The State Highway Commission
was established in March 1915,
with a focus on creating a statemaintained highway system that
would better connect North
Carolinians. Over the past 100
years, the N.C. Department
of Transportation and our
transportation system have
become much more diverse. In
addition to a robust system of
highways, we also have aviation,
rail, public transportation,
ferries, and bike and pedestrian
facilities that provide important
connections to jobs, education,
healthcare and recreation. In 2015,
NCDOT commemorates a century
of advancement, while building on
this foundation to ensure continued
success and a high quality of life for
our state.
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This privately owned railroad offers day trips along one of the most remote
areas of the state, providing a unique view of the landscape of southwestern
North Carolina.
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Colorful flags fill the sky over Wrightsville Beach at the Cape Fear Kite Festival.

FERRY. “It’s not just how you get
there…it’s why you go.” The ferry
system is an extension of the state’s
highway system and includes 22
daily ferries that operate on seven
routes along the coast. Ferries
take visitors to unforgettable
attractions such as lighthouses,
pristine beaches, world-class
fishing, romantic getaways, historic
sites, kayaking, windsurfing and
more. An emergency ferry route
is also activated as needed
following hurricanes and major
storms. For more information, call
1-800-BY-FERRY (293-3779) or
visit ncferry.org. Reservations are
recommended on several routes.

NORTH CAROLINA’S AMTRAK
TRAIN SERVICE. North Carolina’s
Amtrak is a simple and stressfree travel option with service six
times daily to Raleigh, Greensboro,
Charlotte, Cary, Durham,
Burlington, High Point, Salisbury
and Kannapolis, as well as shuttle
service between the High Point
train station and downtown
Winston-Salem. For schedules
and ticket information, call
1-800-BYTRAIN (298-7246) or
visit ncbytrain.org.
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION.
Public transit systems provide
mobility for citizens without a
vehicle and those who prefer to
let someone else do the driving.
At work in all 100 counties, public
transportation provides access to
employment, education, medical
services, shopping and recreational
activities.
HIGHWAYS. North Carolina’s
highway system is one of the
largest in the nation. NCDOT
is constructing toll roads and
express lanes as a solution to
current and future congestion
problems on some of the busiest
sections of highway in the state. For
information on these projects and
how you can save money with an
NC Quick Pass® transponder, visit
myncquickpass.com. EZ Pass®,
SunPass® and Peach Pass® are
also accepted in North Carolina.
SCENIC BYWAYS. The 57 routes
designated as North Carolina
Scenic Byways showcase the varied
natural beauty of the state from the
mountains to the coast.
WILDFLOWERS. Celebrating
its 30th anniversary, NCDOT’s
Wildflower Program plants bursts
of colorful flower beds covering
more than 1,500 acres along many
highways enhancing the state’s
beauty. Funding comes from the
sale of personalized and specialty
license plates.
For more information about
NCDOT and its programs,
visit ncdot.gov.

Mapping Our Future — 25-Year Vision
From the mountains to the coast, North Carolina is a state of diverse
landscapes, people and industries. These attributes make our state a great
place to work, visit and call home. Our talented and educated workforce,
innovative research centers and global connectivity attract many companies
to our state each year. These companies recognize that our transportation
infrastructure is the backbone of North Carolina’s economy. Governor Pat
McCrory’s 25-Year Vision provides a guide for the next quarter century that
clearly illustrates how we can better connect all North Carolinians with jobs,
education, healthcare, recreation and each other.

A baker prepares Moravian sugar cakes at
Winkler Bakery at Old Salem Museums &
Gardens in Winston-Salem.

The state’s transportation assets include the second largest highway and
ferry systems in the nation, general aviation and commercial airports,
public transportation, passenger and freight rail, and bicycle and
pedestrian transportation, as well as two seaports and an industrial park
that features one of the longest runways on the east coast. By mapping
our future, we can better leverage our transportation infrastructure to
create jobs and stimulate continued economic growth while reducing
congestion, improving connectivity and providing additional travel options.
To learn more about the 25-Year Vision, visit ncvision25.gov. To learn
more about economic development or business opportunities in North
Carolina, visit nccommerce.com.

Held each fall in the Triad area, the Dixie
Classic Fair is North Carolina’s second
largest agricultural fair.

State Parks — Celebrating 100 Years
One of the oldest in the nation, North Carolina’s state parks system
commemorates its 100th anniversary in 2016, as well as its deep
commitment to conservation, education and meaningful outdoor
recreation.
North Carolina’s natural diversity and stunning scenery are unrivaled and
well represented in its 70 state parks and state recreation areas, natural
areas, rivers and trails. Between the highest peak east of the Mississippi
River at Mount Mitchell State Park and the largest eastern sand dune
at Jockey’s Ridge State Park, you’ll find hardwood swamps, longleaf pine
forests, mysterious bay lakes, tumbling rivers and much more.

A plate of eastern North Carolina barbeque. Known as the “Cradle
of Cue,” North Carolina has two distinct styles of barbeque known
by the regions from which they hail — “Lexington” and “Eastern.”
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Shaw University in Raleigh was the first
historically black institution of higher
education in the South.
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Antique automobile at the North Carolina Transportation Museum, located
on the site of what was once the Southern Railway Company’s largest steam
locomotive repair facility.
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Seeking rich, outdoor experiences and family adventures, more than
14 million visitors each year discover that our state parks are “Naturally
Wonderful.” For more information, including maps and directions,
park histories and event schedules, call the N.C. Division of Parks and
Recreation at 919-707-9331 or visit ncparks.gov.
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The Canal Garden is one of more than 10 unique gardens at the
privately owned Daniel Stowe Botanical Gardens in Belmont that
provide visitors new colors and scenery every season.
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Vats of beer at one of North Carolina’s
100 microbreweries, more than any other
Southern state.
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North Carolina’s ski areas offer something
for everyone — from beginning skiers
and snowboarders to black diamond
enthusiasts.

AVIATION. With 72 publicly owned
and operated airports and more
than 330 privately owned airports,
heliports and other landing areas,
aviation is a vital part of the state’s
economy. More than 47 million
passengers fly to and from North
Carolina each year, and commercial
and general aviation airports
generate about $26 billion annually
and provide nearly 109,000 jobs.
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN.
North Carolina has an extensive
system of more than 5,000 miles
of cross-state, regional, and local
mapped and signed bicycle routes
along lightly traveled scenic roads.

The Museum of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City tells the story of
the unique cultural history of the 13 counties surrounding the
Albemarle Sound in northeastern North Carolina.
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Unique shops and restaurants — accessible by land and
sea — line Front Street in downtown Beaufort, the state’s
third oldest town.

Forest Service — Celebrating 100 Years
In 2015, the N.C. Forest Service celebrates 100 years of protecting,
managing and promoting forest resources for the people of North
Carolina. Invaluable tools for fulfilling this mission are the seven
Educational State Forests operating throughout the state.
Each forest features self-guided trails that include exhibits, tree
identification signs, a forest education center and a talking tree trail.
Specially trained rangers are available to conduct classes for school and
other youth groups about topics ranging from soil, water and wildlife to
timber and forest management.
More information about each forest can be found at ncesf.org.

Welcome
Dear Friends,
Welcome to North Carolina! Thank you
for choosing to visit our state, and I hope
you have the chance to discover the many
reasons why North Carolina is so special.
Our state offers something for everyone.
Here you can find everything from rugged
mountains to beautiful beaches and large
metropolitan areas to small rural towns. We’re
committed to continuing to meet the new
demands of a 21st century business climate
while also preserving our historic Southern
charm, and we’re proud to be home to worldclass colleges and universities, a highly skilled
and trained workforce, numerous tourist
attractions, and an outstanding quality of life.
Our transportation system supports all aspects
of our state and provides essential connections
to jobs, health care, education and recreation
centers that help open the door to new
opportunities throughout North Carolina. In
addition, transportation plays a critical role in
commerce, economic development and the
overall well-being of our state. As detailed in
my 25-Year Vision for transportation in North
Carolina, by fully leveraging our transportation
network and all it has to offer, we can ensure
that our great state continues to thrive.
Please enjoy this edition of our State
Transportation Map as you explore
North Carolina and its many wonderful
features. Thank you again for visiting
our state, and have a safe trip.
Sincerely,

Pat McCrory
Governor

This map is furnished free of charge and is not to be sold
or used for promotional, commercial or political purposes.

ANTHONY J. TATA

Secretary of Transportation

CONTACT
INFORMATION

This map was prepared by the
NCDOT Communications Office
and the NCDOT Mapping Section.
Suggested revisions may be
submitted to the NCDOT Mapping
Section, 1567 Mail Service Center,
Raleigh, NC 27699-1567.
Submit general map inquiries
to the NCDOT Communications
Office, 1503 Mail Service Center,
Raleigh, NC 27699-1503. To
order maps, call 1-800-VISIT NC
(847-4862) or go to visitnc.com/
statemap.

ON THE COVER

Sweeping view of the Blue Ridge
Mountains from the peak of Mt.
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com—Bill Russ. A trail wandering
through Clemmons Educational
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courtesy of the N.C. Forest Service.
Statue depicting Andy and
Opie from the “Andy Griffith
Show” stands outside the Andy
Griffith Museum in Mount Airy.
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Russ. The scenic Blue Ridge
Parkway, known as “America’s
Favorite Drive”. Photo courtesy
of VisitNC.com—Bill Russ. A banjo
player at the International
Bluegrass Music Association’s
Bluegrass Festival in Raleigh.
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The Eno River flows serenely
through the wilderness at Eno
River State Park in Durham
and Orange counties. Photo
courtesy of N.C. Division of Parks
and Recreation. A surfer catches
a wave along North Carolina’s
300-mile coastline. Photo courtesy
of VisitNC.com—Bill Russ. Jockey’s
Ridge State Park in Nags Head,
home to the tallest sand dune
on the Atlantic coast. Photo
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