
 

 

 

  STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
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NC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
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Customer Service:  1-877-368-4968 

Website: www.ncdot.gov 
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1000 BIRCH RIDGE DRIVE 

RALEIGH NC 27610 
 

 

 
August 27, 2026 

 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:   Division Environmental and Construction Units 
 
FROM:    Michael A. Turchy, ECAP Group Leader 
    Environmental Analysis Unit 
     
SUBJECT: Environmental Permits for the Replacement of: 

Replacement of Bridge 123 over Charles Creek on Charles Creek Road (SR 
1345) in Mitchell, Division 13, WBS DF18313.2061227.PR  

 
Please find enclosed the following permits for this project: 
 

Agency Permit Type Expiration 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
Section 404 Clean Water Act Permit 

Nationwide Permit 14 
Action ID: SAW-2026-01123 
Dated August 27, 2026 

March 14, 2031 

NC Division of Water Resources 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification 

Water Quality Certification No 8569 [14] 
Project ID: 20260779 
Dated August 25, 2026 

expires with 
above Permit 

 
Work is authorized by the above-referenced documents and must be accomplished in strict accordance with the 
permitted plans. 
 
The Environmental Coordination and Permitting Group (ECAP) or the Division Environmental Office must be 
consulted if any deviation from the permit(s) or accompanying drawings is required. 
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August 25, 2026 
 

DWR # 20260779 
Mitchell County 

 
 
North Carolina Department of Transportation 
Attn: Robert Crowther 
1598 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699 
 
Delivered via email to:  recrowther@ncdot.gov 
 
Subject:  Certificate of Coverage Approval under Water Quality General Certification No. 8569 
 Replacement of Bridge 123 over Charles Creek on Charles Creek Road 

(SR 1345); WBS DF18313.2061227.PR.
 USACE Action ID. No. SAW-2026-01123
 
Location:  36.073, -82.113333 
   
 
Dear Mr. Robert Crowther: 
 
This Certificate of Coverage approval is issued to Robert Crowther and the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, dated August 25, 2026. This Certificate of Coverage authorizes work under General 
Certification No. 8569 for the impacts listed below and described in your application which was received 
by the N.C. Division of Water Resources (Division or DWR) on June 19, 2026, with fee received on June 19, 
2026, and subsequent information on July 31, 2026, and August 8, 2026, and within the Reasonable Period 
of Time pursuant to 40 CFR Part 121.6. This certificate is for the purpose and design described in your 
application. This approval requires you to follow all the conditions listed in the enclosed General 
Certification No. 8569.  
 
This Water Quality Certification shall expire on the same day as the expiration date of the corresponding 
Section 404 Permit that is current at the time this Certification is issued. The conditions shall remain in 
effect for the life of the project, regardless of the expiration date of this Water Quality Certification.  
 
Upon completion of the proposed project, the applicant shall submit a Certificate of Completion and/or 
shall provide as-built documentation. Certificates of Completion and/or as-built documentation can be 
submitted via the DWR website: https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/Forms/Certificate-of-Completion.  
 
The following impacts are hereby approved.  No other impacts are approved, including incidental 
impacts.  [15A NCAC 02H .0506(b)] 
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Type of Impact 
 

Amount Approved 
Permanent 

Amount Approved 
Temporary 

Mitigation Amount 
Required 

Perennial Streams    
Site 1 / Charles Creek / 
Bank Stabilization 

21 linear feet 0 linear feet 0 credits 

Site 1 / Charles Creek / 
Dewatering for bank 
stabilization 

0 linear feet 63 linear feet 0 credits 

Site 1 / Charles Creek / 
Detour culvert 

0 linear feet 66 linear feet 0 credits 

Site 1 / Charles Creek / 
Dewatering for detour 
culvert 

0 linear feet 21 linear feet 0 credits 

Totals: 21 linear feet 150 linear feet 0 credits 
 
 
Notice regarding the right to contest this 401 Water Quality Certification decision is attached to this 
letter. 
 

.0500. Please contact Amy Annino at 828-296-4668 or amy.annino@deq.nc.gov if you have any 
questions or concerns. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Faith Hardin, Supervisor 
401 & Buffer Permitting Transportation Branch 
Division of Water Resources, NCDEQ 
 

Enclosures:   Notice Regarding The Right To Contest A DWR 401 Water Quality Certification Decision 
And/Or Buffer Authorization 

          GC 8569 
   
 
Electronic cc: Lori Beckwith, USACE Asheville Regulatory Field Office 

 Holland Youngman, USFWS Asheville Field Office 
 Michael Turchy, NCDOT ECAP Group Leader
 Mike Sanderson, NCDOT Division 13 Environmental Officer 
 Dave McHenry, NCWRC 
 DWR 401 & Buffer Permitting Branch Electronic file 
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NOTICE REGARDING THE RIGHT TO CONTEST A DWR 401 WATER QUALITY  
CERTIFICATION AND/OR BUFFER AUTHORIZATION 

 
Right of Persons Aggrieved to File a Contested Case for the Decision on a 401 Water Quality 
Certification and/or Buffer Authorization: 

-23. 
 
Rights of Persons Aggrieved to File a Contested Case: Pursuant to NCGS 150B, Article 3, a party or 
person aggrieved may commence a contested case by filing a petition under NCGS 150B-23 in the Office 
of Administrative Hearings within 60 days after the Division provides notice of its decision on an 
application, as provided in NCGS 150B-23(f). If no contested case is commenced within the required 

 
 
General Filing Instructions: A petition for contested case hearing must be in the form of a written 
petition, conforming to NCGS 150B-23, and filed with the Office of Administrative Hearings, 1711 New 
Hope Church Road, Raleigh NC, 27609, along with a fee in an amount provided in NCGS 150B-23.2. A 
petition for contested case hearing form may be obtained upon request from the Office of 
Administrative Hearings or on its website at https://www.oah.nc.gov/hearings-division/filing/hearing-
forms. Additional specific instructions for filing a petition are set forth at 26 NCAC Chapter 03. 
 
Service Instructions: A party filing a contested case is required to serve a copy of the petition, by any 
means authorized under 26 NCAC 03 .0102, on the process agent for the Department of Environmental 
Quality: 
 

Daniel Hirschman, General Counsel 
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
1601 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1601 

 
If the party filing the petition is a person aggrieved other than the recipient of the certificate (the 

-23(a). 
 
Be aware that other rules or laws may apply to the filing of a petition for a contested case. Additional 
information is available at https://www.oah.nc.gov/hearings-division/hearing-process/filing-contested-
case. Please contact the Office of Administrative Hearings at (984) 236-1850 with all questions regarding 
the filing fee and/or the details of the filing process.
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TIP Number: Date:

Phone: Phone:
Email: Email:

County(ies):
CAMA County?

Design/Future: Year: 2022 Existing: Year:

Project:  BR 600123 - SR 1345 (Charles Creek Road) over Charles Creek.

The proposed project includes replacing Bridge 600123 that was washed out during Hurricane Helene in September 2024.  The proposed bridge is one (1) span @ 45 LF - 21"
cored slab (-L- STA. 13+49.00+/- to 13+94.00+/-), with vertical abutments (4' End Bent Cap #1 West and 5' End Bent Cap #2 East on sloping abutments), and 42" vertical
concrete barrier rail.  The proposed bridge typical section is 18'-10" (clear roadway) with 21'-0" (out to out).  The proposed roadway alignment  is improved, and the proposed
bridge is shifted slightly to the northwest and skewed.  Due to the shift and additional skew, a floodplain bench similar to the existing bench will be excavated on the right channel
bank (looking downstream) in the immediate area of the bridge that will tie-into the existing upstream and downstream channel banks.  Sloping abutments shall be 1.5:1 and
armored with Class II Riprap.

The proposed roadway drainage consists of two outfalls onto Class II riprap stabilized floodplain bench or slope.  The two independent systems are located at Stations -L-
13+47.5, 10.7 RT and 14+16.5, 9.4 LT.  An 18" closed pipe system with <1 foot of cover will be replaced replaced and oufall on the Class II riprap stabilized floodplain
bench/slope.  A temporary detour will be needed to provide access while the proposed bridge is under construction.  The temporary detour pipes consist of dual 48” HDPEs
downstream of the existing and proposed bridge relocation.

General Project Narrative:
(Description of Minimization of Water

Quality Impacts)

-L- Line:  Two 6' to 7' travel lanes at NC.  -L-Line at Bridge:  One 15' travel lane @
NC.   Driveway:  Two 5' travel lanes.

200

RURAL

North Carolina Department of Transportation

Highway Stormwater Program
    STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

FOR NCDOT PROJECTS

Project Type:

1000 BIRCH RIDGE ROAD Address:

General Project Information
DF18313.2061227.PRDF18313.2061227.PR

Address:

1/30/2026

919-707-6751

SUITE 1300
CHARLOTTE, NC  28285

Contractor / Designer:

704-941-2133

400 S. TRYON STREET

SHAYES@LABELLAPC.COM
MitchellBAKERSVILLE

Project Built-Upon Area (ac.)

200

-L- Line: Two 9' travel lanes @ NC cross slope (0.02'/'); 3' min. grassed shoulders with
varying slopes from 4:1 to 2:1. -L- Line at Bridge: Two 9'-5" travel lanes @ NC; with
vertical barrier rail. Driveway: Two 5'-6" to 6' travel lanes @ NC; 1' min. grassed
shoulders with varying slopes from 4:1 to 2:1.  Min. shoulder +3' from face of guardrail.

2022

MTSHOWN@NCDOT.GOV

Annual Avg Daily Traffic (veh/hr/day):

Existing Site
Project Length (lin. miles or feet):

ac.ac.

City/Town:

0.2
Typical Cross Section Description:

Surrounding Land Use:

No
Wetlands within Project Limits?

0.2

NO

0.05
Project Description

Proposed Project

French BroadRiver Basin(s):

MARC SHOWN, PE

RALEIGH, NC  27610

WBS Element:

OtherWBS Element:
LABELLA - SANDRA HAYES, PENCDOT Contact:
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Aquatic T&E Species? Comments:

Yes Yes
No

Aquatic T&E Species? Comments:

Aquatic T&E Species? Comments:

Buffer Rules in Effect:
Project Includes Bridge Spanning Water Body? Deck Drains Discharge Over Buffer? Dissipator Pads Provided in Buffer?

NCDWR Stream Index No.:

NCDWR Surface Water Classification for Water Body Primary Classification:

(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative) (If yes, describe in the General Project Narrative; if no, justify in the
General Project Narrative)(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

Deck Drains Discharge Over Water Body?

Other Stream Classification:

Supplemental Classification:
NCDWR Surface Water Classification for Water Body Primary Classification:

Other Stream Classification:

Surface Water Body (3): NCDWR Stream Index No.:

Primary Classification: Class C

(If yes, describe in the General Project Narrative; if no, justify in the
General Project Narrative)(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

Buffer Rules in Effect:
Project Includes Bridge Spanning Water Body? Deck Drains Discharge Over Buffer? Dissipator Pads Provided in Buffer?

Impairments:

NRTR Stream ID: Buffer Rules in Effect:

NRTR Stream ID:

Other Stream Classification:
Impairments:

Project Includes Bridge Spanning Water Body? Deck Drains Discharge Over Buffer? Dissipator Pads Provided in Buffer?
Deck Drains Discharge Over Water Body? (If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative) (If yes, describe in the General Project Narrative; if no, justify in the

General Project Narrative)(If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

Impairments:

North Carolina Department of Transportation

Highway Stormwater Program
    STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

FOR NCDOT PROJECTS
WBS Element:

Supplemental Classification:

Surface Water Body (2):

Deck Drains Discharge Over Water Body? (If yes, provide justification in the General Project Narrative)

NRTR Stream ID: N/A

Surface Water Body (1): CHARLES CREEK NCDWR Stream Index No.: 7-2-64-13-3

General Project Information

Supplemental Classification: Trout Waters (Tr)
High Quality Waters

(HQW)

Waterbody Information

NCDWR Surface Water Classification for Water Body
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Hand Existing Existing 

Permanent Temp. Excavation Mechanized Clearing Permanent   Temp.   Channel Channel Natural 

Site Station Structure Fill In Fill In in Clearing in SW SW Impacts Impacts Stream

No. (From/To) Size / Type Wetlands Wetlands  Wetlands in Wetlands  Wetlands impacts impacts Permanent Temp. Design

   (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ft) (ft) (ft)

1

-L 13+40 LT TO 13+95 RT

PROPOSED BRIDGE       0.01  63  

1

-L- 13+77 LT  TO 13+90 

RT CL. II RIP RAP      < 0.01  21   

1

-DET 14+04 LT TO 14+68 

RT
DETOUR PIPES       0.03  87  

1

-L- 13+64 LT TO 13+80.6 

RT

BANK STABILIZATION AFTER 

EXCAVATION       < 0.01 24   

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

TOTALS*:      < 0.01 0.05 45.33 150 0

*Rounded totals are sum of actual impacts

NOTES:

Revised 2018 Feb SHEET                 6 OF 6

                                                          WETLAND AND SURFACE WATER IMPACTS SUMMARY

WETLAND IMPACTS SURFACE WATER IMPACTS

MITCHELL

DF18313.2061227.PR

BRIDGE 600123

NC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

8/4/2026

CL. II RIPRAP IS FOR THE SLOPING ABUTMENT WHICH ALSO SERVES AS BANK STABILIZATION 

       Bank stabilization impacts are coincidental to the the temporary impacts.
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