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SUMMARY OF CORRIDOR PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 

OFFICIAL PUBLIC HEARING TRANSCRIPT 

TOWN OF AYDEN RESOLUTION – OCTOBER 9, 2006 

TOWN OF WINTERVILLE RESOLUTION – SEPTEMBER 11, 2006 

CITY OF GREENVILLE RESOLUTION – SEPTEMBER 25, 2006 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

     
     
TO:  R-2250 Corridor Public Hearing Post-Hearing Meeting Attendees 
   
DATE: October 9, 2006 
 
SUBJECT:  Project 8.1221401 (R-2250) Pitt County 
  Greenville Southwest Bypass 
  
 

Summary of Corridor Public Hearing Comments 
 
A Corridor Public Hearing was held on Thursday, September 7, 2006, at South 
Central High School in Winterville, NC. In addition, three pre-hearing open houses 
were held on Monday, August 21, 2006, at A.G. Cox Middle School, Tuesday, 
August 22, 2006 at Ayden Middle School, and Thursday September 7, 2006 at 
South Central High School.  
 
 

TOTAL ATTENDANCE 
Workshop #1      110 
Workshop #2      172 
Workshop #3/Corridor Public Hearing   368 

 TOTAL       650 
 

TOTAL BY ALTERNATIVE FAVORED: 
 No Build Alternative        10 
 Alternative 1B-EXT         4 
 Alternative 4-EXT     161 
  Petition           (1797) 
 Alternative 5-EXT       51 
  Petition              (432) 
 NOT Alternative 4-EXT        5 
 NOT Alternative 5-EXT        4 
 Bypass – Non Specific      14 
TOTAL       249 (2,229) 

 
At the Public Hearing, NCDOT decided to extend the original 15-day comment 
period to a 30-day comment period due to the high level of interest in the project.  
To date, 350 sets of written comments and two (2) petitions have been received 
(see Attachment 1 for copies of the petitions) from 261 different people. Thirty-four 
(34) people spoke at the hearing. A number of these individuals also submitted 



written comments, but they were only counted one time in the totals above. The 
above totals also do not include question only comment letters.  
 
Summary of Oral and Written Comments 
Following is a summary of the oral and written comments that were submitted at 
and following the Public Hearing.  
 
 

No Build Alternative 
In support of the No-Build Alternative 

 A bypass would be too destructive to homes, farms, and environmental 
resources (9) 

 The bypass would not solve the traffic problems in Greenville (3) 
 It is not worth the money (3) 
 Traffic is not bad enough to warrant a bypass (1) 
 The majority of people would not feel the benefit (1) 

 
 

Alternative 1B-EXT 
In support of Alternative 1B-EXT 

 Good compromise – less impact to the Renston Rural Historic District 
than Alternative 4-EXT but cheaper than Alternative 5-EXT (2) 

 
Concerns with Alternative 1B-EXT 

 Located closer to high school and elementary school on Forlines Road – 
concern for safety of teen drivers (5*) 

 There are several Century Farms in the corridor (5*) 
 Development is continuing in corridor – there will be many more houses 

when it is time to construct (3*) 
 Will not relieve congestion on NC 11 (1*) 

 
 

Alternative 4-EXT 
Seventy-three (73) copies of a form letter (see Attachment 2) were received in 
support of Alternative 4-EXT. Twenty-three (23) of these included additional 
written comments. Only these additional comments are included in the totals 
below.  
 
In support of Alternative 4-EXT 

 Comparatively low environmental impacts, number of relocations, and/or 
cost (67) 

 Direct impact from either Alternative 1B-EXT or 5-EXT to property (26) 
 Alternative 4-EXT is the furthest west (27) 

o Allows for growth of Winterville and Ayden (17) 
o Allows established neighborhoods to remain intact/away from existing 

development (6) 

                                            
* Concerns are common to Alternatives 1B-EXT and 5-EXT 



o Serves as a true “bypass” (2) 
o Will best improve traffic flow on NC 11 (2) 
o Will serve commuters and travelers from Greene and Lenoir Counties 

(3) 
 Context sensitive design should be used to reduce impacts to the 

Renston Rural Historic District as much as possible (6) 
 Individuals noted respect for history, but need for progress (3) 
 Alternative 4-EXT has the most direct access (2) 
 Would result in least reduction in tax base (1) 
 Quicker to build (1) 

 
Concerns with Alternative 4-EXT 

 Historic homes impacted by Alternative 4-EXT can not be replaced; 
homes in corridor for Alternatives 1B-EXT and 5-EXT are new (7) 

 Impact to Renston Rural Historic District (5) 
 Impact to farmland (1) 
 Direct impact to property (1) 
 If earlier corridors were modified and/or eliminated to avoid historic 

Charles McLawhorn property, how can Alternative 4-EXT even be 
considered (1)  

 Alternative 4-EXT is so far west that it will do little to relieve traffic on 
NC 11 (1) 

 
 

Alternative 5-EXT 
In support of Alternative 5-EXT 

 Avoids Renston Rural Historic District (36) 
 Closest to existing population centers (13) 

o Would best alleviate traffic on NC 11 (6) 
o Easier to access and use (4) 
o Protects Winterville from being bypassed/best for economic 

development (4) 
o Tighter “loop” would provide fast access to nodes within the city (1) 

 Direct impact to property from either Alternative 1B-EXT or 4-EXT (4) 
 Eliminates dangerous intersection at Red Forbes Road, NC 903, and 

Pocosin Road (3) 
 Would be easier to obtain and use federal funding (3) 
 Preserves rural atmosphere (2) 
 Best for Ayden and Winterville (2) 
 Makes NC 903 safer (1) 
 Wetlands and streams can be restored or replaced; the historic district 

can not (1) 
 
Concerns with Alternative 5-EXT 

 Impact to floodplains will allow for more flooding in the area (6) 
 Located closer to high school and elementary school on Forlines Road – 

concern for safety of teen drivers (5*) 



 There are several Century Farms in the corridor (5*) 
 Development is continuing in corridor – there will be many more houses 

when it is time to construct (3*) 
 There is a cemetery located in the corridor that is not shown on mapping 

or noted in the Summary of Environmental Impacts (3) 
 Direct impact to property (3) 
 Concerned about quality of Swift Creek watershed (3) 
 Closing Pocosin Road at the bypass would create a problem for 

emergency services (3)  
 Would serve as a barrier to future development in Winterville and Ayden 

(2) 
 Previous study corridors similar to Alternative 5-EXT were eliminated 

because of environmental impacts (2) 
 Additional money required to construct Alternative 5-EXT could be used 

to improve other area roads (1)  
 Would not relieve congestion on NC 11 (1*) 

 
 

Bypass – Non Specific 
 Choose the corridor that impacts the fewest people (2) 

 
 

General Comments 
The following general comments were noted regardless of favored alternative:  

 Development should not have been allowed to continue in study 
corridors/ buyers should be informed of potential bypass (31) 

 Concerned about decline in property value (7) 
 All of Pitt County is historic / all land has been in existence the same 

amount of time / other historic properties would be impacted (7) 
 The number of homes impacted by Alternatives 1B-EXT and 5-EXT are 

underestimated (6) 
 Need connector to NC 11 from Snow Hill Road (5) 

o For access to nursing home (1) 
 Developers built homes in corridors of Alternatives 1B-EXT and 5-EXT to 

deflect Bypass to Alternative 4-EXT (4) 
 Consider mitigation options for the Pines subdivision (3) 
 Farms should be counted as businesses (3) 
 General air quality concerns (2) 
 General noise concerns (1) 
 Consider passenger rail and bike trails (1) 
 Concern about increased crime due to proximity of highway (1) 
 Provide access to businesses along NC 102 (1) 

 
 

Other Alternative Suggestions 
 Improve Fire Tower Road, Evans Road, and/or Greenville Boulevard (5) 

                                            
* Concerns are common to Alternatives 1B-EXT and 5-EXT 



 Consider an avoidance alternative west of Renston Rural Historic District 
(3) 

 Bypass from US 264 to NC 11 at Davenport Farm Road (1) 
 Improve existing NC 11 (widen and eliminate traffic signals) from NC 102 

to Reedy Branch Road; new location connector to US 264 (1)  
 Widen Frog Level Road and Allen Road to 5-lane facilities (with center 

turn lane) and extend Frog Level Road to NC 11 (1) 
 
 

Questions/Other Comments 
Twenty-three (23) general and property-specific questions were received. These 
individuals did not specify a favored alternative and are not included in the totals 
above. Questions were responded to as they were received. These questions 
generally fell into one of three categories: 
 

 Questions related to the procedure for selecting the preferred alternative, 
including when the decision will be made and who will make the decision 

 Questions about copies of maps, including copies of the overall corridor 
mapping, copies of preliminary design mapping, and copies of mapping 
for individual properties 

 Questions regarding impacts and designs at specific properties, such as 
access issues, property appraisals, and right of way procedures 

 
 
Organized Citizen Efforts 
Two citizens groups have formed to promote their favored alternatives. Both groups 
have been asked to submit a formal written comment for inclusion in the 
NEPA/Section 404 Merger Meeting Packet for Concurrence Point 3 (Selection of 
the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative). 
 
The “Residents in Support of Corridor 4” 
(RISC-4) group has mobilized recently in 
support of Alternative 4-EXT. The group is 
responsible for a large number of the 
comments received in support of 
Alternative 4-EXT, including the form letter 
included in Attachment 2. The group has 
printed as least ten (10) Letters to the 
Editor in the Greenville Reflector and has 
submitted a petition with nearly 1,800 
signatures.  
 
The second group, led by citizens of the Renston community, supports Alternative 
5-EXT. This group also submitted a petition, which included 432 names.  
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Petitions 
 
 
 
 
 

 













Attachment 2 
 
 

Form Letter in Support of Alternative 4-EXT 
(total of 73 received) 

 
 
 

 
 









 
 

RISC4.COM OFFICIAL STATEMENT 













 
 

RENSTON DISTRICT/MCLAWHORN OFFICIAL STATEMENT 
 





















































































 

 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESOLUTIONS IN SUPPORT OF  
BYPASS ALTERNATE 4-EXT 

 




















