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PROJECT COMMITMENTS 

TIP Project Nos. U-2524C and U-2524D  
Greensboro Western Loop from North of SR 2176 (Bryan Boulevard) 

to SR 2303 (Lawndale Drive) 
Guilford County 

Federal Aid Project STP-NHF-124(1) 
WBS Element 34820.1.2 

COMMITMENTS FROM PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN 

Project Development and Environmental Analysis Unit/ Human Environment Section 

Noise abatement measures which will continue to be considered throughout the design process 
include berms, alignment shifts and noise barriers.  A detailed noise barrier evaluation will be 
performed during final design to determine the type and location of cost-effective noise 
abatement measures. 

NOTE:   The design noise report was completed for U-2524C and U-2524D in August 2007. 
This report did not include any proposed noise barriers within the U-2524C project limits.  This 
report included proposed noise barriers north and south of the Greensboro Western Loop 
between Old Battleground Road and Lawndale Drive within the U-2524D project limits.  Three 
new noise barriers were recommended after a review of the 2007 report.  A new noise barrier 
was recommended in the southeast quadrant of the Battleground Avenue / Greensboro Western 
Urban Loop interchange. A new section of noise barrier was recommended for the area between 
the two previously-recommended barrier sections located north of the proposed Greensboro 
Western Urban Loop.  A new noise barrier was recommended in the southeast quadrant of the 
Greensboro Western Urban Loop / Lawndale Drive interchange. 

Response to NOTE:  A detailed noise evaluation, performed in compliance with applicable 
provisions in the 2011 NCDOT Traffic Noise Abatement Policy, was recently completed for both 
U-2524C and U-2524D.  One noise barrier was recommended for construction within the U-
2524C project limits that was not previously recommended.  This barrier is located along the 
south side of the proposed Greensboro Western Urban Loop alignment, immediately west of 
Drawbridge Parkway. 

A PM2.5 hot-spot analysis report is currently underway for projects U-2524C and U-2524D. 
Approval of this report from the Federal Highway Administration is needed and public 
comments are required.  NCDOT will secure the final Project Level conformity determination for 
PM.2.5 and PM 10 hot spot requirements no later than prior to letting the project to 
construction. 

Response:  A PM2.5 Qualitative Hot-Spot Analysis report was completed for projects U-2524C 
and U-2524D in May 2011.  The Federal Highway Administration accepted this report on May 
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12, 2011, and public comments were solicited in September and October 2011.  NCDOT secured 
the final Project Level conformity determination for PM2.5 and PM10 hot spot requirements on 
October 7, 2011 (public comment due date). 
 
 
Location & Survey Unit 
 
Geodetic survey control monuments will be located during design and the U.S. Coastal and 
Geodetic Survey and North Carolina Geodetic Survey will be notified of their location.   
 
NOTE:   Standard commitment.   
 
 
Roadside Environmental Unit, Division Construction, Project Development and 
Environmental Analysis Unit/Natural Environment Section, Hydraulics Unit  
 
The NCDOT “Best Management Practices for Protection of Surface Waters” will be 
implemented where practicable to control highway runoff and minimize wetland impacts.   
 
NOTE:   Standard commitment.   
 
 
Roadside Environmental Unit 
 
During design, consideration will be given to planting trees as landscaping within the right-of-
way, particularly at interchanges. 
 
NOTE:   The landscaping plans will be developed and implemented following construction.   
 
 
Geotechnical Unit 
 
Any underground storage tanks discovered during construction will be reported to the North 
Carolina Division of Environmental Management.   
 
NOTE:  If further studies indicate right of way needs to be acquired from any properties with 
UST’s, preliminary site assessments for soil and groundwater contamination will need to be 
performed prior to right of way purchase.  
 
Response to Note:  There are no known sites of concern located within the U-2524C project 
limits. 
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Project Development and Environmental Analysis Unit/Natural Environment Section, 
Hydraulics Unit 
 
The final designs will be coordinated with appropriate state and local officials and the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to assure compliance with FEMA, state and local 
floodway regulations.  Stream channel modifications will be coordinated with appropriate review 
agencies.  State-of-the-art stream relocation techniques will be used where practicable.   
 
NOTE:   Standard commitment.   
 
The project will be developed in conformance with federal and state floodplain regulations.   
 
NOTE:   Standard commitment.   
 
Issues related to dam relocation or possible stream restoration for Oka T. Hester Park will be 
coordinated with the City of Greensboro. 
 
NOTE:  The Oka T. Hester Park is not located within the U-2524C or U-2524D project limits. 
 
 
Project Development and Environmental Analysis Unit/Natural Environment Section 
 
A final wetland mitigation plan will be coordinated with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
other concerned review agencies as part of the permit application.  The wetland mitigation plan 
will be implemented and the site will be preserved in perpetuity.   
 
NOTE:   Standard permit requirement.   
 
 
Project Development and Environmental Analysis Unit, Roadway Design Unit 
 
The North Carolina Department of Transportation will continue to work with the Airport 
Authority during project design to minimize impact on the Piedmont Triad International 
Airport’s access and planned expansion to the east. 
 
NOTE:  The Piedmont Triad International Airport is outside of the U-2524C and D project 
limits.  
 
The maintenance of existing and proposed bicycle routes or greenways by grade separation and 
route modification will be coordinated with the City of Greensboro Department of 
Transportation during project design and the Guilford County Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
NOTE:  There are no bicycle routes or greenways within the U-2524C project limits.  An ADA-
compliant grade separation is proposed at the intersection of Old Battleground Road and the 
Greensboro Urban Loop to accommodate an existing bicycle and pedestrian trail as requested 
by the City of Greensboro. 
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The 4-lane structure on Horsepen Creek Road that will accommodate the proposed City of 
Greensboro’s Horsepen Creek Road widening project is currently being designed and will be 
incorporated into the Loop construction plans.  Any impacts associated with this revised design 
will be noted in the construction consultation or next Federal action for this project. 
 
Response:  The most recent design plans show no additional impacts. 
 
 
Project Development and Environmental Analysis Unit, Roadway Design Unit, Hydraulics 
Unit 
 
A more detailed study of wetland and floodplain impacts at Horsepen Creek will be prepared 
during final design.  Horsepen Creek floodplain and associated wetlands will be bridged as 
deemed necessary.   
 
NOTE: Two 4,200-foot long bridges for the Loop plus ramp bridging will be constructed to 
accommodate the Greensboro Urban Loop at the Battleground Avenue interchange to avoid 
impacts to Horsepen Creek and its tributaries and wetlands.  
 
 
Division 7 
 
During right of way acquisition, NCDOT will compensate the City of Greensboro the sum of 
$15,000 for additional engineering fees incurred by the city due to the redesign of the proposed 
Carolyn S. Allen Park.  A municipal agreement will be executed for this expenditure.  During the 
final design process, every effort will be made to avoid impacts to the Park.  If impacts cannot be 
avoided during the final design process, a 4(f) evaluation may be necessary. 
 
Response:  The most recent design plans show no impacts to the park.  Division 7 will request 
that the City of Greensboro provide an invoice detailing the actual fees incurred by the City due 
to the redesign of the proposed Carolyn S. Allen Park, and Division 7 will handle the 
reimbursement. 
 
 

COMMITMENTS FROM PERMITTING 
 
Division 7, Natural Environment Section, and Hydraulics Unit 
 
This permit only authorizes work on Section C of TIP U-2524. Construction on Section D of TIP 
U-2524 shall not commence until final design has been completed for this section, the permittee 
has minimized impacts to waters and wetlands to the maximum extent practicable, any 
modifications to the plans, and a compensatory mitigation plan, have been approved by the US 
Army Corps of Engineers (the Corps). 
 
When final design plans are completed for U-2524D, a modification to the 401 Water Quality 
Certification shall be submitted with two copies and fees to the NC Division of Water Quality.  
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Final designs shall reflect all appropriate avoidance, minimization, and mitigation for impacts to 
wetlands, streams, and other surface waters, and buffers.  No construction activities that impact 
any wetlands, streams, surface waters, or buffers located in U-2524D shall begin until after the 
permittee applies for, and receives a written modification of the 401 Water Quality Certification 
from the NC Division of Water Quality. 
 
 
Division 7, Roadside Environmental Unit, and Hydraulics Unit 
 
Cleared wetland areas shall be re-vegetated with a wetland seed mix or a mix of native woody 
species.  Fescue grass or any invasive species such as Lespedeza, shall not be used within the 
wetland areas. 
 
Any modifications to this 401 Water Quality Certification that propose additional stream impacts 
or increased impervious surface requiring additional stormwater management may be subject the 
Jordan Water Supply Nutrient Strategy [I5A NCAC02B .0267].  NCDOT shall coordinate with 
NCDWQ prior to submitting a modification request to determine the applicability of the Jordan 
Water Supply Nutrient Strategy.  This condition does not apply to major modifications for 
additional sections of the project that were covered under the Finding of No Significant Impact 
or approved in the Avoidance and Minimization stage of the project. 
 
NCDOT shall design, construct, and operate and maintain hazardous spill catch basins (HSCBs) 
at stream crossings within the WS III; CA watershed.  The HSCBs shall be located at Station 
numbers –L-380+38, -L-387+14, -L-398+53, -L-408+98, and –L-412+09.  At Station number 
-L-419+61, a hazardous spill basin is not required due to the need for blasting in close proximity 
to the Colonial Gas Pipeline. 
 
NCDOT shall be in compliance with the NCS00250 issued to the NCDOT, including the 
applicable requirements of the NCG01000.  Please note the extra protections for the sensitive 
watersheds.   
 
A turbidity curtain will be installed in the stream for the crossing of Horsepen Creek if driving or 
drilling activities occur within the stream channel, on the stream bank, or within 5 feet of the top 
of bank.  This condition can be waived with prior approval from NCDWQ.   
 
For the 438 linear feet of streams being impacted due to site dewatering activities, the site shall 
be graded to its preconstruction contours and revegetated with appropriate native species. 
 
 
Permit Modification 
 
No new special conditions were added. 


























