Bicycling in Southport

Sonitlsport s waterfront s part of i rich coastal history. Native
Armericins plied the waters for gemerations before the Ialian exploner
Vierazzano salled wp the Cape Fear River in 1524, Rueing pérates of
the carty 1700 fook refuge i the seclided crevks and fnfets, where
the infamaus Stede Bornet, *Genrffermit pirste” swas nltiniately
cuphured. A British garrison tas established at Fort Johmson in
1750 o profect Brunswick Town and Wilmington, the upstroan
poris of call. In 1751, river pilods settiad in the area o guide ocean-
gotng ships through the treacherous Cape Ferr Channel, o tradition
‘carricd on to this day. Avd, for decades, the local fisking flect has
sailed 1o port bringing in the daily carch,

Established as Smithuille i 1792, the towrs became Soulfsport
in 1857, to reflect its distiction as e southerumost port in North
Caroltna. Todsy, as in the past, shately live caks shade streets lined
with victarian mansions ard quant cosstal cottages. O fhe wafer-
Sront, the “whittlers hench” makes & perfect perch from which to
‘watch flocks of browen pelicans diving for fish. Ot beyond the
harbar, ONd Baldy Lighthosse keeps waich as if hes since 1817,

Avisit b0 the attractions listed belesn will make Southport s history
come to life. Numbered to cornespond 1o the locations shosoi on the
amap, st are afong Hhe desigated bioyele rotes.

@ Visitor's Center - Stop here for maps, a visitor's guide ond @
self-gurded talking tour map. (910) 457-7927.

€ Southport Maritine Museim - Fetures @ 2,000 yoer old dugvst
canow, pirnie lore, @ display o river pilots, relics front the Ciesl W,
wrtifacts from sionkent vessels amd a collection of ship models. . Open
all year, Adumission ts chargal for adults. (910} 457-0003.

©  Winterfromt Park - Shaded porch siwings invile visitors to linger
aad emjoy Hie cool salt b An evering stroll along the water
front fs a Southpart tradition.

€ Fort Johmson - Built by the British in 1749, the fort was burned
by Amrican colonists in 1775, Regerrisancd by North Carolina
Militia, the fort was the poind around which the fven gress,

© Ot Smithville Burinl Ground - Established in 1804, an obelisk
marker howors lost river pilots, and aged headsiones mark the
gravesiles of founding families.

@ Fronklin Square Park - “The Grove™ wws sef aside for public use
i 1792, Centuries old five oaks and pure wel twater from the promp
provide a refreshing stopover, A 1904 schoolhowse adjoining the
grounds is used as an art gallery.

@ Baldhead Island Ferry - Fourteen miles of heiches, @ semi-tropical
elimmate o o cars make Balibeead a ideal bicyling enviromment.
Privately operated boats fosve hourly for the island. Take your bike
or rent one there, For information on ferry schedules and fares, call
{910 457-5003.

About the Routes

The fioe and one-half miles of designated beycle routes folloan
quiet neighborkood stroets, cornecting Southport's najor atiractions.
These roudes are sigred with o groen and wiile bike
route sig, similar fo the ome showw do the right. In
addition, hwe cross-stale routes sccess Southport.
The 300-mile Ports of Call route rums nesr the cosst.

Jfrom South Citroling o Virgimia, This
ronete i3 designaied as Bike Rowte 3, and
i posted with signs like fhe one shown fo the left. Th(
160-mile Cape Fear Run beging southesst of

@nd roughly parallels the Cape Fear River, fmdmgm
Soutlport. This route is marked as Bike Route 5.

Far information about these Bicydling Highuys, and other
bicycle touring opportunities, corbict:

North Carpling Department of Trinsportation
cr of Bicyele and Pedestrian Transportation
i PO, Box 25200
Raleigh, N.C. 27611
(919) 733-2804

Laws and Safety Tips
Bicycles are legally considered vehicles fn North Carolina. This
meais ford o bicele rader has the stme rights s & requinad to follow
e sarmee hravs a8 e driver of an automobile.  Bicycle riders must:
« ride om the right, in the same direction s offer traffic;

« abey all traffic signs nd signals, including stop and
il signs and one-aoay direetional signs;

snte haainid sfgmals fo commumicate frferded maovements;

yield te pedestrians and emergency vehicles:

whert riding at night, equip the bicycle with a frond
Tammp wisible from 300 fret and a rear reflector or laop
wisible from 200 feel

Be surre o wear a bicyele helmet cvery timae you ride your bicycle.
Even pinor fuils can cawse seriows head injurfes.

For sddttional copies of this map or more imfrmation on
Southport's attractions and sccommodations, contact:

Southport Visitor's Cenler
107 E. Nash 5¢.
Sowtport, N.C. 28461
:ml 15?-?9??
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