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March 6, 2012 Revised March 8, 2012 

 
Wilmington Regulatory Field Office 
US Army Corps of Engineers  
69 Darlington Avenue  
Wilmington, North Carolina 28403 
 
ATTN:     Mr. Brad Shaver 
     NCDOT Coordinator 

 

Dear Sir:  
 
Subject:  Application for Individual Section 404 and Section 401 Water Quality Certification for 

the proposed improvements to NC 24 from 2.8 miles east of I-95 to I-40 in Cumberland, 
Sampson, and Duplin Counties.  Federal Aid Project No. STPNHF-F-8-2(17), TIP No. R-
2303. Debit $570.00 from WBS 34416. 

 
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT), Division of Highways, in consultation 
with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes to improve NC 24 from 2.8 miles east 
of I-95 to I-40, from a two-lane to a four-lane divided facility for a total distance of 41.8 miles.  
Section A for which we are proposing a final design, begins 2.8 miles east of I-95 (west of SR 1006) 
and ends at SR 1853 (John Nunnery Rd.). 
 
The purpose of this letter is to request approval for a Section 404 Individual Permit and a Section 401 
Water Quality Certification for R-2303 based on final design impacts for Section A and preliminary 
design for Sections B through F.  In addition to the cover letter and ENG Form 4345, this application 
package includes the following for R-2303: permit drawings, half size roadway plans, On-site 
Mitigation Plan for NC Highway 24 Improvements and NC Ecosystem Enhancement Program (EEP) 
Acceptance Letters. 
 

1.0 Purpose and Need 

 
The purpose and need for this project, as identified in the Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS), is to provide an efficient link between two major interstate highways (I-95 and I-40), increase 
capacity, improve traffic operations, and improve safety of travel within and through the NC 24 study 
area corridor. 

 

2.0 Project Description 

 
The proposed action involves a combination of widening, new location segments, and other 
improvements to the existing NC 24 roadway from 2.8 miles east of I-95 to I-40 to create a four-lane 
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There have been no changes within the historic architectural and archaeological resources since the 

completion of the FEIS. 

 

10.0  FEMA Compliance  
 

The project has been coordinated with appropriate state and local officials and the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to assure compliance with FEMA, state, and local 

floodway regulations.  

  

11.0 Mitigation Options 
 

The NCDOT is committed to incorporating all reasonable and practicable design features to avoid 

and minimize jurisdictional impacts, and to provide full compensatory mitigation of all remaining, 

unavoidable jurisdictional impacts.  Avoidance measures were taken during the planning and NEPA 

compliance stages; minimization measures were incorporated as part of the project design.   

 

11.1 Avoidance and Minimization 

 

All jurisdictional features were delineated, field verified and surveyed within the corridor for R-2303.  

Using these surveyed features, preliminary designs were adjusted to avoid and/or minimize impacts 

to jurisdictional areas.  NCDOT employs many strategies to avoid and minimize impacts to 

jurisdictional areas in all of its designs.  Many of these strategies have been incorporated into BMP 

documents that have been reviewed and approved by the resource agencies and which will be 

followed throughout construction.  All wetland areas not affected by the project will be protected 

from unnecessary encroachment.  Individual avoidance and minimization items are as follows:  

 

• No staging of construction equipment or storage of construction supplies will be allowed in 

wetlands or near surface waters. 

• The project was designed to avoid or minimize disturbance to aquatic life movements. 

• NCDOT and its contractors will not excavate, fill, or perform land clearing activities within 

Waters of the U.S. or any areas under the jurisdiction of the USACE, except as authorized by the 

USACE. To ensure that all borrow and waste activities occur on high ground, except as 

authorized by permit, the NCDOT shall require its contractors to identify all areas to be used to 

borrow material, or to dispose of dredged, fill or waste material.  Documentation of the location 

and characteristics of all borrow and disposal sites associated with the project will be available to 

the USACE on request. 

• Preformed Scour Holes will be used where practicable. 

• Storm water will be treated using grass swales and an infiltration basin. 

• NCDOT will implement Best Management Practices for Bridge Demolition and Removal. 

• NCDOT will implement Best Management Practices for the Protection of Surface Waters.   

• Special Sediment Control Fence will be used were applicable 

• Bridge lengths have been designed to avoid impacts to higher quality wetlands, improve 

hydrology, and wildlife passage. 

• Perpendicular stream crossings will be used. 

• 3:1 side slopes will be used within the wetlands. 

• Bank stabilization will not place rip-rap in stream bottom and will reduce erosion and 

sedimentation.  

• Reduced median width. 
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