
 

 

 

  STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

JOSH STEIN  DANIEL H. JOHNSON 
GOVERNOR   SECRETARY 

 

Mailing Address: 
NC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS UNIT  
1598 MAIL SERVICE CENTER 
RALEIGH NC 27699-1598 

Telephone: (919) 707-6000 

Customer Service:  1-877-368-4968 

Website: www.ncdot.gov 

Location: 
1000 BIRCH RIDGE DRIVE 

RALEIGH NC 27610 
 

 

 
October 17, 2025 

 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:   Division Environmental and Construction Units 
 
FROM:    Michael A. Turchy, ECAP Group Leader 
    Environmental Analysis Unit 
     
SUBJECT: Environmental Permits for the Replacement of Bridge 228 on SR 1310 

over the Nantahala River in Macon County, Division 14, TIP: BR-0053. 
 
 
 
Conveyance Authorization for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission c/o Duke Energy has not been 
received. Bridgework over the Nantahala River is not authorized until receipt. 

 
 
Please find enclosed the following permits for this project: 
 

Agency Permit Type Permit Expiration 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Section 404 Clean Water Act Permit 

Regional General Permit 50 May 25, 2025 

NC Division of Water Resources 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification 

General Certification No. 4135 [RGP50] May 25, 2025 

 
Work is authorized by the above referenced permit provided it is accomplished in strict accordance with 
the permitted plans. 
 
The Environmental Coordination and Permitting Group or the Division Environmental Office must be 
consulted if any deviation from the permit(s) or accompanying drawings is required. 
 
The General Conditions and Certifications for Nationwide and Regional Permits can be referenced at: 
https://xfer.services.ncdot.gov/pdea/PermIssued/_General_Conditions_and_Certifications/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
WILMINGTON DISTRICT 

 
Action Id.  SAW-2023-01504   County:  Macon County     U.S.G.S. Quad: Hewitt 

 
GENERAL PERMIT (REGIONAL AND NATIONWIDE) VERIFICATION 

 
Permittee:  North Carolina Department of Transportation 
 Mr. Jeffrey  Hemphill 
Address:  1598 Mail Service Center 
                               Raleigh NC, 27699 
 
Nearest Town Beechertown    
Nearest Waterway  Nantahala River River Basin Upper Tennessee 
USGS HUC  06010202     Coordinates  Latitude: 35.267721;  
      Longitude: -83.669009 
 
Location description:  The Br-0053 (Br 228) replacement project is located where Wayah Road 
crosses the Nantahala River, approximately 1 mile east of the intersection of Wayah Road and 
US 74 in Beechertown, Macon County, North Carolina. 35.267721 -83.669009 
 
 
Description of projects area and activity: This permit verification authorizes the replacement of a 
structurally deficient bridge with a new bridge in the same location. The project will result in 
the permanent impact to 40 lf of stream channel and the temporary impact to 101 lf of stream 
channel. 
 
Applicable Law:   Section 404 (Clean Water Act, 33 USC 1344);    
                               Section 10 (Rivers and Harbors Act, 33 USC 403) 
 
Authorization:  Regional General Permit Number and/or Nationwide Permit Number: GP 50 - NCDOT 
- Bridge, Road Widenings and Interchanges 

SEE ATTACHED RGP or NWP GENERAL, REGIONAL AND/OR SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 

 Special Conditions 
1) Per the USFWS 1/30/2024 letter, NCDOT will do the following: 

a. Tree clearing will take place from October 16 to March 31. 
b. Tree clearing will be minimized to the maximum extent possible and limits will be clearly 

marked for the contractor. 
c. The existing bridges will be surveyed within 14 days of construction to ensure absence 

of roosting bats. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) Asheville Field Office will 
be contacted immediately if bats are observed. 

d. Blasting during the bat pup season (May 15 – July 31) will be avoided to the maximum 
extent r, construction constraints and unforeseen site circumstances may necessitate 
some blasting during this period. 

e. Night work will not occur.  
f. No additional permanent lighting will be added to the roadway.  
g. Design Standards in Sensitive Watersheds will be followed for the project’s Sediment 

and Erosion Control procedures.  
h. Any construction vehicles or equipment will be power washed prior to entering the 

bridge project areas to help eliminate introduction/spread of non-native invasive species.  
2) NCDOT will develop a boater safety plan pursuant to Duke’s FERC Permit and will forward to the 

Corps once it’s finalized. Absent the final boater safety plan, NCDOT has committed to the 
following conditions: 



 
 

 

a. The temporary work pads will not block more than 50% of the river and will also not 
create a hazardous situation or velocities that are any higher than the natural conditions 
found up and downstream of the river. 

b. There will be a signage component to direct paddlers to the safest passage, when that 
direction is required, during construction. 

c. No beams or equipment will be hoisted while boaters [or anyone] is present underneath. 
d. No components of the bridge will be dropped into the water. 
e. During the removal process, overhead removal will temporarily pause while boaters are 

present. 
3) Per the NC Wildlife Resources Commission, NCDOT is prohibited from doing any in-stream work 

and land disturbance within the 25-foot trout buffer from October 15 to April 15 to protect trout 
spawning.  Additionally, Design Standards in Sensitive Watersheds shall be implemented with 
this project. 

4) The Permittee shall implement commitments as described in the Historic Architecture and 
Landscapes Assessment of Effects Form (enclosed) to ensure no adverse effect to historic 
architecture resources. 
 

Your work is authorized by the above referenced permit provided it is accomplished in strict 
accordance with the attached conditions and your submitted application dated July 21, 2023 
and ensuing record. Any violation of the attached conditions or deviation from your submitted 
plans may subject the permittee to a stop work order, a restoration order, a Class I 
administrative penalty, and/or appropriate legal action.   
 
This verification will remain valid until the expiration date identified below unless the nationwide 
and/or regional general permit authorization is modified, suspended or revoked.  If, prior to the 
expiration date identified below, the nationwide and/or regional general permit authorization is 
reissued and/or modified, this verification will remain valid until the expiration date identified below, 
provided it complies with all requirements of the modified nationwide permit.  If the nationwide and/or 
regional general permit authorization expires or is suspended, revoked, or is modified, such that the 
activity would no longer comply with the terms and conditions of the nationwide permit, activities 
which have commenced (i.e., are under construction) or are under contract to commence in reliance 
upon the nationwide and/or regional general permit, will remain authorized provided the activity is 
completed within twelve months of the date of the nationwide and/or regional general permit’s 
expiration, modification or revocation, unless discretionary authority has been exercised on a case-
by-case basis to modify, suspend or revoke the authorization.   
 
Activities subject to Section 404 (as indicated above) may also require an individual Section 401 
Water Quality Certification.  You should contact the NC Division of Water Resources (telephone 919-
807-6300) to determine Section 401 requirements.      
      
For activities occurring within the twenty coastal counties subject to regulation under the Coastal Area 
Management Act (CAMA), prior to beginning work you must contact the N.C. Division of Coastal 
Management  in Morehead City, NC, at (252) 808-2808. 
      
This Department of the Army verification does not relieve the permittee of the responsibility to obtain 
any other required Federal, State or local approvals/permits. 
      
If there are any questions regarding this verification, any of the conditions of the Permit, or the Corps 
of Engineers regulatory program, please contact Crystal Amschler at (828) 526-6013 or 
Crystal.C.Amschler@usace.army.mil. 



 
 

 

 
Corps Regulatory Official: ___________________________ Date:  March 25, 2024 
Expiration Date of Verification:  May 25, 2025 
 
The Wilmington District is committed to providing the highest level of support to the public.  To help 
us ensure we continue to do so, please complete our Customer Satisfaction Survey, located online at 
https://regulatory.ops.usace.army.mil/customer-service-survey/ 
 
  

2024.03.26 
08:57:35 -04'00'



 
 

 

Action ID Number: SAW-2023-01504   County: Macon County  
                                 
Permittee:  North Carolina Department of Transportation 
 Mr. Jeffrey  Hemphill 
Address:  1598 Mail Service Center 
                               Raleigh NC, 27699 
 
Project Name: NCDOT / Br-0053 (Br 228) replacement project on SR 1310 / Nantahala River 
/ Macon County / Div 14 
 
Date Verification Issued:  March 25, 2024 
 
Project Manager: Crystal Amschler 
 
Upon completion of the activity authorized by this permit and any mitigation required by the 
permit, sign this certification and return it to the following address: 
 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
WILMINGTON DISTRICT 

Attn:  Crystal Amschler, Project Manager 
Asheville Regulatory Field Office 

151 Patton Avenue, Room 208 
Asheville, North Carolina 28801 

 
 
Please note that your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by a U. S. Army 
Corps of Engineers representative.  Failure to comply with any terms or conditions of this 
authorization may result in the Corps suspending, modifying or revoking the authorization 
and/or issuing a Class I administrative penalty, or initiating other appropriate legal action. 
 
I hereby certify that the work authorized by the above referenced permit has been completed 
in accordance with the terms and condition of the said permit, and required mitigation was 
completed in accordance with the permit conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 _______________________________________  ______________________ 
 Signature of Permittee      Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Historic Architecture and Landscapes EFFECTS ASSESSMENT form for Minor Transportation Projects as Qualified in the 2007 Programmatic Agreement. 
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HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE AND LANDSCAPES 

ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS FORM 
 

This form only pertains to Historic Architecture and Landscapes for this project.  It 
is not valid for Archaeological Resources.  You must consult separately with the 

Archaeology Group. 
 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
Project No: BR-0053 County: Macon 
WBS No.: 67053.1.1 Document 

Type: 

 

Fed. Aid No: N/A Funding:  State      Federal 

Federal 

Permit(s): 
 Yes      No Permit 

Type(s): 
USACE 

Project Description:  
Replace Bridge No. 228 on SR 1310 (Wayah Road) over Nantahala River. 

 
SUMMARY OF HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE AND LANDSCAPES REVIEW 

Description of review activities, results, and conclusions:  
Review of HPO quad maps, HPO GIS information, historic designations roster, and indexes was 
undertaken on January 8, 2018.  Based on this review, the project falls within the Determined 
Eligible Nantahala Power and Light Complex. An assessment of effects is required. 

 
ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS 

Property Name: Nantahala Hydroelectric Power 
Project 

Status: Determined Eligible 

Survey Site No.:       PIN:       
Effects 
         No Effect                            No Adverse Effect                             Adverse Effect 
 
Explanation of Effects Determination:  
There will be no adverse effect with the following environmental commitments listed below. 
 
List of Environmental Commitments:  

1. Maintain Right of Way 
2. Oregon Rail to be utilized for bridge rails 
3. Retaining walls will utilize a natural stone design 

 

 
FHWA Intends to use the State Historic Preservation Office’s concurrence as a basis for a “de 
minimis” finding for the following properties, pursuant to Section 4(f): 
 
Nantahala Hydroelectric Power Project 
 
 

 

20-02-0001 

Project Tracking No. (Internal Use) 



 

Historic Architecture and Landscapes EFFECTS ASSESSMENT form for Minor Transportation Projects as Qualified in the 2007 Programmatic Agreement. 
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SUPPORT DOCUMENTATION 

 
Map(s) Previous Survey Info. Photos Correspondence Design Plans 

 
 
 
 

FINDING BY NCDOT AND STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE  
 
Historic Architecture and Landscapes – ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS  
 
 
                    
 
NCDOT Architectural Historian     Date 
 
 
                    
 
State Historic Preservation Office Representative   Date 
 
 
                    
 
Federal Agency Representative     Date 
 
 

04/28/2022

04/29/2022

05/02/2022
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(Version 3.00; Released August 2021)

67053.1.1 TIP/Proj No: BR-0053 County(ies): Macon       Page 1 of 2

TIP Number: Date:

Phone: Phone:

Email: Email:

County(ies):
CAMA County?

No

Design/Future: Year: 2022 Existing: Year:
Project BR-0053 involves replacement of bridge #550228 over the Nantahala River with a total of 0.140 mile of roadwork on SR 1310 (Wayah Road) in Macon County.  The 
existing bridge #550228, a a 1@35'-6", 1@35'-0", 1@35'-6" structure with an overall length of 106'-0" and out-out width of 21'-10", is to be replaced by a 1@70'-0", 1@45’-0” 
structure with an overall length of 115’-0” and out-out width of 33'-0".  The new bridge will be offset from the existing one so that traffic can be maintained through staged 
construction.

The proposed bridge does not contain deck drains.  All storm water runoff from the bridge and approaches will be collected by a storm drainage system on the west side of the 
bridge and discharged into the floodplain through rip rap.  Runoff away from the bridge and on the side of the road away from the river will be collected in ditches and piped across 
the road to discharge into the floodplain through rip rap while runoff on the side of the road toward the river will continue to sheet down the roadway fill slopes and discharge into the 
floodplain.  Most of the road, however, is sloped away from the river for safety reasons.

The existing bridge does not contain deck drains.  All storm water runoff from the bridge collects along the railing, flows down the roadway fill slopes behind the wingwalls, and 
discharges into the floodplain.  Runoff away from the bridge and on the side of the road away from the river collects in ditches and is piped across the road to discharge into the 
floodplain through rip rap while runoff on the side of the road toward the river sheets down the roadway fill slopes and discharges into the floodplain.

General Project Narrative:
(Description of Minimization of Water 

Quality Impacts)

Two 9' lanes with variable width grass shoulders.

640

National Forest

North Carolina Department of Transportation

Highway Stormwater Program
    STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

    FOR NCDOT PROJECTS

Project Type:

1590 Mail Service Center Address:

General Project Information

BR-005367053.1.1

Address:

1/5/2022

(919) 707-6738

Raleigh, NC 27699-1590

Contractor / Designer:

(919) 707-6763

1590 Mail Service Center

cacavalier@ncdot.gov

MaconN/A

Project Built-Upon Area (ac.)

600

Two 10' lanes with 6-9' grassed shoulders.

2019

jlmoore6@ncdot.gov

Annual Avg Daily Traffic (veh/hr/day):

Existing Site

Project Length (lin. miles or feet):        

ac.ac.

City/Town:

0.4
Typical Cross Section Description:       

Surrounding Land Use:    

No
Wetlands within Project Limits?

0.3

.129 mile

Project Description

Proposed Project

Little TennesseeRiver Basin(s):  

Jonathan Moore

Raleigh, NC 27699-1590

WBS Element:

Bridge ReplacementWBS Element:

Corey CavalierNCDOT Contact:



(Version 3.00; Released August 2021)

67053.1.1 TIP/Proj No.: BR-0053 County(ies): Macon       Page 2 of 2

Aquatic T&E Species? Comments:

Yes N/A

No

Aquatic T&E Species? Comments:

Aquatic T&E Species? Comments:

Buffer Rules in Effect:
Project Includes Bridge Spanning Water Body? Deck Drains Discharge Over Buffer? Dissipator Pads Provided in Buffer?

NCDWR Stream Index No.:

NCDWR Surface Water Classification for Water Body Primary Classification:  

(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative) (If yes, describe in the General Project Narrative; if no, justify in the 
General Project Narrative)(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

Deck Drains Discharge Over Water Body?

Other Stream Classification: None

Supplemental Classification:  
NCDWR Surface Water Classification for Water Body Primary Classification:  

Other Stream Classification: 

Surface Water Body (3):       NCDWR Stream Index No.:

Primary Classification:  Class B

(If yes, describe in the General Project Narrative; if no, justify in the 
General Project Narrative)(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

Buffer Rules in Effect:
Project Includes Bridge Spanning Water Body? Deck Drains Discharge Over Buffer? Dissipator Pads Provided in Buffer?

Impairments: None

NRTR Stream ID: Buffer Rules in Effect:

NRTR Stream ID:

Other Stream Classification: 
Impairments:

Project Includes Bridge Spanning Water Body? Deck Drains Discharge Over Buffer? Dissipator Pads Provided in Buffer?
Deck Drains Discharge Over Water Body? (If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative) (If yes, describe in the General Project Narrative; if no, justify in the 

General Project Narrative)(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

Impairments:

North Carolina Department of Transportation

Highway Stormwater Program
    STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

    FOR NCDOT PROJECTS

WBS Element:

Supplemental Classification:  

Surface Water Body (2):       

Deck Drains Discharge Over Water Body? (If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

NRTR Stream ID: N/A

Surface Water Body (1):  Nantahala River NCDWR Stream Index No.: 2-57-(22.5)

General Project Information

Supplemental Classification:  Trout Waters (Tr) 

Waterbody Information

NCDWR Surface Water Classification for Water Body
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Hand Existing Existing 
Permanent Temp. Excavation Mechanized Clearing Permanent  Temp. Channel Channel Natural 

Site Station Structure Fill In Fill In in Clearing in SW SW Impacts Impacts Stream
No. (From/To) Size / Type Wetlands Wetlands  Wetlands in Wetlands  Wetlands impacts impacts Permanent Temp. Design

(ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ft) (ft) (ft)

1 -L- 13+36 / 15+80 Bridge + Rip Rap Wingwall < 0.01 0.01 40 101

/ Abutment Protection

Causeway Work Pad 0.10

-L- 13+95 / 14+11 Clearing < 0.01

TOTALS*: < 0.01 < 0.01 0.11 40 101 0

*Rounded totals are sum of actual impacts

NOTES:  The Causeway length is 77'. The permanent impacts
completely overlap the temporary Causeway impacts
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