North Carolina Department of Transportation
PROJECT ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTATION FORM

[.D. No. R-4903

1 GENERAL INFORMATION

a. Consultation Phase: Right of Way

b. Project Description Proposed US 701 and NC 87 Bypass Interchange,
Bladen County

c. State Project: WBS 40226.1.1

Federal Project: NHF-87(15)
d. Document Type: CE July 21,2010

Date

II. CONCLUSIONS

The above environmental document has been reevaluated as required by 23 CFR 771. It
was determined that the current proposed action is essentially the same as the original proposed
action. Proposed changes, if any, are noted below in Section III. It has been determined that
anticipated social, economic, and environmental impacts were accurately described in the above
referenced document(s) unless noted otherwise herein. Therefore, the original Administration
Action remains valid.

II1. CHANGES IN PROPOSED ACTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

As of December 26, 2012, there has been one change to the list of federally-protected
species for Bladen County since completion of the CE for the project. The Atlantic sturgeon has
been added to the list of federally-protected species for Bladen County. The Atlantic sturgeon is
listed as Endangered. No habitat for the Atlantic sturgeon exists in the project area; therefore, the
project is expected to have no effect on the Atlantic sturgeon. The biological conclusions for the
other species listed have not changed since the CE was approved.

The project design at the time of completion of the CE relocated existing NC 242 to tie
into US 701 approximately 800 feet south of the existing NC 242/US 701 intersection. A portion
of existing NC 242 and existing US 701 would be left in place to provide access to nearby
properties. The portion of existing NC 242 which will be used as a service road would be tied
into relocated NC 242 approximately 1,300 feet west of the proposed NC 242/US 701
intersection. Since completion of the CE, the location of the intersection of the service road with
relocated NC 242 has changed, at the request of one of the property owners served by the road.
This service road is now proposed to tie into relocated NC 242 approximately 800 feet west of the
proposed NC 242 intersection with US 701. With this design change, very little of existing
NC 242 or US 701 will be utilized for the service road.

These design changes will not increase impacts to wetlands, homes or businesses. The
affected property owners were notified of the change by letter. No objections to the change were
raised.



The alignment of the proposed ramp from northbound NC 87 onto US 701 has been
changed in order to reduce the amount of right of way required from the former Bladen County
Landfill. This design change will reduce impacts to the landfill and will reduce stream impacts
by approximately 100 feet.

Table 3 in the CE describes the proposed bridge structures to carry NC 87 Bypass over
US 701 at the interchange and a new bridge to replace existing Bridge Number 3 carrying US 701
over Browns Creek. The current project design shows the proposed length of Bridge Number 3
has increased from 70 feet as shown in the CE to approximately 105 feet, which will not result in
additional impacts to natural resources.

Following completion of the CE, a landowner notified NCDOT Roadway Design of
gravesites located in the northeast quadrant of the proposed interchange. Surveys have confirmed
there are approximately 26 graves within the proposed right of way for the project. Due to the
location of the graves, the project alignment cannot be shifted to avoid them. These graves will
be relocated in accordance with GS 65-13.

IV. LIST OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS

See attached list of environmental commitments.

V. COORDINATION

Project Development and Environmental Analysis Branch personnel have discussed
current project proposals with others as follows:

Design Engineer: Gary Lovering 2/11/13
Date

FHWA Engineer: Ron Lucas 3/4/13
Date

Permits Section: John Merritt _2/8/13
Date
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PROJECT COMMITMENTS

Proposed US 701 and NC 87 Bypass Interchange,
Bladen County
Federal-Aid Project NHF-87(15)
WBS Element 40226.1.1
TIP Project R-4903

Current status, changes, or additions to the project commitments as shown in the
environmental document for the project are printed in italics.

Roadway Design Unit

Four-foot wide paved shoulders will be provided along US 701 within the project study
area to accommodate bicycles.

Four-foot wide paved shoulders are shown on current design plans.

Project Development and Environmental Analysis

NCDOT will investigate reducing impacts to wetlands WF and WO, and streams SA 6,
SA 7, SA 10, SA 13 and SA 14 during final design.

NCDOT Best Management Practices for the Management of Invasive Plant Species will
be followed for this project.

These commitments will be implemented during project construction.

Hydraulics Unit

The Hydraulics Unit will coordinate with the NC Floodplain Mapping Program (FMP), to
determine status of project with regard to applicability of NCDOT’S Memorandum of
Agreement, or approval of a Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) and
subsequent final Letter of Map Revision (LOMR).

The Brown's Creek crossing is anticipated to qualify for a MOA (Type 2b) submittal.
Division 6

This project involves construction activities on or adjacent to F EMA-regulated stream(s).
Therefore, the Division shall submit sealed as-built construction plans to the Hydraulics
Unit upon completion of project construction, certifying that the drainage structure(s) and
roadway embankment that are located within the 100-year floodplain were built as shown
in the construction plans, both horizontally and vertically.

This commitment will be implemented upon completion of project construction.
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Surveys have confirmed there are approximately 26 graves within the proposed right of way in

the northeast quadrant of the proposed interchange. These graves will be relocated in
accordance with GS 65-13.
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