
 
 
 

 
URS Corporation – North Carolina 
1600 Perimeter Park Drive 
Morrisville, NC 27560 
Tel: 919-461-1100 
Fax: 919-46-1415 

August 11, 2008 

Mr. Cyrus Parker 
GeoEnvironmental Project Manager 
North Carolina Department of Transportation 
Century Center 
1020 Birch Ridge Drive 
P. O. Box 25201 
Raleigh, NC  27611 
 
State Project:  U-4020 
WBS Element:  35015.1.1 
County:  Watauga 
Description: US 421 (King Street) from US 321 (Hardin Street) to east  
 of NC 194 (Jefferson Road) in Boone 
 
Subject:  UST Closure, Parcel 15, Andrea McDonough Property  
   URS Project No. 3182 5704 

Dear Mr. Parker: 
At your request, URS Corporation – North Carolina (URS) completed a UST removal and closure 
assessment at NCDOT Parcel 15, located in Watauga County, Boone, North Carolina (Figure 1).  This 
project was completed pursuant to the our Technical and Cost Proposal dated June 6, 2008 and in 
accordance with procedures accepted by North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, UST Section.  The physical address of the property is 154 East King Street (Figure 2), Andrea 
McDonough Property.  
 
The UST was visibly identified by URS personal during the initial site visit and Preliminary Site 
Assessment activities.  The UST was located near the southeast corner of the building, adjacent to the 
entrance of lower level of the building.  URS subcontracted A & D Environmental of High Point, North 
Carolina to perform removal of the UST.  On June 10, 2008, the top of UST was exposed with a backhoe.  
A vacuum truck was used to recover 14 gallons of residual product/sludge from the tank prior to 
removing the UST from the ground.  The UST contained heating oil for consumptive use at the premises.   
 
Upon removal, the UST was observed to be in good condition with very little pitting.  The tank measured 
approximately 3.5 feet in diameter and 7.7 feet in length, which equates to an approximate volume of 560 
gallons.  URS did not observe any stained soils and did not detect any odors from the excavation.  In 
addition to visual and olfactory observations, URS conducted field screening on the excavated soil with a 
photo ionization detector (PID).  The PID was calibrated to a 100 parts-per-million (ppm) isobutylene-in-
air standard according to the manufacturer’s instructions.  Soil was collected from the sides and bottom of 
the excavation and placed in individual plastic bags for subsequent headspace analysis.  After 
approximately 10 minutes, the headspace in each plastic bag was checked for measurable organic vapors 
using the PID.  PID readings were not detected, suggesting that no soil impacts present, therefore, no 
samples were collected for laboratory analysis.   
 
The soil excavated from around the UST was loose, light brown, silty sand.  The approximate excavation 
dimensions were 9 feet long, 5 feet wide, and 4.5 deep.  The excavation was backfilled with the excavated 
soil and additional fill material locally obtained and graded to match the adjacent area. 



 
 
 
Mr. Cyrus Parker 
NCDOT 
August 11, 2008 
Page 2 
 

P:\Common_Projects\NCDOT\3182 5704 Boone PSAs\4.0 Deliverables\Parcel 15 UST\Parcel 15 UST Letter Report 2008 Final.doc 

 
The location of the property and adjacent areas and the UST excavation are shown in the attached Figure 
2.  The following certificates and closure forms are attached: 
 

• Tank Disposal Certificate 
• Non-Hazardous Waste Manifest 
• Tank Removal Permit 

 
URS appreciates the opportunity to be of continued service to NCDOT.  Please contact the undersigned at 
(919) 461-1100 with any questions or comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
URS Corporation – North Carolina 

     
Walt Plekan, L.G. 
Project Geologist 

Vernon E. Keys 
Senior Project Manager 

 
Attachments 












