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September 15, 2025 

 

 

MEMORANDUM TO:   Division Environmental and Construction Units 
 

FROM:    Michael A. Turchy, ECAP Group Leader 

    Environmental Analysis Unit 

     
SUBJECT: Environmental Permits for Replacement of Bridge 62 over Cove Creek on SR 

1500 (Poplar Cove Road) in Haywood County, Division 14, WBS 

DF18313.2044210. 
 

Please find enclosed the following permits for this project: 

 

Agency Permit Type Expiration 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

Section 404 Clean Water Act Permit 

Nationwide Permit 3,  

Action ID: SAW-2025-01541 

Dated September  15, 2025 

March 14, 2026* 

NC Division of Water Resources 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification 

Individual Water Quality Certification, 
ID: 202501043 v1 

Dated September 9, 2025 

expires with 

above Permit 

 

Work is authorized by the above-referenced documents and must be accomplished in strict accordance with the 
permitted plans. 

 

The Environmental Coordination and Permitting Group (ECAP) or the Division Environmental Office must be 
consulted if any deviation from the permit(s) or accompanying drawings is required. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

*All 404 Nationwide Permits expire on March 14, 2026.  Since new Nationwide Permits are not issued until the 

previous set expires, a one-year period exists between March 14, 2026, and March 14, 2027 to complete 
construction, or renew the permit under the new Nationwide Permit.  
 

ECAP will coordinate with Division Environmental Staff to determine project completion timelines and initiate 

the renewal process, if necessary. 

http://www.ncdot.gov/


404 Permit 

(USACE) 

  



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, WILMINGTON DISTRICT 

WRDA TRANSPORTATION BRANCH 
69 DARLINGTON AVE 

WILMINGTON NORTH CAROLINA 28403  

September 15, 2025 

Regulatory Division 
SAW-2025-01541 

Sent Via email: maturchy@ncdot.gov 

NC Department of Transportation 
Natural Environment Section 
Mr. Michael Turchy 
1598 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1598 

Dear Mr. Turchy: 

 This letter is in response to the Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) you submitted to 
the Wilmington District, WRDA  on August 11, 2025, for a 
Department of the Army Nationwide ermit (NWP) verification. This project has been 
assigned the file number SAW-2025-01541 and is known as the Br 62 
(DF18313.2044210) project. This file number should be referenced in all 
correspondence concerning this project.  

 A review of the information provided indicates that the proposed work involves the 
permanent replacement of a bridge that was critically damaged by the Helene storm 
event and was temporarily replaced with two corrugated metal pipes.  Impacts from the 
emergency repair have already occurred so this permit verification authorizes the 
emergency repairs after the fact. A new single-span, 50-foot-long bridge will replace the 
damaged bridge, and the temporary crossing will be removed. Specific impacts include 
the permanent impact to 63 lf of stream channel due to bank stabilization and the 
temporary impact to 40 lf of stream channel due to the temporary pipe placement. The 
project is located where Poplar Cove Road crosses Cove Creek, south of the 
intersection of Poplar Cove Road with Betsy's Gap Road in Fines Creek, Haywood 
County, North Carolina at Latitude 35.676300 and Longitude -82.932200. 

 We have determined that the proposed work is authorized by NWP 3 pursuant to 
authorities under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C § 1344). The proposed 
work must be accomplished in strict accordance with the general permit conditions, any 
regional conditions, the special conditions listed in this letter, the application materials, 
and the enclosed plans. If the extent of the project area and/or nature of the authorized 
impacts to waters are modified, a revised PCN must be submitted to this office for 
written approval before work is initiated. Any violation of permit conditions or deviation 
from your submitted plans may subject the permittee to enforcement action.  



 This verification is valid until March 14, 2026, unless prior to this date the subject 
NWP(s) is suspended, revoked, or is modified such that the activity no longer complies 
with the terms and conditions of this NWP.  If you commence or are under contract to 
commence this activity before the date that the relevant NWP is modified or revoked, 
you will have 12 months from the date of the modification or revocation of the NWP to 
complete the activity under the present terms and conditions of this NWP. 

 This NWP verification does not preclude the necessity to obtain any other Federal, 
State, or local permits, licenses, and/or certifications, which may be required.  

 If you have any questions related to this verification or have issues accessing 
documents referenced in this letter, please contact Crystal  Amschler, Project 
Manager of the WRDA  at 828-526-6013, by mail at the above 
address, or by email at crystal.c.amschler@usace.army.mil. Please take a moment to 
complete our customer satisfaction survey located at https://
regulatory.ops.usace.army.mil/customer-service-survey/.  

Sincerely, 

M. Scott Jones, PWS
WRDA / Transportation Branch Chief
USACE - Wilmington District

Enclosures 



ENG FORM 6285, DEC 2024 PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT 

For use of this form, see Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, and 
Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act; the proponent agency is CECW-COR. 

Form Approved - 

OMB No. 0710-0003 

Expires 2027-10-31 

The Agency Disclosure Notice (ADN) 

The Public reporting burden for this collection of information, 0710-0003, is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
Send comments regarding the burden estimate or burden reduction suggestions to the Department of Defense, Washington Headquarters Services, at 
whs.mc-alex.esd.mbx.dd-dod-information-collections@mail.mil. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no 
person shall be subject to any penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it does not display a currently valid OMB control number. 

PURPOSE: This form is used by recipients of U.S. Army Corps of Engineer Regulatory permits to certify compliance with the permit terms and 
conditions. 

Your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers representative. If you fail to comply with this permit, 
you are subject to permit suspension, modification, or revocation. 

Upon completion of the activity authorized by this permit and any mitigation required by the permit, sign this certification and return it to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District, Regulatory Office. 

The certification can be submitted by email at  crystal.c.amschler@usace.army.mil or by mail at the below address: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Wilmington District Office 

Street Address: 151 Patton Ave Rm 208 

City: Asheville State: North Carolina    Zip Code: 28801 

COMPLETED BY THE CORPS 

Corps Action Number:         SAW-2025-01541 

Permit Type:  General Permit 

General Permit Number and Name (if applicable):  

Name of Permittee:  Michael Turchy

Project Name:            the Br 62 (DF18313.2044210) project 

Project Location (physical address):       Poplar Cove Road crosses Cove Creek, in Fines Creek 

Haywood County, North Carolina

PERMITTEE'S CERTIFICATION 

Date Work Started: 

Date Work Completed: 

Enclose photographs showing the completed project (if available). 

I         hereby certify that the work authorized by the above referenced permit has been completed in accordance 
 with all of the permit terms and conditions, and that any required compensatory mitigation has been completed in accordance with the permit 
conditions. 

Name Date Signature



401 

Certification 

(NCDWR) 

  





kristilynn.carpenter
https://www.oah.nc.gov/

kristilynn.carpenter
mailto:amy.anninol@deq.nc.gov















Permitted 

Drawings 


















