submitted 8/6/2020
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United States Department of the Interior

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Raleigh ES Field Office
Post Office Box 33726
Raleigh, North Carolina 27636-3726

June 25, 2020

Philip S. Harris III, P.E.

NC Department of Transportation
Environmental Analysis Unit

1598 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1598

Dear Mr. Harris:

This letter is in response to your letter of June 23, 2020 which provided the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service) with the biological conclusion of the North Carolina Department of
Transportation (NCDOT) that the proposed installation of broadband fiber optic cable along US
70 (future 1-42) from I-40 east to Morehead City Port and along I-95 from the South Carolina
State line to the Virginia State line (STIP Nos. R-5777D and [-5986C) may affect, but is not
likely to adversely affect the federally endangered Cape Fear Shiner (Notropis mekistocholas),
Dwarf Wedgemussel (4Alasmidonta heterodon), and Tar River Spinymussel (Parvaspina
steinstansana), as well as the federally threatened Yellow Lance (Elliptio lanceolata). In
addition, NCDOT has determined that the action may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect
the proposed endangered Carolina Madtom (Noturus furiosus) and the proposed threatened
Atlantic Pigtoe (Fusconaia masoni) and Neuse River Waterdog (Necturus lewisi). The federally
threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) has previously been addressed
through a programmatic biological opinion. NCDOT has determined that the action will have no
effect on all other listed species. The following response is provided in accordance with Section
7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531-1543).

According to information provided, the fiber optic cables will be installed within existing
NCDOT right-of-way and will utilize minimally invasive installation techniques. At all stream
crossings, the fiber optic cables will either be directionally bored underneath the stream or will
be installed over the stream on existing bridges. Based on available information, and given the
minimal amount of ground disturbance, the Service concurs with your conclusion that the
proposed action may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the Cape Fear Shiner, Dwarf
Wedgemussel, Tar River Spinymussel, Yellow Lance, Carolina Madtom, Atlantic Pigtoe, and
Neuse River Waterdog. Although the Carolina Madtom, Atlantic Pigtoe, and Neuse River
Waterdog are currently only proposed listed species, this concurrence will be valid if and when
the species are listed. Based on available information, the Service also concurs with your
conclusion that the action will have no effect on all other listed species. We believe that the
requirements of Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA have been satisfied. We remind you that obligations
under Section 7 consultation must be reconsidered if: (1) new information reveals impacts of this
identified action that may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner not previously



considered in this review; (2) this action is subsequently modified in a manner that was not
considered in this review; or (3) a new species is listed or critical habitat determined that may be
affected by this identified action.

The Service appreciates the opportunity to review this project. If you have any questions
regarding our response, please contact Mr. Gary Jordan at (919) 856-4520 (Ext. 32).

Sincerely,

oty Jondan. .

Pete Benjamin
Field Supervisor

Electronic copy:

Eric Alsmeyer, USACE, Wake Forest, NC
Travis Wilson, NCWRC, Creedmoor, NC
Chris Rivenbark, NCDOT, Raleigh, NC
Jason Dilday, NCDOT, Raleigh, NC
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