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Website: www.ncdot.gov 

Location: 
1000 BIRCH RIDGE DRIVE 
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January 30, 2026 

 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:   Division Environmental and Construction Units 
 
FROM:    Michael A. Turchy, ECAP Group Leader 
    Environmental Analysis Unit 
     
SUBJECT: Environmental Permits for the Replacement of Bridge 228 on SR 1310 

over the Nantahala River in Macon County, Division 14, TIP: BR-0053. 
 
 
 
Conveyance Authorization for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission c/o Duke Energy has not been 
received. Bridgework over the Nantahala River is not authorized until receipt. 

 
 
Please find enclosed the following permits for this project: 
 

Agency Permit Type Permit Expiration 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
Section 404 Clean Water Act Permit 

Regional General Permit 50 
Originally issued 3/25/24, Renewed & 

Modified 12/16/25 
May 25, 2030 

NC Division of Water Resources 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification 

Individual Certification No. 008424 
Originally issued 8/22/23 under GC 4135, 

Renewed 12/2/25 
May 25, 2030 

 
Work is authorized by the above referenced permit provided it is accomplished in strict accordance with 
the permitted plans. 
 
The Environmental Coordination and Permitting Group or the Division Environmental Office must be 
consulted if any deviation from the permit(s) or accompanying drawings is required. 
 
The General Conditions and Certifications for Nationwide and Regional Permits can be referenced at: 
https://xfer.services.ncdot.gov/pdea/PermIssued/_General_Conditions_and_Certifications/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, WILMINGTON DISTRICT 

WRDA TRANSPORTATION BRANCH 
69 DARLINGTON AVENUE 

WILMINGTON NORTH CAROLINA 28403  

December 16, 2025 

Regulatory Division 
SAW-2023-01504 

Sent Via email: ekcheely@ncdot.gov 

North Carolina Department of Transportation 
Attn:  Ms. Erin Cheely 
1598 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699 

Dear Ms. Cheely: 

This letter is in response to the Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) you 
submitted to the Wilmington District, WRDA  on October 23, 
2025, for a Department of the Army Regional General permit ( GP) verification. This 
project has been assigned the file number SAW-2023-01504 and is known as the 
Bridge 228 replacement project. This file number should be referenced in all 
correspondence concerning this project.  

A review of the information provided indicates that the proposed work would 
include the replacement of a structurally deficient bridge with a new bridge in the same 
location. A permit verification was issued for this project on March 25, 2024. By letter 
dated October 23, 2025, NCDOT requested a new permit verification to authorize 
additional temporary impacts and modify the permit condition 2)a. that restricts 
causeways/temporary work pads from blocking more than 50% of the river. NCDOT is 
requesting modification of this special condition due to constructability issues that 
require a larger causeway footprint. Specifical impacts include permanent impact to 40 
lf of stream channel and the temporary impact to 129 lf of stream channel.  The Bridge 
No. 228 (BR-0053) replacement project is located where Wayah Road crosses the 
Nantahala River, approximately 1 mile east of the intersection of Wayah Road and US 
74 in Beechertown, Macon County, North Carolina. 35.267721 -83.669009 

 We have determined that the proposed work is authorized by GP 50 pursuant to 
authorities under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C § 1344). The proposed 
work must be accomplished in strict accordance with the general permit conditions, any 
regional conditions, the special conditions listed in this letter, the application materials, 
and the enclosed plans. If the extent of the project area and/or nature of the authorized 
impacts to waters are modified, a revised PCN must be submitted to this office for 
written approval before work is initiated. Any violation of permit conditions or deviation 
from your submitted plans may subject the permittee to enforcement action.  



 This verification is valid until May 25, 2030, unless prior to this date the subject 
GP(s) is suspended, revoked, or is modified such that the activity no longer complies 
with the terms and conditions of this GP.  If you commence or are under contract to 
commence this activity before the date that the relevant GP is modified or revoked, you 
will have 12 months from the date of the modification or revocation of the GP to 
complete the activity under the present terms and conditions of this GP. 

Project Specific Special Conditions: 

1) Per the USFWS 1/30/2024 letter, NCDOT will do the following:
a. Tree clearing will take place from October 16 to March 31.
b. Tree clearing will be minimized to the maximum extent possible and limits 

will be clearly marked for the contractor.
c. The existing bridges will be surveyed within 14 days of construction to 

ensure absence of roosting bats. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) Asheville Field Office will be contacted immediately if bats are 
observed.

d. Blasting during the bat pup season (May 15 – July 31) will be avoided to 
the maximum extent r, construction constraints and unforeseen site 
circumstances may necessitate some blasting during this period.

e. Night work will not occur.
f. No additional permanent lighting will be added to the roadway.
g. Design Standards in Sensitive Watersheds will be followed for the project’s 

Sediment and Erosion Control procedures.
h. Any construction vehicles or equipment will be power washed prior to 

entering the bridge project areas to help eliminate introduction/spread of 
non-native invasive species.

2) NCDOT will develop a boater safety plan pursuant to Duke’s FERC Permit and 
will forward to the Corps once it’s finalized. Absent the final boater safety plan, 
NCDOT has committed to the following conditions:

a. NCDOT will provide notification to the Corps 90 days prior to the start of__ 
construction regarding the expected duration that causeways will be in__ 
place.

b. There will be a signage component to direct paddlers to the safest 
passage, when that direction is required, during construction.

c. No beams or equipment will be hoisted while boaters [or anyone] is 
present underneath.

d. No components of the bridge will be dropped into the water.
e. During the removal process, overhead removal will temporarily pause 

while boaters are present.
3) Per the NC Wildlife Resources Commission, NCDOT is prohibited from doing any

in-stream work and land disturbance within the 25-foot trout buffer from January 1
to April 15 to protect trout spawning. Additionally, Design Standards in Sensitive
Watersheds shall be implemented with this project.



4) The Permittee shall implement commitments as described in the Historic
Architecture and Landscapes Assessment of Effects Form (enclosed) to ensure
no adverse effect to historic architecture resources.

 This NWP verification does not preclude the necessity to obtain any other Federal, 
State, or local permits, licenses, and/or certifications, which may be required.  

 If you have any questions related to this verification or have issues accessing 
documents referenced in this letter, please contact Crystal  Amschler, Project 
Manager of the WRDA  at 828-526-6013, by mail at the above 
address, or by email at crystal.c.amschler@usace.army.mil. Please take a moment to 
complete our customer satisfaction survey located at https://
regulatory.ops.usace.army.mil/customer-service-survey/.  

Sincerely, 

M. Scott Jones, PWS
WRDA / Transportation Branch Chief
USACE - Wilmington District

Enclosures 



ENG FORM 6285, DEC 2024 PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT 

For use of this form, see Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, and 
Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act; the proponent agency is CECW-COR. 

Form Approved - 

OMB No. 0710-0003 

Expires 2027-10-31 

The Agency Disclosure Notice (ADN) 

The Public reporting burden for this collection of information, 0710-0003, is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
Send comments regarding the burden estimate or burden reduction suggestions to the Department of Defense, Washington Headquarters Services, at 
whs.mc-alex.esd.mbx.dd-dod-information-collections@mail.mil. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no 
person shall be subject to any penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it does not display a currently valid OMB control number. 

PURPOSE: This form is used by recipients of U.S. Army Corps of Engineer Regulatory permits to certify compliance with the permit terms and 
conditions. 

Your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers representative. If you fail to comply with this permit, 
you are subject to permit suspension, modification, or revocation. 

Upon completion of the activity authorized by this permit and any mitigation required by the permit, sign this certification and return it to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Wilmington District, Regulatory Office. 

The certification can be submitted by email at  crystal.c.amschler@usace.army.mil or by mail at the below address: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Wilmington District Office 

Street Address: 151 Patton Ave Rm 208 

City: Asheville State: NC    Zip Code: 28801 

COMPLETED BY THE CORPS 

Corps Action Number:         SAW-2023-01504 

Permit Type:  General Permit 

General Permit Number and Name (if applicable):  

Name of Permittee:  NCDOT

Project Name:            the Bridge 228 replacement project 

Project Location (physical address):       located where Wayah Road crosses the Nantahala River,

Beechertown, North Carolina

PERMITTEE'S CERTIFICATION 

Date Work Started: 

Date Work Completed: 

Enclose photographs showing the completed project (if available). 

I         hereby certify that the work authorized by the above referenced permit has been completed in accordance 
 with all of the permit terms and conditions, and that any required compensatory mitigation has been completed in accordance with the permit 
conditions. 

Name Date Signature
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HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE AND LANDSCAPES 

ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS FORM 
 

This form only pertains to Historic Architecture and Landscapes for this project.  It 
is not valid for Archaeological Resources.  You must consult separately with the 

Archaeology Group. 
 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
Project No: BR-0053 County: Macon 
WBS No.: 67053.1.1 Document 

Type: 

 

Fed. Aid No: N/A Funding:  State      Federal 

Federal 

Permit(s): 
 Yes      No Permit 

Type(s): 
USACE 

Project Description:  
Replace Bridge No. 228 on SR 1310 (Wayah Road) over Nantahala River. 

 
SUMMARY OF HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE AND LANDSCAPES REVIEW 

Description of review activities, results, and conclusions:  
Review of HPO quad maps, HPO GIS information, historic designations roster, and indexes was 
undertaken on January 8, 2018.  Based on this review, the project falls within the Determined 
Eligible Nantahala Power and Light Complex. An assessment of effects is required. 

 
ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS 

Property Name: Nantahala Hydroelectric Power 
Project 

Status: Determined Eligible 

Survey Site No.:       PIN:       
Effects 
         No Effect                            No Adverse Effect                             Adverse Effect 
 
Explanation of Effects Determination:  
There will be no adverse effect with the following environmental commitments listed below. 
 
List of Environmental Commitments:  

1. Maintain Right of Way 
2. Oregon Rail to be utilized for bridge rails 
3. Retaining walls will utilize a natural stone design 

 

 
FHWA Intends to use the State Historic Preservation Office’s concurrence as a basis for a “de 
minimis” finding for the following properties, pursuant to Section 4(f): 
 
Nantahala Hydroelectric Power Project 
 
 

 

20-02-0001 

Project Tracking No. (Internal Use) 
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SUPPORT DOCUMENTATION 

 
Map(s) Previous Survey Info. Photos Correspondence Design Plans 

 
 
 
 

FINDING BY NCDOT AND STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE  
 
Historic Architecture and Landscapes – ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS  
 
 
                    
 
NCDOT Architectural Historian     Date 
 
 
                    
 
State Historic Preservation Office Representative   Date 
 
 
                    
 
Federal Agency Representative     Date 
 
 

04/28/2022

04/29/2022

05/02/2022
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BRIDGE EXCAVATION

ELEV 2089.44

-L- STA 17+80.00

END GRADE

DESIGN DISCHARGE

DESIGN FREQUENCY

BASE DISCHARGE

CFS

YRS

YRS

BASE FREQUENCY

OVERTOPPING ELEVATION

OVERTOPPING FREQUENCY

OVERTOPPING DISCHARGE CFS

CFS

YRS

FT

FT

FT

DESIGN HW ELEVATION

BASE HW ELEVATION

BRIDGE HYDRAULIC DATA

DATE OF SURVEY
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= 50+
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Hand Existing Existing 
Permanent Temp. Excavation Mechanized Clearing Permanent  Temp. Channel Channel Natural 

Site Station Structure Fill In Fill In in Clearing in SW SW Impacts Impacts Stream
No. (From/To) Size / Type Wetlands Wetlands  Wetlands in Wetlands  Wetlands impacts impacts Permanent Temp. Design

(ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ac) (ft) (ft) (ft)

1 -L- 13+36 / 16+10.5 Bridge + Rip Rap Wingwall < 0.01 0.01 40 85

/ Abutment Protection

Causeway Work Pad 0.13 44

-L- 13+95 / 14+11 Clearing < 0.01

TOTALS*: < 0.01 < 0.01 0.14 40 129 0

*Rounded totals are sum of actual impacts

NOTES:
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