
The Global TransPark (GTP) is a 2,500-acre, multi-modal industrial 
park with unparalleled access to air, rail, highways and the state’s two 
international ports. The GTP boasts a pro-business climate aimed 
at growing aerospace, logistics, manufacturing, emergency services, 
defense contracting and supporting industries. For more information, 
visit www.ncgtp.com.

Ports in Wilmington and Morehead City, plus inland terminals in 
Charlotte and Greensboro, link North Carolina’s consumers, businesses 
and industry to world markets and serve as magnets to attract new 
business and industry. For more information, call (910) 763-1621 or  
visit www.ncports.com.

The initial section of North Carolina’s first modern toll road, the  
Triangle Expressway in Durham and Wake counties, is scheduled 
to open in December 2011, with the remainder opening in late 
2012. The state’s second toll road, the Monroe Connector/Bypass in 
Mecklenburg and Union counties, is set to open in late 2014. Tolls will 
be collected electronically, eliminating the need for toll booths. Drivers 
are encouraged to purchase an NC Quick Pass™ transponder from the 
Turnpike Authority to receive a reduced toll rate. For more information, 
visit www.ncturnpike.org.

North Carolina’s natural diversity 
and stunning scenery are unrivaled 
and well represented in its 39 
state parks, recreation and natural 
areas. Between the highest peak 
east of the Mississippi River at 
Mount Mitchell State Park and 
the largest eastern sand dune at 
Jockey’s Ridge State Park, you will 
find hardwood swamps, long leaf 
pine forests, mysterious bay lakes, 
tumbling rivers and much more. 

The oldest in the Southeast, North 
Carolina’s state parks system has 
always been deeply committed to 
careful conservation of resources. 

Environmental education is a 
hallmark of North Carolina’s 
state parks, with free interpretive 
programs, ranger-led hikes and 
museum-quality exhibit halls. More 
than 14 million visitors annually 
discover that our state parks are 

“Naturally Wonderful.” 

For more information, including 
maps and directions, park histories 
and a schedule of events, call 
the N.C. Division of Parks and 
Recreation at (919) 733-4181 or 
visit www.ncparks.gov.

EnvironmEntal CommitmEnt
This map is printed on paper 
containing 50 percent post-
consumer waste and made with 
alternative energy. The use of 
recycled paper in this process 
resulted in some of the following 
environmental benefits:
Trees not harvested = 1,098
Solid waste reduced = 65,880 lbs.
Gallons water saved = 621,956
Air emissions reduced = 161,406 lbs.
Natural gases reduced = 302,316 cu. ft.

Green rest AreA. The state’s first 
environmentally friendly rest area 
is located on U.S. 421 in Wilkes 
County. Some of its sustainable 
features include solar panels that 
generate electricity from the sun, 
solar thermal plates that capture 
the sun’s energy to heat water and 
a cistern that collects rainwater 
from the roof to flush toilets. A 
nature trail, with benches made 
from trees on the property, allows 
travelers a chance to get out, 
stretch their legs and take a short 
stroll to enjoy the environment on 
the property. 

A real-time monitoring system 
calculates energy savings: check it 
out at http://ncdot.technology-
view.com/wilkes.

Drive Green, sAve Green. Following 
a few simple tips when you drive 
can reduce your fuel consumption 
—which puts more money in your 
pocket and helps the environment. 
• Remove junk from your trunk.
• Check tire pressure and keep 

tires properly inflated.
• Keep your speed around 60 MPH.
• Avoid accelerating and braking 

abruptly.
• Don’t idle.
• Tighten your fuel cap.
• Turn off the AC at less than  

40 MPH.
For more helpful green driving tips, 
visit www.ncdot.gov/programs/
drivegreen.

Biofuel crops. Along North 
Carolina’s highways you just might 
spot beautiful fields of yellow 
flowers. These are sunflowers and 
canola plants, and they’re more 
than just a pretty sight. These 
plants are turned into biodiesel as 
part of NCDOT’s initiative to test 
growing biofuel crops in highway 
rights of way. 

solAr power. Throughout North 
Carolina, you can find NCDOT solar 
panels capturing energy from the 
sun. So far, these panels have been 
installed along highways and at 
the Ocracoke Island Airport, and 
are powering the first such railroad 
crossing signal in Stokes County. 

scenic BywAys. The 55 rural routes 
designated as North Carolina 
Scenic Byways showcase the varied 
natural beauty of the state, from 
the mountains to the coast. 

wilDflowers. Bursts of colorful 
flower beds planted through 
NCDOT’s Wildflower Program dot 
many highways and enhance the 
state’s beauty. Funding for the 
plantings comes from the sale  
of personalized and specialty  
license plates.

transportation options
Having a diverse, well-connected 
transportation system that includes 
highways along with rail, public 
transportation, ferries, bike and 
pedestrian facilities is key to North 
Carolina’s economic vitality.

AviAtion. With more than 300 
privately owned and 72 publicly 
owned airports, heliports and 
other landing areas, aviation is a 
vital part of the state’s economy. 
More than 47 million passengers 
fly to and from North Carolina each 
year, and commercial and general 
aviation airports generate about 
$12 billion annually. For more 
information, visit www.ncdot.
gov/aviation.

Bicycle AnD peDestriAn. North 
Carolina has an extensive system  
of more than 5,000 miles of cross-
state, regional and local mapped 
and signed bicycle routes along 
lightly traveled, scenic roads. Call 
(919) 807-0777 or check the list of 
available maps at www.ncdot.gov/
transit/bicycle/maps/maps_intro.
html.

ferry. The ferry system includes 22 
daily ferries that operate on seven 
routes along the coast. Ferries 
take visitors to unforgettable 
attractions such as lighthouses, 
pristine beaches, world-class 
fishing, romantic getaways, historic 
sites, kayaking, windsurfing and 
more. For more information, call 
1-800-BY-FERRY (293-3779) or visit 
www.ncferry.org. Reservations are 
recommended on several routes.

north cArolinA’s AmtrAk trAin 
service. North Carolina’s Amtrak 
is an alternative travel option with 
service six times daily to Raleigh, 
Greensboro, Charlotte, Cary, 
Durham, Burlington, High Point, 
Salisbury and Kannapolis. The 
Winston-Salem Connector offers 
shuttle service between the High 
Point train station and downtown 
Winston-Salem. For train schedules 
and ticket information, call  
1-800-BYTRAIN (298-7246) or  
visit www.bytrain.org.

puBlic trAnsportAtion. Urban, 
rural and regional public transit 
systems provide mobility for 
citizens without a vehicle and 
for those who prefer to let 
someone else do the driving. At 
work in all 100 counties, public 
transportation provides access to 
employment, education, medical 
services, shopping and recreational 
activities. This means a cleaner 
environment and improved quality 
of life. For more information, visit 
www.ncdot.gov/nctransit.

ncDot moBile. Use your smartphone 
to access real-time traffic 
information and maps, find the 
nearest DMV office or rest area, 
catch a ferry or buy an Amtrak 
ticket! Scan the QR code on the 
back panel of this map and “know 
before you go.”

Welcome!

This map is furnished free of charge and is not to be sold  
or used for promotional, commercial or political purposes.

euGene A. conti, jr.
Secretary of Transportation

contAct informAtion
This map was prepared by the 
NCDOT Communications Office 
and the State Road Maintenance 
Mapping Section. Suggested 
revisions may be submitted to the 
NCDOT State Road Maintenance 
Mapping Section, 1587 Mail Service 
Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1587. 

Submit general map inquiries 
to the NCDOT Communications 
Office, 1503 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1503. To order 
maps inside N.C. or for general 
transportation information, call  
1-877-DOT-4YOU (368-4968). 
To order maps outside N.C., call 
1-800-VISIT NC (847-4862).

on the cover
We b NC photo taken on the  
beach at Emerald Isle along what 
is known as the “Crystal Coast.”
The pink and white cosmos 
bipinnatus is one of the most 
popular species used along the 
roadsides. The N.C. Wildflower 
Program helps to sustain 
pollinators, which are responsible 
for assisting over 80% of the 
world’s flowering plants. 

We b NC photo courtesy 
Abby Mabry. 

Photos courtesy N.C. Department 
of Transportation unless otherwise 
noted.

The Newbold-White House near Hertford is one of the oldest standing 
buildings in North Carolina.

Lake Waccamaw near Whiteville is home to species of animals found nowhere else, 
making it one of the most unique bodies of water on the planet.

State Parks

Department of Transportation

Adopt-A-Highway volunteers collect litter in Lenoir 
County. Four million pounds of litter are collected 
annually from North Carolina roadsides.

Price’s Creek Lighthouse near Southport was used by 
Confederate soldiers to communicate between Ft. Fisher and 
Ft. Caswell during the Civil War. It is the last of nine remaining 
lighthouses on the Cape Fear River.

Toll Roads

State Ports Authority

Global TransPark
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Raleigh’s Green Square Complex will host a one-of-a-kind research 
center and state offices in cutting-edge eco-friendly buildings.

Cyclists enjoy a scenic journey through rural Person 
County during the Mayo Park Fall Festival.

Bunker Hill Covered Bridge near Claremont

Medoc Mountain State Park in Halifax County
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Experience authentic Cherokee history  
and culture on the Qualla Boundary.

Shining Rock Wilderness along the Forest 
Heritage Scenic Byway in southwest NC

Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park in Scotland Neck is designed to give 
visitors an unforgettable up-close experience with more than 1,500 
ducks, geese, swans and other exotic birds from around the world. 
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to North Carolina, whether we are a 
stop along your way or your travel destination. 
You’ll soon find that North Carolina offers 
something for everyone—from lush forests in 
our mountains to warm sand on our beaches. 
Our cities are full of vibrant culture and our small 
towns always have a welcoming front porch. 
Given the many opportunities available here, it’s 
no surprise that our state is one of the nation’s 
most popular places to live, work and visit.

This edition of our State Transportation Map 
highlights North Carolina’s tremendous beauty 
and our efforts to preserve and protect our 
unique natural resources. Our state’s geography 
is incredibly diverse and features a wide range 
of landmarks within a day’s drive. Explore 
Mount Mitchell, the highest point east of the 
Mississippi; drive along one of our scenic byways 
to experience a road-less-traveled through the 
picturesque countryside; or sit back and relax 
on one of our renowned beaches. Our mild 
climate and Southern hospitality make it easy 
to discover all the reasons to stay a little longer.

We want to protect the things that make our 
state so wonderful while at the same time 
provide a world-class transportation system. 
We strive to make all forms of travel—aviation, 
bicycle, pedestrian, ferries, highways, public 
transit and rail—work together to serve our 
citizens and keep them safe so that we can 
promote economic development, protect 
the environment and enhance our quality of 
life. By making smart choices today, we can 
help keep our state beautiful tomorrow.

Thank you again for choosing to visit North 
Carolina, and please remember to drive 
safely. We hope to see you again soon.

Sincerely,

Bev Perdue
Governor
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Go ncDot moBile 
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