STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

BEVERLY PERDUE EUGENE CONTI
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

October 27, 2009

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. Michael A. Pettyjohn, PE
Division Eleven Engineer -
FROM: Philip S. Harris, III, P.E., Unit Head Q. )

Natural Environment Unit
Project Development and Environmental Analysis Branch

SUBJECT: Ashe County, Replace Bridge No. 39 on US 221 over South Fork New River;

T.IP. Number B-1037; Federal Aid Project No. BRSTP-0221 (20); State Project
8.1710602

Attached are the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Nationwide Permit Numbers 23 & 33
and N.C. Division of Water Quality Section 401 General Water Quality Certification for the above
referenced project. All environmental permits have been received for the construction of this project.

A copy of this permit package will be posted on the NCDOT website at:
http://www.ncdot.gov/doh/preconstruct/pe/neu/permit.html

PSH/gyb
Attachment

Cc: W/attachment
Mr. Randy Garris, P.E. State Contract Officer
Mr. Heath Slaughter, Division Environmental Officer

Cc: W/o attachment (see website for attachments)
Mr. Majed Alghandour, P. E., Programming and TIP
Mr. Jay Bennett, P.E., Roadway Design
Dr. David Chang, P.E., Hydraulics
Mr. Art McMillan, P.E., Highway Design
Mr. Tom Koch, P.E., Structure Design
Mr. Mark Staley, Roadside Environmental
Mr. John F. Sullivan, FHWA
Mr. Ron Hancock, P.E., State Roadway Construction Engineer
Mr. Mike Robinson, P.E., State Bridge Construction Engineer
Ms. Beth Harmon, EEP
Mr. Bill Goodwin, P.E., PDEA Bridge Unit Head

MAILING ADDRESS: TELEPHONE: 919-733-3141 LOCATION:
NC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FAX: 919-715-1501 TRANSPORTATION BUILDING
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 1 SOUTH WILMINGTON STREET
1598 MAIL SERVICE CENTER WEBSITE: WWW.DOH.DOT.STATE.NC.US RALEIGH NC

RALEIGH NC 27699-1598



Project Commitments

Ashe County
Bridge No. 39 on US 221
Over South Fork New River
Federal Aid Project No. BRSTP-0221 (20)
WBS No. 32579.1.3
State Project No. 81710602
TIP No. B-1037

Commitment developed during Project Development

Structure Design Unit
The Proposed bridge will be designed with “Texas Classic Rail” type with either the
rounded or square window style

Deck drains are not allowed to discharge directly into the stream.
The design of the replacement structure will minimize the number of piers required in the
channel. The new spans will either maintain or increase the open channel width available

to users.

Division 11 Construction
Design Standards in sensitive watersheds will apply.

To minimize sedimentation in the river, the existing bridge piers will be cut off level with
the river bed instead of being pulled out if possible.

The private drive crossing under the east end of Bridge No. 39 will be kept open during
construction since this is the only access for residents living north of the bridge along the
east bank of the South Fork New River.

NCDOT will maintain access to recreational users of the South Fork New River during
construction. '

Before construction begins, the Division Engineer will insure that “Bridge Construction
Ahead” signs are placed on the upstream and dewnstream sides of the bridge to alert
recreational users. ‘

If the replacement structure requires pier footing within the channel, and footings come
within three feet of the waters surface, NCDOT will install fins to indicate the presence
of the footings in order to protect boaters and the footing.

“Staging areas” will not be located within 20-feet of any part of the South Fork of the
New River which is designated as a National and Scenic River.
Staging areas will be needed within view of the South Fork of the New River.
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The New River General Store is eligible for the National Register of historic Places. The
store shall be monitored for damage during the construction as specified in the project

Commitment Developed during Permitting.

Roadside Environmental Unit:

The permitted shall use Design Standards in Sensitive Watersheds [15A NCAC 4B.0124
(a)-(9)]-

PDEA-Natural Environment Unit

The unavoidable impacts to stream channels resulting in the permanent loss of 185 feet of
- cool water streams associated with this project shall be mitigated by the NCDOT by
providing 370 feet linear feet of restoration equivalent cool water streams, in the New
River basin (Hydrologic Cataloging Unit 05050001).

The NCDOT received confirmation on February 24, 2009 that EEP would provide
mitigation for 185 feet of cool water stream impacts in HUC 05050001

PDEA-Natural Environment Unit and Division 11 Construction

All recommendations in the attached letter from the North Carolina Wildlife Resources
Commission dated May 8, 2009 are hereby incorporated as special conditions of this
permit.

PDEA-Human Environment Unit

All stipulations in the attached Memorandum of Agreement (including Appendix A
entitled “Historic Structure Recordation Plan”) signed by the Federal Highways on
7/24/96 and by the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Officer on 7/11/96 are
hereby incorporated as special conditions of this permit.

Permit Green Sheet .
October 2009 , 20f2



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
WILMINGTON DISTRICT

Action ID. 200900935 County: Ashe USGS Quad:
GENERAL PERMIT (REGIONAL AND NATIONWIDE) VERIFICATIONj
Property Owner / Authorized Agent: NCDOT, Gregory Thorpe |

Address: 1598 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1598

ECEIVED

MAY 21 2009

R
&

F

DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS
PDEA-QFFICE OF NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Telephone No.: 919-431-6663

Size and location of property (water body, road name/number, town, etc.): The project site is located at the intersection
of US 221 and the South Fork New River, near Scotteville, in Ashe County, North Carolina. This project has been
identified as TIP B-1037.

Description of projects area and activity: This permit verifies 185 linear feet of perennial stream impact and 264

linear feet of temporary stream impact during the replacement of Bridge 39 (US 221) over the South Fork New

River. Mitigation is required for this impact (see Permit Conditions below).

Applicable Law:  [X] Section 404 (Clean Water Act, 33 USC 1344)

[] Section 10 (Rivers and Harbors Act, 33 USC 403)
Authorization: Regional General Permit Number:

Nationwide Permit Number: 23 and 33

Your work is authorized by the above referenced permit provided it is accomplished in strict accordance with the attached
conditions and your submitted plans. Any violation of the attached conditions or deviation from your submitted plans may subject the
permittee to a stop work order, a restoration order and/or appropriate legal action.

This verification will remain valid until the expiration date identified below unless the nationwide authorization is modified,
suspended or revoked. If, prior to the expiration date identified below, the nationwide permit authorization is reissued and/or
modified, this verification will remain valid until the expiration date identified below, provided it complies with all requirements of
the modified nationwide permit. If the nationwide permit authorization expires or is suspended, revoked, or is modified, such that the
activity would no longer comply with the terms and conditions of the nationwide permit, activities which have commenced (i.c., are
under construction) or are under contract to commence in reliance upon the nationwide permit, will remain authorized provided the
activity is completed within twelve months of the date of the nationwide permit’s expiration, modification or revocation, uniess
discretionary authority has been exercised on a case-by-case basis to modify, suspend or revoke the authorization.

Activities subject to Section 404 (as indicated above) may also require an individual Section 401 Water Quality Certification. You
should contact the NC Division of Water Quality (telephone (919) 733-1786) to determine Section 401 requirements.

For activities occurring within the twenty coastal counties subject to regulation under the Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA),
prior to beginning work you must contact the N.C. Division of Coastal Management .

This Department of the Army verification does not relieve the permittee of the responsibility to obtain any other required Federal,
State or local approvals/permits.

If there are any questions regarding this verification, any of the conditions of the Permit, or the Corps of Engineers regulatory
program, please contact Monte Matthews.

Permit Conditions:

1. The unavoidable impacts to stream channels resulting in the permanent loss of 185 linear feet of cool water
streams associated with this project shall be mitigated by NCDOT by providing 370 linear feet of restoration equivalent
cool water streams, in the New River basin (Hydrologic Cataloging Unit 05050001). Based on your application, you
intend to utilize the Ecosystem Enhancement Program (EEP) as recommended in our letter dated September 1, 2004 from
Mr. Ken Jolly to Dr. Gregory J. Thorpe.

Until the Corps receives a confirmation letter from EEP that EEP is willing to provide mitigation for this project,
NCDOT is responsible for this mitigation requirement. If the Corps has not received confirmation from EEP within 150
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days of the date of this verification, NCDOT shall provide plans to accomplish the required mitigation to the Corps of
Engineers within 210 days of the date of this verification.

2. All recommendations in the attached letter from the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
dated May 8, 2009, are hereby incorporated as special conditions of this permit.

3. All stipulations in the attached Memorandum of Agreement (including Appendix A entitled
"Historic Structure Recordation Plan") signed by Federal Highways on 7/24/96, and by the North Carolina State Historic
Preservation Officer on 7/11/96 are hereby incorporated as special conditions of this permit.

Corps Regulatory Official: Monte Matthews M wL— M, )’L Date: May 18, 2009

Expiration Date of Verification: May 18,2011

The Wilmington District is committed to providing the highest level of support to the public. To help us ensure we continue to do so,
please complete the Customer Satisfaction Survey located at our website at http://regulatory.usacesurvey.com/ to complete the survey
online.
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Determination of Jurisdiction:

[] Based on preliminary information, there appear to be waters of the US including wetlands within the above described project area.
This preliminary determination is not an appealable action under the Regulatory Program Administrative Appeal Process
( Reference 33 CFR Part 331).

[C] There are Navigable Waters of the United States within the above described project area subject to the permit requirements of
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Unless there is a change in the law or our
published regulations, this determination may be relied upon for a period not to exceed five years from the date of this
notification.

DX There are waters of the US and/or wetlands within the above described project area subject to the permit requirements of Section
404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA)(33 USC § 1344). Unless there is a change in the law or our published regulations, this
determination may be relied upon for a period not to exceed five years from the date of this notification.

[] The jurisdictional areas within the above described project area have been identified under a previous action. Please reference
jurisdictional determination issued . Action ID

Basis of Jurisdictional Determination: evidence of an ordinary high water mark

Appeals Information (This information applies only to approved jurisdictional determinations.)

Attached to this verification is an approved jurisdictional determination. If you are not in agreement with that approved jurisdictional
determination, you can make an administrative appeal under 33 CFR 331. Enclosed you will find a Notification of Appeal Process

(NAP) fact sheet and request for appeal (RFA) form. If you request to appeal this determination you must submit a completed RFA
form to the following address:

District Engineer, Wilmington Regulatory Division
Attn: Jean Manuele, Project Manager,

Raleigh Regulatory Field Office

3331 Heritage Trade Drive, Suite 105

Wake Forest, North Carolina 27587

In order for an RFA to be accepted by the Corps, the Corps must determine that it is complete, that it meets the criteria for appeal
under 33 CFR part 331.5, and that it has been received by the District Office within 60 days of the date of the NAP. Should you
decide to submit an RFA form, it must be received at the above address by July 18, 2009.

**]t is not necessary to submit an RFA form to the District Office if you do not object to the determination in this correspondence.**

Corps Regulatory Official: Monte Matthews /VLJ« MJ'JL\,J’L__

Date May 18, 2009 Expiration Date May 18, 2014

SURVEY PLATS, FIELD SKETCH, WETLAND DELINEATION FORMS, PROJECT PLANS, ETC., MUST BE
ATTACHED TO THE FILE COPY OF THIS FORM, IF REQUIRED OR AVAILABLE.

Copy Furnished:
Amy Euliss, DWQ Winston-Salem
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North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission &

TO: Monte Matthews, NCDOT Coordinator
Raleigh Regulatory Field Office, USACE

FROM: Marla Chambers, Western NCDOT Permit Coordinator 7 ado Uambons.
Habitat Conservation Program, NCWRC

DATE: May 8, 2009

SUBJECT: Review of NCDOT’s application for Section 404 and 401 permits to replace

Bridge No. 39 on US 221 over South Fork New River, Ashe County, North
Carolina. TIP No. B-1037.

North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has submitted an application to obtain a
Section 404 Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and a 401 Water Quality
Certification from the Division of Water Quality (NCDWQ). Staff biologists with the North
Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC) have reviewed the information provided.
These comments are provided in accordance with the provisions of the National Environmental

Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(c)) and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as
amended; 16 U.S.C. 661-667d).

The NCDOT proposes to replace Bridge No. 39 on US 221 over South Fork New River to the
south of the existing structure. There will be 185 linear feet of permanent impacts to an
unnamed tributary (UT 1) to South Fork New River and 0.43 acres of temporary impacts to the
river and two UT’s (UT 1 & 2) due to causeways and installation of permanent and temporary
pipes. We have concerns regarding the perpendicular angle of the 18” pipe that outlets into UT 2
at Site 3. It appears this could cause erosion of the UT 2 channel; this issue should be
investigated to ensure channel stability.

South Fork New River and its UT’s are classified B, ORW and the river is designated a National
Wild and Scenic River. A number of listed species occur at or near the project in the South Fork
New River, such as Kanawha minnow (Phenacobius teretulus), Federal Species of Concern
(FSC) and state Special Concern (SC); Kanawha darter (Etheostoma kanawhae), state
Significantly Rare (SR); green floater (Lasmigona subviridus), FSC and state Endangered; spike
(Elliptio dilatata), state SC; sharpnose darter (Percina oxyrhynchus), state SC; tonguetied
minnow (Exoglossum laurae), state SR; hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis), FSC and

Mailing Address: Division of Inland Fisheries ¢ 1721 Mail Service Center « Raleigh, NC 27699-1721
Telephone: (919) 707-0220 « Fax: (919) 707-0028



B-1037, US 221
South Fork New River, Ashe Co. -2- May 8, 2009

state SC and a number of rare insects. . Sediment and erosion control measures should adhere to
the Design Standards for Sensitive Watersheds.

NCWRC can concur with the issuance of Section 404 and 401 permits provided that the
following conditions are implemented:

1.

10.

11.

Sediment and erosion control measures shall adhere to the design standards for sensitive
watersheds and be strictly maintained until project completion.

Herbaceous vegetation shall be planted on all bare soil as soon as possible following the
completion of permanent or temporary ground disturbing activities to provide appropriate
long-term erosion control.

Tall fescue should not be used in riparian areas. We encourage NCDOT to utilize onsite
vegetation and materials for bank stabilization when practicable. Erosion control matting
should be used on banks and steep slopes, instead of straw mulch and well anchored with
12” staples, wooden survey stakes or live stakes.

Stormwater, including deck drainage, should be directed to buffer areas or retention
basins and should not be routed directly into the waterway.

Only clean, sediment-free rock should be used as temporary fill (causeways), and should
be removed without excessive disturbance of the natural channel bottom when
construction is completed.

Discharge of materials into the waterway from demolition of the old bridge should be
avoided as much as practicable. Any materials that inadvertently reach the water should
be removed.

The natural dimension, pattern, and profile of the waterway above and below the crossing
should not be modified by widening the channel or changing the depth of the waterway.

Removal of vegetation in riparian areas should be minimized. Native trees and shrubs
should be planted along the banks, as appropriate to the setting, to reestablish the riparian
zone and to provide long-term erosion control.

Grading and backfilling should be minimized, and tree and shrub growth should be
retained if possible to ensure long term availability of shoreline cover for fish and
wildlife. Backfill materials should be obtained from upland sites.

Riprap placed for bank stabilization should be limited to the banks below the high water
mark, and vegetation should be used for stabilization above the high water elevation.

If concrete will be used during construction, work must be accomplished so that wet
(uncured) concrete does not contact surface waters. This will lessen the chance of
altering the water chemistry and causing a fish kill.



B-1037, US 221
South Fork New River, Ashe Co. -3- May 8, 2009

12.

13.

14.

Discharging hydroseeding mixtures and washing out hydroseeders and other equipment
in or adjacent to surface waters is strictly prohibited.

Heavy equipment should be operated from the bank rather than in the channel whenever
possible in order to minimize sedimentation and reduce the likelihood of introducing
other pollutants into the waterway. All mechanized equipment operated near surface
waters should be inspected and maintained regularly to prevent contamination of surface
waters from fuels, lubricants, hydraulic fluids or other toxic materials.

The existing roadway that is to be eliminated should be removed back to original ground
elevations and the natural floodplain elevations and functions should be restored.
Disturbed areas should be seeded or mulched to stabilize the soil and native tree species
should be planted with a spacing of not more than 10°x10°.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this project. If you have any questions
regarding these comments, please contact me at (704) 485-8291.

CC:

Troy Wilson, USFWS
Amy Euliss, NCDWQ
Angie Rodgers, NCNHP
Carla Dagnino, NCDOT
Elizabeth Lusk, NCDOT



MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Between
the Federal Highway Administration and the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Officer
Submitted to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.6(a)
for the Replacement of Bridge #39 on US 221 over the South Fork of the New River
Ashe County, North Carolina
TIP #B-1037, State Project #8.1710602, Federal Aid #BRSTP-221(6)

WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration (FHwA) has determined that the
replacement of Bridge #39 on US 221 over the South Fork of the New River will have an effect
upon Bridge #39 and the New River General Store, properties eligible for inclusion in the
National Register of Historic Places; and has consulted with the North Carolina State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO) pursuant to 36 CFR Section 800, regulations implementing Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 USC 470f); and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation NCDOT) and Randy and
Barbara Revis, owners of the New River General Store (store owners), have participated in the
consultation and have been invited to concur in this Memorandum of Agreement;

NOW, THEREFORE, FHwA and the North Carolina SHPO agree that the undertaking
shall be implemented in accordance with the following stipulations in order to take into account
the effect of the undertaking on historic properties. :

STIPULATIONS

FHwA will ensure that the following measures are carried out:

I. Bridge #39

A. Recordation: Prior to the demolition of Bridge #39, NCDOT shall record the bridge in
- accordance with the attached Historic Structures Recordation Plan (Appendix A). The
recordation plan shall be carried out and copies of the record shall be sent to the North Carolina
SHPO prior to the start of construction.

B. Replacement Bridge Design: NCDOT shall provide the North Carolina SHPO the
opportunity to review and comment upon designs for the replacement bridge.

II. New River General Store:

A. Structural Stabilization: NCDOT shall stabilize the structure to withstand the effects
of blasting required for the project. NCDOT shall consult with the North Carolina SHPO and
store owners regarding the method of stabilization to be used.

B. Blasting: NCDOT shall control and monitor blasting operations to minimize damage
to the New River General Store. .

C. Existing Road and Access: NCDOT shall provide the North Carolina SHPO with an
opportunity to review and comment upon plans for the removal of the existing road and access to
the store.
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1. Dispute Resolution: Should the North Carolina SHPO object within thirty (30) days to any
plans or documentation provided for review pursuant to this agreement, FHwA shall consult with
the North Carolina SHPO to resolve the objection. If FHwA or the North Carolina SHPO
determines that the objection can not be resolved, FHWA shall forward all documentation
relevant to the dispute to the Council. Within thirty (30) days after receipt of all pertinent
documentation, the Council will either:

A. Provide FHWA with recommendations which FHwA will take into account in reaching
a final decision regarding the dispute, or

B. Notify FHwA that it will comment pursuant to 36 CFR Section 800.6(b) and proceed
to comment. Any Council comment provided in response to such a request will be taken into
account by FHwA in accordance with 36 CFR Section 800.6(c)(2) with reference to the subject
of the dispute.

Any recommendation or comment provided by the Council will be understood to pertain only to

the subject of the dispute; FHwA's responsibility to carry out all the actions under this MOA that
are not the subject of the dispute will remain unchanged.

Execution of this Memorandum of Agreement by FHwWA and the North Carolina SHPO,
its subsequent acceptance by the Council, and implementation of its terms, evidence that FHwA
has afforded the Council an opportunity to comment on the replacement of Bridge #39 and its
effects on histeric properties, and that FHwA has taken into account the effects of the bridge
replacement on historic properties.

Federal Highway Administration

By: ﬁ%ﬁ LA ﬁlg LT Dae:_72 /24 /9L

North Carz?z:it;m 5?0& Preservation Officer
/
By: ! OM"/\S’ Date:__7//1 ]qla
), O U —

Accepted:

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
By:_/g{c, _AQ é; A Date: Z*-‘[jg
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Appendix A

Historic Structure Recordation Plan

Historical Background

A brief historical and physical narrative/description of Bridge #39.
Photographic Documentation

Photographic views of Bridge #39 including:

*Overall views (elevations and oblique views)
*Overall views of the bridge in its setting
*Details of construction or design

Format:

*35mm or larger black and white negatives (all views)
*4 x 5 inch black and white prints (all views)
" *Color slides (all views)

* All processing to be done to archival standards. Fiber-based paper is the
traditional archival standard. According to Kodak, however, their resin-coated
paper meets archival standards if it is stored in total darkness (in an envelope)
and at low humidity.

* All photographs, negatives and slides to be labeled according to Division of
Archives and History Standards.

Graphic Documentation
Reproduction of the construction blueprints from microfilm
Copies and Curation

*One (1) set of all photographic and graphic documentation and the historical
background information shall be deposited with the North Carolina Division of
Archives and History/State Historic Preservation Office to be made a permanent
part of the statewide survey and iconographic collection.



Action ID Number:200900935 County:Ashe
Permittee: NCDOT
Date Verification Issued: May 18, 2009

Project Manager: Monte Matthews

Upon completion of the activity authorized by this permit and any mitigation required by the permit,
sign this certification and return it to the following address:

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
WILMINGTON DISTRICT
RALEIGH REGULATORY FIELD OFFICE
3331 HERITAGE TRADE DRIVE, SUITE 105
WAKE FOREST, NORTH CAROLINA 27587

Please note that your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by a U. S. Army Corps of

Engineers representative. If you fail to comply with this permit you are subject to permit suspension,
modification, or revocation.

I hereby certify that the work authorized by the above referenced permit has been completed in
accordance with the terms and condition of the said permit, and required mitigation was completed in
accordance with the permit conditions.

Signature of Permittee Date



Applicant: NCDOT File Number: 200900935 Date: May 15, 2009

Attached is: See Section below

INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of
permission)

>

PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of permission)

PERMIT DENIAL

APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION

: INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT: You my accep or object to the permit.

esllw][@]ler

PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION

ACCEPT: Ifyoureceived a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and return it to the district engineer for final
authorization. If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized. Your signature
on the Standard Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the
permit, including its terms and conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations associated with the permit.

OBIJECT: Ifyou object to the permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you may request that the
permit be modified accordingly. You must complete Section II of this form and return the form to the district engineer. Your
objections must be received by the district engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice, or you will forfeit your right to appeal
the permit in the future. Upon receipt of your letter, the district engineer will evaluate your objections and may: (a) modify the
permit to address all of your concerns, (b) modify the permit to address some of your objections, or (¢) not modify the permit
having determined that the permit should be issued as previously written. After evaluating your objections, the district engineer
will send you a proffered permit for your reconsideration, as indicated in Section B below.

PROFFERED PERMIT: You may accept or appeal the permit

ACCEPT: If you received a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and return it to the district engineer for final
authorization. If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized. Your signature
on the Standard Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the
permit, including its terms and conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations associated with the permit.

APPEAL: If you choose to decline the proffered permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you
may appeal the declined permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process by completing Section II of this form
and sending the form to the division engineer. This form must be received by the division engineer within 60 days of the date of
this notice.

C: PERMIT DENIAL: You may appeal the denial of a permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process by
completing Section II of this form and sending the form to the division engineer. This form must be received by the division engineer
within 60 days of the date of this notice.

D: APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION: You may accept or appeal the approved JD or
provide new information.

ACCEPT: You do not need to notify the Corps to accept an approved JD. Failure to notify the Corps within 60 days of the date of
this notice, means that you accept the approved JD in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the approved JD.

APPEAL: If you disagree with the approved JD, you may appeal the approved JD under the Corps of Engineers Administrative
Appeal Process by completing Section II of this form and sending the form to the district engineer. This form must be received by
the division engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice.




E: PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION: You do not need to respond to the Corps
regarding the preliminary JD. The Preliminary JD is not appealable. If you wish, you may request an approved
JD (which may be appealed), by contacting the Corps district for further instruction. Also you may provide new
information for further consideration by the Corps to reevaluate the JD.

# Z « i - ’ TR sl
REASONS FOR APPEAL OR OBJECT
objections to an initial proffered permit in clear concise statements. You may attach additional information to

this form to clarify where your reasons or objections are addressed in the administrative record.)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The appeal is limited to a review of the administrative record, the Corps
memorandum for the record of the appeal conference or meeting, and any supplemental information that the
review officer has determined is needed to clarify the administrative record. Neither the appellant nor the Corps
may add new information or analyses to the record. However, you may provide additional information to clarify
the location of information that is already in the administrative record.

If you have questions regarding this decision If you only have questions regarding the appeal process you
and/or the appeal process you may contact: may also contact:
Monte Matthews Mr. Mike Bell, Administrative Appeal Review Officer
3331 Heritage Trade Drive, Suite 105 CESAD-ET-CO-R
Wake Forest, NC 27587 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, South Atlantic Division

60 Forsyth Street, Room 9M15

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8801

RIGHT OF ENTRY: Your signature below grants the right of entry to Corps of Engineers personnel, and any
government consultants, to conduct investigations of the project site during the course of the appeal process. You

will be provided a 15 day notice of any site investigation, and will have the opportunity to participate in all site
investigations.

Date: Telephone number:

Signature of appellant or agent.

For appeals on Initial Proffered Permits and approved Jurisdictional Determinations send this form to:

District Engineer, Wilmington Regulatory Division, Attn: Jean Manuele, Project Manager, Raleigh
Regulatory Field Office, 3331 Heritage Trade Drive, Suite 105, Wake Forest, North Carolina 27587

For Permit denials and Proffered Permits send this form to:

Division Engineer, Commander, U.S. Army Engineer Division, South Atlantic, Attn: Mr. Mike Bell,
Administrative Appeal Officer, CESAD-ET-CO-R, 60 Forsyth Street, Room 9IM15, Atlanta, Georgia
30303-8801



NATIONWIDE PERMIT 33
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS
FINAL NOTICE OF ISSUANCE AND MODIFICATION OF NATIONWIDE PERMITS
FEDERAL REGISTER
AUTHORIZED MARCH 19, 2007

Temporary Construction, Access, and Dewatering. Temporary structures, work, and
discharges, including cofferdams, necessary for construction activities or access fills or
dewatering of construction sites, provided that the associated primary activity is authorized by
the Corps of Engineers or the U.S. Coast Guard. This NWP also authorizes temporary structures,
work, and discharges, including cofferdams, necessary for construction activities not otherwise
subject to the Corps or U.S. Coast Guard permit requirements. Appropriate measures must be
taken to maintain near normal downstream flows and to minimize flooding. Fill must consist of
materials, and be placed in a manner, that will not be eroded by expected high flows. The use of
dredged material may be allowed if the district engineer determines that it will not cause more
than minimal adverse effects on aquatic resources. Following completion of construction,
temporary fill must be entirely removed to upland areas, dredged material must be returned to its
original location, and the affected areas must be restored to pre-construction elevations. The
affected areas must also be revegetated, as appropriate. This permit does not authorize the use of
cofferdams to dewater wetlands or other aquatic areas to change their use. Structures left in place
after construction is completed require a section 10 permit if located in navigable waters of the
United States. (See 33 CFR part 322.)

Notification: The permittee must submit a pre-construction notification to the district
engineer prior to commencing the activity (see general condition 27). The pre-construction
notification must include a restoration plan showing how all temporary fills and structures will .
be removed and the area restored to pre-project conditions. (Sections 10 and 404)



NATIONWIDE PERMIT CONDITIONS

The following General Conditions must be followed in order for any authorization by a NWP to
be valid:

1. Navigation. (a) No activity may cause more than a minimal adverse effect on
navigation.

(b) Any safety lights and signals prescribed by the U.S. Coast Guard, through regulations
or otherwise, must be installed and maintained at the permittee's expense on authorized facilities
in navigable waters of the United States.

(c) The permittee understands and agrees that, if future operations by the United States
require the removal, relocation, or other alteration, of the structure or work herein authorized, or
if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Army or his authorized representative, said structure or
work shall cause unreasonable obstruction to the free navigation of the navigable waters, the
permittee will be required, upon due notice from the Corps of Engineers, to remove, relocate, or
alter the structural work or obstructions caused thereby, without expense to the United States. No
claim shall be made against the United States on account of any such removal or alteration.

2. Aquatic Life Movements. No activity may substantially disrupt the necessary life cycle
movements of those species of aquatic life indigenous to the waterbody, including those species
that normally migrate through the area, unless the activity's primary purpose is to impound
water. Culverts placed in streams must be installed to maintain low flow conditions.

3. Spawning Areas. Activities in spawning areas during spawning seasons must be
avoided to the maximum extent practicable. Activities that result in the physical destruction (e.g.,

through excavation, fill, or downstream smothering by substantial turbidity) of an important
spawning area are not authorized.

4. Migratory Bird Breeding Areas. Activities in waters of the United States that serve as
breeding areas for migratory birds must be avoided to the maximum extent practicable.

5. Shellfish Beds. No activity may occur in areas of concentrated shellfish populations,

unless the activity is directly related to a shellfish harvesting activity authorized by NWPs 4 and
48.

6. Suitable Material. No activity may use unsuitable material (e.g., trash, debris, car
bodies, asphalt, etc.). Material used for construction or discharged must be free from toxic
pollutants in toxic amounts (see Section 307 of the Clean Water Act).

7. Water Supply Intakes. No activity may occur in the proximity of a public water supply
intake, except where the activity is for the repair or improvement of public water supply intake
structures or adjacent bank stabilization.

8. Adverse Effects From Impoundments. If the activity creates an impoundment of water,
adverse effects to the aquatic system due to accelerating the passage of water, and/or restricting
its flow must be minimized to the maximum extent practicable.




9. Management of Water Flows. To the maximum extent practicable, the pre-construction
course, condition, capacity, and location of open waters must be maintained for each activity,
including stream channelization and storm water management activities, except as provided
below. The activity must be constructed to withstand expected high flows. The activity must not
restrict or impede the passage of normal or high flows, unless the primary purpose of the activity
is to impound water or manage high flows. The activity may alter the pre-construction course,
condition, capacity, and location of open waters if it benefits the aquatic environment (e.g.,
stream restoration or relocation activities).

10. Fills Within 100-Year Floodplains. The activity must comply with applicable FEMA-
approved state or local floodplain management requirements.

11. Equipment. Heavy equipment working in wetlands or mudflats must be placed on
- mats, or other measures must be taken to minimize soil disturbance.

12 Soil Erosion and Sediment Controls. Appropriate soil erosion and sediment controls
must be used and maintained in effective operating condition during construction, and all
- exposed soil and other fills, as well as any work below the ordinary high water mark or high tide
line, must be permanently stabilized at the earliest practicable date. Permittees are encouraged to
perform work within waters of the United States during periods of low-flow or no-flow.

13. Removal of Temporary Fills. Temporary fills must be removed in their entirety and
the affected areas returned to pre-construction elevations. The affected areas must be
revegetated, as appropriate.

14. Proper Maintenance. Any authorized structure or fill shall be properly maintained,
including maintenance to ensure public safety.

15. Wild and Scenic Rivers. No activity may occur in a component of the National Wild
and Scenic River System, or in a river officially designated by Congress as a “study river” for
possible inclusion in the system while the river is in an official study status, unless the
appropriate Federal agency with direct management responsibility for such river, has determined
in writing that the proposed activity will not adversely affect the Wild and Scenic River
designation or study status. Information on Wild and Scenic Rivers may be obtained from the
appropriate Federal land management agency in the area (e.g., National Park Service, U.S. Forest
Service, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service).

16. Tribal Rights. No activity or its operation may impair reserved tribal rights, including,
but not limited to, reserved water rights and treaty fishing and hunting rights.

17. Endangered Species. (a) No activity is authorized under any NWP which is likely to
jeopardize the continued existence of a threatened or endangered species or a species proposed
for such designation, as identified under the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), or which
will destroy or adversely modify the critical habitat of such species. No activity is authorized



under any NWP which “may affect” a listed species or critical habitat, unless Section 7
consultation addressing the effects of the proposed activity has been completed.

(b) Federal agencies should follow their own procedures for complying with the
requirements of the ESA. Federal permittees must provide the district engineer with the
appropriate documentation to demonstrate compliance with those requirements.

(c) Non-federal permittees shall notify the district engineer if any listed species or
designated critical habitat might be affected or is in the vicinity of the project, or if the project is
located in designated critical habitat, and shall not begin work on the activity until notified by the
district engineer that the requirements of the ESA have been satisfied and that the activity is
authorized. For activities that might affect Federally-listed endangered or threatened species or
designated critical habitat, the pre-construction notification must include the name(s) of the
endangered or threatened species that may be affected by the proposed work or that utilize the
designated critical habitat that may be affected by the proposed work. The district engineer will
determine whether the proposed activity “may affect” or will have “no effect” to listed species
and designated critical habitat and will notify the non-Federal applicant of the Corps’
determination within 45 days of receipt of a complete pre-construction notification. In cases
where the non-Federal applicant has identified listed species or critical habitat that might be
affected or is in the vicinity of the project, and has so notified the Corps, the applicant shall not
begin work until the Corps has provided notification the proposed activities will have “no effect”
on listed species or critical habitat, or until Section 7 consultation has been completed.

(d) As a result of formal or informal consultation with the FWS or NMFS the district
engineer may add species-specific regional endangered species conditions to the NWPs.

(e) Authorization of an activity by a NWP does not authorize the “take” of a threatened or
endangered species as defined under the ESA. In the absence of separate authorization (e.g., an
ESA Section 10 Permit, a Biological Opinion with “incidental take” provisions, etc.) from the
U.S. FWS or the NMFS, both lethal and non-lethal “takes™ of protected species are in violation
of the ESA. Information-on the location of threatened and endangered species and their critical
habitat can be obtained directly from the offices of the U.S. FWS and NMFS or their world wide
Web pages at http://www.fws.gov/ and http://www.noaa.gov/fisheries.html respectively.

18. Historic Properties. (a) In cases where the district engineer determines that the
activity may affect properties listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic
Places, the activity is not authorized, until the requirements of Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) have been satisfied.

(b) Federal permittees should follow their own procedures for complying with the
requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Federal permittees must
provide the district engineer with the appropriate documentation to demonstrate compliance with
those requirements.

(c) Non-federal permittees must submit a pre-construction notification to the district
engineer if the authorized activity may have the potential to cause effects to any historic
properties listed, determined to be eligible for listing on, or potentially eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places, including previously unidentified properties. For such
activities, the pre-construction notification must state which historic properties may be affected
by the proposed work or include a vicinity map indicating the location of the historic properties
or the potential for the presence of historic properties. Assistance regarding information on the
location of or potential for the presence of historic resources can be sought from the State



Historic Preservation Officer or Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, as appropriate, and the
National Register of Historic Places (see 33 CFR 330.4(g)). The district engineer shall make a
reasonable and good faith effort to carry out appropriate identification efforts, which may include
background research, consultation, oral history interviews, sample field investigation, and field
survey. Based on the information submitted and these efforts, the district engineer shall
determine whether the proposed activity has the potential to cause an effect on the historic
properties. Where the non-Federal applicant has identified historic properties which the activity
may have the potential to cause effects and so notified the Corps, the non-Federal applicant shall
not begin the activity until notified by the district engineer either that the activity has no potential
to cause effects or that consultation under Section 106 of the NHPA has been completed.

(d) The district engineer will notify the prospective permittee within 45 days of receipt
of a complete pre-construction notification whether NHPA Section 106 consultation is required.
Section 106 consultation is not required when the Corps determines that the activity does not

_have the potential to cause effects on historic properties (see 36 CFR 800.3(a)). If NHPA section

106 consultation is required and will occur, the district engineer will notify the non-Federal
-applicant that he or she cannot begin work until Section 106 consultation is completed.

: (e) Prospective permittees should be aware that section 110k of the NHPA (16 U.S.C.

;;,470h 2(k)) prevents the Corps from granting a permit or other assistance to an applicant who,
~with intent to avoid the requirements of Section 106 of the NHPA, has intentionally significantly

- adversely affected a historic property to which the permit would relate, or having legal power to
prevent it, allowed such significant adverse effect to occur, unless the Corps, after consultation
with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP), determines that circumstances
justify granting such assistance despite the adverse effect created or permitted by the applicant.
If circumstances justify granting the assistance, the Corps is required to notify the ACHP and
provide documentation specifying the circumstances, explaining the degree of damage to the
integrity of any historic properties affected, and proposed mitigation. This documentation must
include any views obtained from the applicant, SHPO/THPO, appropriate Indian tribes if the
undertaking occurs on or affects historic properties on tribal lands or affects properties of interest
to those tribes, and other parties known to have a legitimate interest in the impacts to the
permitted activity on historic properties.

19. Designated Critical Resource Waters. Critical resource waters include, NOAA-
designated marine sanctuaries, National Estuarine Research Reserves, state natural heritage sites,
and outstanding national resource waters or other waters officially designated by a state as
having particular environmental or ecological significance and identified by the district engineer
after notice and opportunity for public comment. The district engineer may also designate
additional critical resource waters after notice and opportunity for comment.

(a) Discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States are not
authorized by NWPs 7, 12, 14, 16, 17, 21, 29, 31, 35, 39, 40, 42, 43, 44, 49, and 50 for any
activity within, or directly affecting, critical resource waters, including wetlands adjacent to such
waters.

(b) For NWPs 3, 8, 10, 13, 15, 18, 19, 22, 23, 25,27, 28, 30, 33, 34, 36, 37, and 38,
notification is required in accordance with general condition 27, for any activity proposed in the
designated critical resource waters including wetlands adjacent to those waters. The district
engineer may authorize activities under these NWPs only after it is determined that the impacts
to the critical resource waters will be no more than minimal.




20. Mitigation. The district engineer will consider the following factors when
determining appropriate and practicable mitigation necessary to ensure that adverse effects on
the aquatic environment are minimal: '

(a) The activity must be designed and constructed to avoid and minimize adverse effects,
both temporary and permanent, to waters of the United States to the maximum extent practicable
at the project site (i.e., on site).

(b) Mitigation in all its forms (avoiding, minimizing, rectifying, reducing, or
compensating) will be required to the extent necessary to ensure that the adverse effects to the
aquatic environment are minimal.

(c) Compensatory mitigation at a minimum one-for-one ratio will be required for all
wetland losses that exceed 1/10 acre and require pre-construction notification, unless the district
engineer determines in writing that some other form of mitigation would be more
environmentally appropriate and provides a project-specific waiver of this requirement. For
wetland losses of 1/10 acre or less that require pre-construction notification, the district engineer
may determine on a case-by-case basis that compensatory mitigation is required to ensure that
the activity results in minimal adverse effects on the aquatic environment. Since the likelihood of
success is greater and the impacts to potentially valuable uplands are reduced, wetland
restoration should be the first compensatory mitigation option considered.

(d) For losses of streams or other open waters that require pre-construction notification,
the district engineer may require compensatory mitigation, such as stream restoration, to ensure
that the activity results in minimal adverse effects on the aquatic environment.

(e) Compensatory mitigation will not be used to increase the acreage losses allowed by
the acreage limits of the NWPs. For example, if an NWP has an acreage limit of 1/2 acre, it
cannot be used to authorize any project resulting in the loss of greater than 1/2 acre of waters of
the United States, even if compensatory mitigation is provided that replaces or restores some of
the lost waters. However, compensatory mitigation can and should be used, as necessary, to
ensure that a project already meeting the established acreage limits also satisfies the minimal
impact requirement associated with the NWPs.

(f) Compensatory mitigation plans for projects in or near streams or other open waters
will normally include a requirement for the establishment, maintenance, and legal protection
(e.g., conservation easements) of riparian areas next to open waters. In some cases, riparian areas
may be the only compensatory mitigation required. Riparian areas should consist of native
species. The width of the required riparian area will address documented water quality or aquatic
habitat loss concerns. Normally, the riparian area will be 25 to 50 feet wide on each side of the
stream, but the district engineer may require slightly wider riparian areas to address documented
water quality or habitat loss concerns. Where both wetlands and open waters exist on the project
site, the district engineer will determine the appropriate compensatory mitigation (e.g., riparian
areas and/or wetlands compensation) based on what is best for the aquatic environment on a
watershed basis. In cases where riparian areas are determined to be the most appropriate form of
compensatory mitigation, the district engineer may waive or reduce the requirement to provide
wetland compensatory mitigation for wetland losses.

(g) Permittees may propose the use of mitigation banks, in-lieu fee arrangements or
separate activity-specific compensatory mitigation. In all cases, the mitigation provisions will
specify the party responsible for accomplishing and/or complying with the mitigation plan.



(h) Where certain functions and services of waters of the United States are permanently
adversely affected, such as the conversion of a forested or scrub-shrub wetland to a herbaceous
wetland in a permanently maintained utility line right-of-way, mitigation may be required to
reduce the adverse effects of the project to the minimal level.

21. Water Quality. Where States and authorized Tribes, or EPA where applicable, have
not previously certified compliance of an NWP with CWA Section 401, individual 401 Water
Quality Certification must be obtained or waived (see 33 CFR 330.4(c)). The district engineer or
State or Tribe may require additional water quality management measures to ensure that the
authorized activity does not result in more than minimal degradation of water quality.

22. Coastal Zone Management. In coastal states where an NWP has not previously
received a state coastal zone management consistency concurrence, an individual state coastal
- zone management consistency concurrence must be obtained, or a presumption of concurrence
- -must occur (see 33 CFR 330.4(d)). The district engineer or a State may require additional

- .measures to ensure that the authorized activity is consistent with state coastal zone management
- requirements.

. 23. Regional and Case-By-Case Conditions. The activity must comply with any regional
conditions that may have been added by the Division Engineer (see 33 CFR 330.4(¢)) and with
any case specific conditions added by the Corps or by the state, Indian Tribe, or U.S. EPA in its
section 401 Water Quality Certification, or by the state in its Coastal Zone Management Act

consistency determination. :

24. Use of Multiple Nationwide Permits. The use of more than one NWP for a single and
complete project is prohibited, except when the acreage loss of waters of the United States
authorized by the NWPs does not exceed the acreage limit of the NWP with the highest specified
acreage limit. For example, if a road crossing over tidal waters is constructed under NWP 14,
with associated bank stabilization authorized by NWP 13, the maximum acreage loss of waters
of the United States for the total project cannot exceed 1/3-acre.

25. Transfer of Nationwide Permit Verifications. If the permittee sells the property
associated with a nationwide permit verification, the permittee may transfer the nationwide
permit verification to the new owner by submitting a letter to the appropriate Corps district office
to validate the transfer. A copy of the nationwide permit verification must be attached to the
letter, and the letter must contain the following statement and signature:

“When the structures or work authorized by this nationwide permit are still in existence at the
time the property is transferred, the terms and conditions of this nationwide permit, including any
special conditions, will continue to be binding on the new owner(s) of the property. To validate




the transfer of this nationwide permit and the associated liabilities associated with compliance
with its terms and conditions, have the transferee sign and date below.”

(Transferee)

(Date)

26. Compliance Certification. Each permittee who received an NWP verification from the
Corps must submit a signed certification regarding the completed work and any required
mitigation. The certification form must be forwarded by the Corps with the NWP verification
letter and will include:

(a) A statement that the authorized work was done in accordance with the NWP
authorization, including any general or specific conditions;

(b) A statement that any required mitigation was completed in accordance with the permit
conditions; and

(c) The signature of the permittee certifying the completion of the work and mitigation.

27. Pre-Construction Notification. (a) Timing. Where required by the terms of the NWP,
the prospective permittee must notify the district engineer by submitting a pre-construction
notification (PCN) as early as possible. The district engineer must determine if the PCN is
complete within 30 calendar days of the date of receipt and, as a general rule, will request
additional information necessary to make the PCN complete only once. However, if the
prospective permittee does not provide all of the requested information, then the district engineer
will notify the prospective permittee that the PCN is still incomplete and the PCN review process
will not commence until all of the requested information has been received by the district
engineer. The prospective permittee shall not begin the activity until either:

(1) He or she is notified in writing by the district engineer that the activity may proceed
under the NWP with any special conditions imposed by the district or division engineer; or

(2) Forty-five calendar days have passed from the district engineer’s receipt of the
complete PCN and the prospective permittee has not received written notice from the district or
division engineer. However, if the permittee was required to notify the Corps pursuant to general
condition 17 that listed species or critical habitat might affected or in the vicinity of the project,
or to notify the Corps pursuant to general condition 18 that the activity may have the potential to
cause effects to historic properties, the permittee cannot begin the activity until receiving written
notification from the Corps that is “no effect” on listed species or “no potential to cause effects”
on historic properties, or that any consultation required under Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act (see 33 CFR 330.4(f)) and/or Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation (see
33 CFR 330.4(g)) is completed. Also, work cannot begin under NWPs 21, 49, or 50 until the
permittee has received written approval from the Corps. If the proposed activity requires a
written waiver to exceed specified limits of an NWP, the permittee cannot begin the activity until
the district engineer issues the waiver. If the district or division engineer notifies the permittee in
writing that an individual permit is required within 45 calendar days of receipt of a complete
PCN, the permittee cannot begin the activity until an individual permit has been obtained.



Subsequently, the permittee’s right to proceed under the NWP may be modified, suspended, or
revoked only in accordance with the procedure set forth in 33 CFR 330.5(d)(2).

(b) Contents of Pre-Construction Notification: The PCN must be in wr1t1ng and include
the following information:

(1) Name, address and telephone numbers of the prospective permittee;

(2) Location of the proposed project;

(3) A description of the proposed project; the project’s purpose; direct and indirect
adverse environmental effects the project would cause; any other NWP(s), regional general
permit(s), or individual permit(s) used or intended to be used to authorize any part of the
proposed project or any related activity. The description should be sufficiently detailed to allow
the district engineer to determine that the adverse effects of the project will be minimal and to
determine the need for compensatory mitigation. Sketches should be provided when necessary
to show that the activity complies with the terms of the NWP. (Sketches usually clarify the
project and when provided result in a quicker decision.);

(4) The PCN must include a delineation of special aquatic sites and other waters of the
United States on the project site. Wetland delineations must be prepared in accordance with the
current method required by the Corps. The permittee may ask the Corps to delineate the special
aquatic sites and other waters of the United States, but there may be a delay if the Corps does the
delineation, especially if the project site is large or contains many waters of the United States.
Furthermore, the 45 day period will not start until the delineation has been submitted to or
completed by the Corps, where appropriate;

(5) If the proposed activity will result in the loss of greater than 1/10 acre of wetlands and
a PCN is required, the prospective permittee must submit a statement describing how the
mitigation requirement will be satisfied. As an alternative, the prospective permittee may submit
a conceptual or detailed mitigation plan.

(6) If any listed species or designated critical habitat might be affected or is in the vicinity
of the project, or if the project is located in designated critical habitat, for non-Federal applicants
the PCN must include the name(s) of those endangered or threatened species that might be
affected by the proposed work or utilize the designated critical habitat that may be affected by
the proposed work. Federal applicants must provide documentation demonstrating compliance
with the Endangered Species Act; and

(7) For an activity that may affect a historic property listed on, determined to be eligible
for listing on, or potentially eligible for listing on, the National Register of Historic Places, for
non-Federal applicants the PCN must state which historic property may be affected by the
proposed work or include a vicinity map indicating the location of the historic property. Federal
applicants must provide documentation demonstrating compliance with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act.

- (c) Form of Pre-Construction Notification: The standard individual permit application
form (Form ENG 4345) may be used, but the completed application form must clearly indicate
that it is a PCN and must include all of the information required in paragraphs (b)(1) through (7)
of this general condition. A letter containing the required information may also be used.

(d) Agency Coordination: (1) The district engineer will consider any comments from
Federal and state agencies concerning the proposed activity’s compliance with the terms and
conditions of the NWPs and the need for mitigation to reduce the project’s adverse
environmental effects to a minimal level.




* (2) For all NWP 48 activities requiring pre-construction notification and for other NWP
activities requiring pre-construction notification to the district engineer that result in the loss of
greater than 1/2-acre of waters of the United States, the district engineer will immediately
provide (e.g., via facsimile transmission, overnight mail, or other expeditious manner) a copy of
the PCN to the appropriate Federal or state offices (U.S. FWS, state natural resource or water
quality agency, EPA, State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) or Tribal Historic Preservation
Office (THPO), and, if appropriate, the NMFS). With the exception of NWP 37, these agencies
will then have 10 calendar days from the date the material is transmitted to telephone or fax the
- district engineer notice that they intend to provide substantive, site-specific comments. If so
contacted by an agency, the district engineer will wait an additional 15 calendar days before

~making a decision on the pre-construction notification. The district engineer will fully consider
agency comments received within the specified time frame, but will provide no response to the
resource agency, except as provided below. The district engineer will indicate in the
administrative record associated with each pre-construction notification that the resource
agencies’ concerns were considered. For NWP 37, the emergency watershed protection and
rehabilitation activity may proceed immediately in cases where there is an unacceptable hazard
to life or a significant loss of property or economic hardship will occur. The district engineer will
consider any comments received to decide whether the NWP 37 authorization should be
modified, suspended, or revoked in accordance with the procedures at 33 CFR 330.5.

(3) In cases of where the prospective permittee is not a Federal agency, the district
engineer will provide a response to NMFS within 30 calendar days of receipt of any Essential
Fish Habitat conservation recommendations, as required by Section 305(b)(4)(B) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

(4) Applicants are encouraged to provide the Corps multiple copies of pre-construction
notifications to expedite agency coordination.

(5) For NWP 48 activities that require reporting, the district engineer will provide a copy
of each report within 10 calendar days of receipt to the appropriate regional office of the NMFS.

(e) District Engineer’s Decision: In reviewing the PCN for the proposed activity, the
district engineer will determine whether the activity authorized by the NWP will result in more
than minimal individual or cumulative adverse environmental effects or may be contrary to the
public interest. If the proposed activity requires a PCN and will result in a loss of greater than
1/10 acre of wetlands, the prospective permittee should submit a mitigation proposal with the
PCN. Applicants may also propose compensatory mitigation for projects with smaller impacts.
The district engineer will consider any proposed compensatory mitigation the applicant has
included in the proposal in determining whether the net adverse environmental effects to the
aquatic environment of the proposed work are minimal. The compensatory mitigation proposal
may be either conceptual or detailed. If the d