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8/27/2026 
 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 
Transportation Permitting Branch 
 
 

NC Division of Water Resources 
Transportation Permitting Branch 
 
 
 

ATTN: 
  

NCDOT Coordinator NCDOT Coordinator 
 

Subject: Modification of Regional General Permit 50 & 401 Water Quality and Catawba 
Riparian Buffer Certification for the Replacement of Bridge 10 over Catawba River/Lake 
Rhodhiss on SR 1001 (Malcolm Blvd/Connelly Springs Road) in Burke and Caldwell 
County, Division 13 and 11, TIP No. R-3430B, WBS: 34544.3.3 

 
  Reference:  USACE 404 RGP 50 SAW-2019-01368 
  NCDWR 401 20221711 
 
Dear NCDOT Coordinators: 
 
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) hereby requests modification of the above-
referenced permits for the subject project. 
 
Due to lake levels being lower than anticipated, the barges can't get close enough to the edge of the 
temporary rock causeway pad that was previously proposed and permitted.  Instead of proposing to add 
more rock fill to the lake, temporary spanning trestles are now proposed for the purposes of barge access.  
These temporary work trestles will eliminate the need for more rock placement within the lake, therefore 
result in less sediment and habitat disturbance, are easier to remove once construction is complete, and will 
reach to where the lake levels are deep enough for the barges.    
 
This change in temporary construction access design results in an additional 0.02 ac of temporary impacts 
to the Catawba River/Lake Rhodhiss, an additional 3,984 sq ft of Zone 1 buffer impacts, and an additional 
3,310 sq ft of Zone 2 buffer impacts.  See following tables for impact comparisons and totals.   
 
Comparison of permitted and modified lake impact numbers (all temporary) 

Impact ID Previous Impact Numbers (ac) Modified Impact Numbers (ac) 

Site 1 0.06 0.06  
Site 2 0.19 0.23 

Site 3 0.02 0 

Total: 0.27 0.29 

* Impact numbers that have changed are in red. 
 
  



 

 

Comparison of permitted and modified Catawba Buffer impact numbers (all allowable) 

Impact ID 
Previous Impact Numbers (sq ft) Modified Impact Numbers (sq ft) 

Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 1 Zone 2 

Site 1 - Roadway 0 924 0 924 
Site 1 - Bridge 7,955 4,453 7,955 4,453 

Site 2 - Bridge 11,721 6,877 15,705 10,187 

Site 2 - Roadway 1,083 1,798 1,083 1,798 

Site 2 - Roadway 0 1,377 0 1,377 

Total: 20,759 15,429 24,743 18,739 

* Impact numbers that have changed are in red. 
 
 
Revised permit drawings and buffer drawings are attached. There have been no other changes to this project 
since the April/May 2026 permit renewal.  There are no permanent impacts to Waters of the U.S., so no 
mitigation is required.  All buffer impacts are allowable. 
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Erin Cheely at  
ekcheely@ncdot.gov or (919)707-6108. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Erin K. Cheely 

ECAP Western Team Lead 

 
 
 



Project Submittal Interim Form

Updated March 16, 2026

Please note: fields marked with a red asterisk * below are required.  You will not be able to submit the form until all
mandatory questions are answered.

Project Type:*

* If this is a GP reissuance/renewal please reference
the date of the plans and PCN that were originally verified.

New Project - Please check the new project type if you are trying to submit a new project that needs an official
approval decision.
 
Pre-Application Submittal – Please check the pre-application submittal if you just want feedback on your submittal
and do not have the expectation that your submittal will be considered a complete application requiring a formal
decision.

Modification/New Project With An Existing ID - Please check this box if you are submitting for a new phase of an
existing project, a modification to an existing project or for any additional impacts to an existing project for an official
approval decision.
 
More Information Response - Please check this type if you are responding to a request for information from staff and
you have and ID# and version for this response.
 
Other Agency Comments - Please check this if you are submitting comments on an existing project.
 

Re-issuance\Renewal Request – Please check this if you are submitting for a re-issuance\renewal prior to expiration
date for the corresponding 401/404.  If submitting after the expiration date or if modification needed use
Modification\New Project with Existing ID option.

Submittal Type:*

Is buffer approval also required?*

Name:

Email Address:*

For the Record Only (Courtesy Copy) New Project
Modification/New Project with Existing ID More Information Response
Other Agency Comments Pre-Application Submittal
Re-Issuance\Renewal Request Stream or Buffer Appeal

401 Application - Individual Certification (IC/WQC)

Yes No

Project Contact Information

Erin Cheely
Who is submitting the information?

ekcheely@ncdot.gov

Project Information



Existing ID #:* Existing Version:*

Project Name:*

Is this a public transportation project?*

Is this a DOT project?*

TIP#: WBS#:

Project Status

Is this application for a project associated with emergency response/repairs from Hurricane Helene impacts to
your project or property?*

Is the project located within a NC DCM Area of Environmental Concern (AEC)?*

Does this project involve maintenance dredging funded by the Shallow Draft Navigation Channel Dredging and
Aquatic Weed Fund, electric generation projects located at an existing or former electric generating facility, or
involve the distribution or transmission of energy or fuel, including natural gas, diesel, petroleum, or electricity?*

Is this project connected with ARPA funding or S.L. 2023-134 (earmark)?*

Is this application being filed jointly with another party involved with this project?*

County (ies)*

Please upload all files that need to be submited.

Describe the attachments or add comments:

20221711
20170001 (no dashes)

2
1

R-3430B - Bridge 10 over Catawba River/Lake Rhodhiss on SR 1001 (Malcolm Blvd/Connelly Springs Rd)

Yes No

Yes No

R-3430B 34544.3.3
(Applies to DOT projects only)

If you selected "Re-Issuance/Renewal Request" or "Modification/New Project with Existing ID" for your project type at the top of this form, please enter the
current status of your project.

Pre-let Under Construction
Utility Relocation Underway In-Field Adjustment

**Only choose "In-Field Adjustment" if directed to do so by 401 staff**

Yes No

Yes No Unknown

Yes No

ARPA S.L. 2023-134 (earmark) No

Yes No

Burke

Caldwell

Click the upload button or drag and drop files here to attach document

R-3430B 2026-08-27 Modification Application Package.pdf 3.41MB
Only pdf or kmz files are accepted.

Modification of 404 RGP 50 and 401 Individual Certification.
Changes to temporary lake impacts and allowable buffer impacts.



*

I, the project proponent, hereby certifies that all information contained herein is true, accurate, and complete to the
best of my knowledge and belief. 
I, the project proponent, hereby requests that the certifying authority review and take action on this CWA 401
certification request within the applicable reasonable period of time.
I agree that submission of this online form is a “transaction” subject to Chapter 66, Article 40 of the NC General
Statutes (the “Uniform Electronic Transactions Act”); 
I agree to conduct this transaction by electronic means pursuant to Chapter 66, Article 40 of the NC General
Statutes (the “Uniform Electronic Transactions Act”);
 I understand that an electronic signature has the same legal effect and can be enforced in the same way as a
written signature; AND 
I intend to electronically sign and submit the online form. 

Signature:*

Submittal Date:

By checking the box and signing box below, I certify that:

8/27/2026
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34544.1.4 TIP/Proj No: R-3430B County(ies): Burke   Caldwell    Page 1 of 3

TIP Number: Date:

Phone: Phone:
Email: Email:

County(ies):
CAMA County?

No

Design/Future: Year: 2045 Existing: Year:

City/Town:

2.1
Typical Cross Section Description:       

Surrounding Land Use:    

No
Wetlands within Project Limits?

1.5

0.587 miles
Project Description

Proposed Project

CatawbaRiver Basin(s):  

Theresa T. Ellerby, CPM

Raleigh, NC 27610

WBS Element:

Bridge ReplacementWBS Element:
DRMP NC, Inc. / Ryan P. Mitchell, PENCDOT Contact:

(919) 707-6020

Suite 110
Cary, NC 27518

Contractor / Designer:

(919) 650-1038

8000 Regency Parkway

rmitchell@drmp.com
BurkeTown of Valdese / Town of Rutherford College

Project Built-Upon Area (ac.)

10481

One (1) 12-foot travel lane each direction. 5-foot paved shoulders with roadway ditches 
on both sides. Guardrail and 2'-6" curb and gutter where applicable.

2022

tellerby@ncdot.gov
Caldwell

No

Annual Avg Daily Traffic (veh/hr/day):

Existing Site
Project Length (lin. miles or feet):        

ac.ac.

North Carolina Department of Transportation

Highway Stormwater Program
    STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

    FOR NCDOT PROJECTS

Project Type:

1000 Birch Ridge Drive Address:

General Project Information
R-3430B34544.1.4

Address:

08/17/2022

One (1) 11-foot travel lane each direction with roadway ditches on both sides.

12100

Light Residential / Recreational

R-3430B proposes to replace the Castle Bridge over the Catawba River (Lake Rhodhiss) with additional roadway and drainage improvements upstation/downstation of the 
proposed bridge. Riprap/bank stabilization at pipe outlets, ditches, and the surface water bank has been incorporated to minimize erosion on slopes where vegetation will not be 
adequate. NCDOT standards for ground cover, vegetation, and slope stabilization will be adhered to during the life of this project, and will be specified in the NCDOT Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plan for the project.

General Project Narrative:
(Description of Minimization of Water 

Quality Impacts)
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######

Aquatic T&E Species? No Comments:

Yes No
No

North Carolina Department of Transportation

Highway Stormwater Program
    STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

    FOR NCDOT PROJECTS
WBS Element:

Deck Drains Discharge Over Water Body? (If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

NRTR Stream ID: Catawba

Surface Water Body (1):  Catawba River NCDWR Stream Index No.: DRMP NC, Inc. / Ryan P. Mitchell, PE

General Project Information

Critical Area (CA)
Supplemental Classification:  None

Waterbody Information

NCDWR Surface Water Classification for Water Body Primary Classification:  Water Supply IV (WS-IV) Class B

(If yes, describe in the General Project Narrative; if no, justify in the 
General Project Narrative)(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

Town of Valdese / Town of Rutherford College Buffer Rules in Effect:
Project Includes Bridge Spanning Water Body? Deck Drains Discharge Over Buffer? Dissipator Pads Provided in Buffer? No

Impairments: None
Other Stream Classification: None
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Sheet 
No. Line Station

Location
(LT,RT,CL) Latitude Longitude

Surface Water 
Body

Base Width
(ft)

Front 
Slope
(H:1)

Back 
Slope
(H:1)

Drainage 
Area
(ac)

Recommended 
Treatm't Length

(ft)

Actual 
Length

(ft)

Longitudinal 
Slope

(%)
Q2

(cfs)
V2

(fps)
Q10
(cfs)

V10
(fps)

Rock 
Checks 

Used

BMP 
Associated w/ 
Buffer Rules?

5 -L- 40+50 LT 35.78130 -81.52585 (1)Catawba River 5 3 3 0.08 8 50 0.30% 12.56 1.47 16.65 1.60 Yes Yes
6 -L- 41+00 LT 35.78142 -81.52591 (1)Catawba River 5 3 3 0.13 13 50 1.70% 12.46 2.72 16.52 2.96 Yes Yes
6 -L- 42+00 LT 35.78167 -81.52602 (1)Catawba River 5 3 3 1.81 181 50 4.00% 12.30 3.65 16.31 3.98 Yes Yes
6 -L- 42+50 LT 35.78177 -81.52610 (1)Catawba River 5 3 3 4.25 425 50 4.00% 5.57 2.82 7.38 3.10 Yes Yes
5 -L- 28+50 RT 35.77850 -81.52360 (1)Catawba River 6 5.5 3 3.92 392 50 4.00% 6.62 2.77 8.77 3.03 Yes Yes
5 -L- 29+00 RT 35.77863 -81.52363 (1)Catawba River 6 4.5 3 0.19 19 50 4.00% 6.89 2.85 9.14 3.12 Yes Yes

Additional Comments
Swales were designed at each end of the proposed bridge for as long as the topography allowed to promote diffuse flow into the buffer zone. Rock checks are proposed for all swales to account for not meeting recommended treatment length and V2 requirements. 
Swales at a minimum provide roughly 100 feet of treatment length per acre of impervious area draining to them in the post-construction condition. The proposed swale from -L- 40+50 to 43+00 LT has a total length of 200 feet that meets swale criteria and 2.18 acres of 
impervious area drained. The proposed swale from -L- 28+00 to 29+00 RT has a total length of 100 feet that meets swale criteria and 0.88 acres of impervious area drained.

WBS Element:

North Carolina Department of Transportation

Highway Stormwater Program
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

FOR NCDOT PROJECTS

Swale
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