
North Carolina Department of Transportation 
PROJECT ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTATION FORM 

I. D. No. B-5124 
 
 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

a. Consultation Phase: Construction Consultation 
 
   

b. Project Description:   Replacement of Bridge Nos. 85, 141, 151  
                                    And Culvert No. C70 on US 301 over Swift Creek  

And Culvert No. C161 on US 301 over Lane 
Swamp in Nash County      

 
c. WBS Project No.: 42270.1.1 
      Federal Project: BRSTP-0301(25) 
   
d.   Document Type: Categorical Exclusion    12/20/13  
             Date 
     
CONCLUSIONS 

 
The above environmental document has been reevaluated as required by 23 
CFR 771.  It was determined that the current proposed action is essentially the 
same as the original proposed action.  Proposed changes, if any, are noted 
below in Section III.  It has been determined that anticipated social, economic, 
and environmental impacts were accurately described in the above referenced 
document(s) unless noted otherwise herein.  Therefore, the original 
Administration Action remains valid. 
 

      
II. CHANGES IN PROPOSED ACTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

CONSEQUENCES 

There is no change to the original proposed design. 

 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

This project was screened for Historic Architecture and Archaeological 
Resources (see attached forms). No surveys are required for Bridge Nos. 85, 
141, 151 and Culvert Nos. C70 and C161.  
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WATER RESOURCES 

Water resource classifications have not changed since the CE was completed.  
The Water Quality best usage classification for Swift Creek, UT’s to Swift 
Creek and Lane Swamp, remains C; NSW.  

 
 
PROTECTED SPECIES 

As of December 27, 2012, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) list 
three federally protected species for Nash County. No species have been 
added to the list for this county since the last document. No biological 
conclusions have changed since the CE.  

 
 
Federally protected species listed for Nash County 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

 
Habitat 

 

Biological 
Conclusion 

Red-cockaded woodpecker Picoides borealis E No No Effect 
Dwarf wedgemussel Alasmidonta heterodon E No MA-NLAA 

Tar River spinymussel Elliptio steinstansana E No MA-NLAA 
E - Endangered   
MA-NLAA – May Affect-Not Likely to Adversely Affect 

 
 

Dwarf wedgemussel and Tar River spinymussel 

Mussel surveys were conducted on May 6, 2009 and August 24, 2011 by 
NCDOT biologists. During the survey, no mussels or mollusks of any kind 
were encountered. The dwarf wedgemussel and Tar River spinymussel appear 
to be limited to creeks and rivers having moving, well-oxygenated water with 
gravel or sandy, silt-free substrate. Due to little water movement and the 
presence of large amounts of decaying organic material, this reach of Swift 
Creek is likely to have low dissolved oxygen and low pH, making it unstable 
for these species. Subsequent surveys were performed for Lane Swamp and Ut 
crossings. No suitable habitat for either species was found in these surveys. 
Because dwarf wedgemussel and Tar River spinymussel have been found in 
the Swift Creek watershed, their presence in the project area cannot be 
entirely ruled out. Therefore, the biological conclusion for the dwarf 
wedgemussel and Tar River spinymussel is “May Affect- Not Likely to 
Adversely Affect”.  Concurrence was issued September 3, 2010 by the 
USFWS for Swift Creek.    
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