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December 9, 2015 

Mr. Tom Steffens  Mr. Stephen Lane 
NCDOT Coordinator NCDOT Coordinator 
Washington Regulatory Field Office N.C. Dept. of Environmental Quality 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers  Division of Coastal Management 
2407 W 5th Street  400 Commerce Avenue 
Washington, NC 27889-1000 Morehead City, NC 28557 

Dear Sirs: 

Subject: Permit modification request for the proposed improvements to US 17 in Onslow, 
Jones and Craven Counties, TIP No. R-2514B, C & D. Debit $570 and $100 
from WBS 34442.1.3. 

Reference: CWA Section 404 permit Action ID SAW-2008-00528 issued May 22, 2015 
401 Water Quality Certification No. 004012 issued March 2, 2015   

NCDWR Project No. 20141169v1  
N.C. Coastal Area Management Act Permit 43-15 issued March 24, 2015 

As you are aware, the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) is constructing 
improvements to US 17 from SR 1330/SR 1439 south of Belgrade to the New Bern Bypass.  
Permits for this project were issued earlier this year, and the project was let to construction on June 
16, 2015.  The NCDOT is requesting a permit modification to allow for changes the contractor 
wants to make in the temporary access at Higgins Branch and the White Oak River (R-2514B, 
Permit sites 10 and 12 respectively).  

Structures 2 and 3 (Site 10) 
At Higgins Branch (Site 10), the permit modification will allow for temporary access between 
structures 2 & 3 at Sta. 147+95+00 -L-, as depicted in the attached plan sheet. At this location a 
section of the proposed temporary access will be removed and the main bridge will be extending 
over Higgins Branch. The proposed design removes the fingers at bent 1 of the permanent bridge 
and extends the trestle over Higgins Branch connecting the two sides. The additional area requested 
will have a trestle with a maximum width of 30 ft and a minimum height of the same elevation as 
the permanent bridge. The environmental impacted area for this location will decrease in size.  

The impacted area breakdown is as follows using 30 inch diameter steel pile at 35 ft bent spacing. 
• Impact disturbed by trestle columns in non-permitted area: 44.18 sqft
• Total area disturbed by trestle columns: 132.5 sqft (27 columns)
• Temporary impacts due to temporary bridge bents in wetlands on Site 10 is <0.01 acre

(435.6 sqft)
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