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COMMENT FORM

NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

PUBLIC HEARING NOVEMBER 16, 2015
NCDOT STIP PROJECT NO. I-2513

Public input is essential to every project that serves the people of the community where it is built.  Public
comments will be considered by the NCDOT project team in selection of a Preferred Alternative. If you require
a direct response, such as a copy of the Public Hearing transcript, please provide your contact information so
that we may follow up with you.  You may always contact the project team at the Project Hotline below.

YOUR NAME: ______________________________________ EMAIL: _________________________________

ADDRESS (optional): ________________________________ CITY, STATE, ZIP: __________________________

ORGANIZATION (IF ANY): ____________________________PHONE: ________________________________

Do you request a copy of the Public Hearing transcript?  Yes No
For each Section, please select your preferred corridor alternative:

Please provide an explanation of why you selected the alternative preferences as shown above:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please provide any additional comments about the I-26 Connector project:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The hearing will also be streamed online if you cannot attend the formal hearing at 7 p.m. (see project website
for link). Comments will be accepted during the webinar; however, responses will not be provided until after the
comment period has closed on December 16, 2015.

Project Hotline: 1-800-233-6315
Project Website:

http://www.ncdot.gov/projects/i26connector/
Provide comments online at:

http://engagencdot.mysidewalk.com/

 Please leave completed form in the comment box, or
return no later than December 16, 2015 to:

Drew Joyner, P.E.
 1598 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1598

Section C

 Alternative A2
 Alternative C2
 Alternative D1
 Alternative F1
 Do Nothing (No-Build)

Section A

 Widen Existing
 Do Nothing (No-Build)

Section B

 Alternative 3
 Alternative 3C
 Alternative 4
 Alternative 4B
 Do Nothing (No-Build)
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MEETING SUMMARY

To: Project File

From: Celia Foushee
AECOM

Date: March 29, 2017

RE: I‐2513 Small Group Meeting, Fairfax Avenue/Virginia Avenue Community
NCDOT STIP Project I‐2513 (I‐26 Connector)

Project Team Meeting Attendees:

Mike Dawson – FHWA
Michael Wray – NCDOT, PDEA
Kristina Solberg– NCDOT, Division 13
Neil Dean – AECOM
Celia Foushee – AECOM
Chris Werner – AECOM

The project team presented to the Fairfax Avenue and Virginia Avenue Community on March 21, 2017 at
6:00 pm at The Mothlight venue in Asheville, North Carolina. The Mothlight was a make‐shift venue, after
the original  location, the Grace Baptist Church, was not accessible.   The purpose of the meeting was  to
provide the residents of the Fairfax Avenue and Virginia Avenue Community with an update on the I‐26
Connector  Project,  review  the  designs  and  corresponding  potential  impacts  to  the  community,  review
next  steps  for  the project, and get  feedback  from  the community on  the  impacts  and benefits  to  their
community from the project.

Chris  Werner  began  the  presentation  by  discussing  the  project  history,  the  project  study  area,  the
Detailed Study Alternatives, and the Preferred Alternative selected  in May 2016. He then discussed the
current  status of  the project  and  the  process  of updating  designs of  the Preferred Alternative  through
updates  to  the  traffic  analyses.  He  reviewed  the  2015  Public  Hearing  maps  in  the  vicinity  of  the
community  and explained  the proposed designs  for  the  I‐26  interchanges  at  Brevard Road and Amboy
Road.  It was noted the Amboy Road Extension was conceptualized based upon local  input. Amboy Road
Extension is currently shown as a 4‐lane divided facility with a bike lane in each direction, curb and gutter
due  to  low vehicular design  speeds, and berm to  accommodate  sidewalks,  should  the City of Asheville
choose to assist  in  the cost  of  constructing sidewalks.    It  was  explained the  four  lanes  on Amboy Road
Extension were provided to meet the traffic demand based upon previous versions of the French Broad
River Metropolitan Planning Organization’s  (MPO) travel demand model, which  included socioeconomic
data  which  the MPO  established  based  on  local  input.      It  was  noted  the  proposed  right‐in/right‐out
access to Fairfax Avenue and Virginia Avenue was provided for access to the neighborhoods, but would go
through public,  agency and  the City of Asheville  review  for  comment  as  to whether  this  access  should
ultimately be provided. Surrounding restrictions that drive the current designs in the vicinity were noted;
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this  includes  the  steep  grade  south  of  I‐240  between  Brevard  Road  and  Amboy  Road,  location  of  the
existing greenway, Carrier Park, and avoidance of wetlands.

The process of the project prioritization was briefly discussed. It was noted the project is currently funded
for right of way acquisition and construction for Sections C and B to begin in 2020. Section A is currently
unfunded; however,  it was noted the prioritization is updated every  two years, therefore, it could score
better in future revisions as the project moves forward, should the locals make that project a priority.

Chris Werner explained that NCDOT is  in the process of updating the traffic capacity analysis, which will
help determine the number of lanes needed on I‐26 and at the interchanges. As such, the designs will be
refined to only provide the number of lanes required based upon the new traffic data.  At the same time,
NCDOT  has  been  reviewing  public  and  resource  agency  comments  provided  on  the  2015  Draft
Environmental  Impact Statement.   Additionally, NCDOT has also been participating  in periodic meetings
with the City of Asheville Working Group to review and address their comments on the project. NCDOT
has  also  been  meeting  with  business  groups  (as  requested),  adjacent  neighborhoods,  and  historic
property owners in order to better understand concerns and to obtain input on how the project could be
refined to better fit within the context of Asheville while meeting local and regional needs.

General feedback received from attendees included:

 The existing intersection of Virginia Avenue and Haywood Road has traffic operational  issues.   It
was noted the project team would forward this information to the City of Asheville.

 Even providing right‐in/right‐out access to Fairfax Avenue and Virginia Avenue from Amboy Road
Extension  is perceived to be a safety  issue on Fairfax and Virginia Avenues as  these are narrow
streets, with no sidewalks, and on‐street parking.

 It was  recommended  traffic  calming measures be  implemented on High Court Entrance.  It was
noted the project team would forward this information to the City of Asheville.

 There were concerns that the City of Asheville does not have an adequate amount of affordable
housing for those whom may be relocated by the I‐26 Connector Project.

 If the Amboy Road Extension is required, it was suggested removing the right‐in/right‐out access
to Fairfax Avenue and Virginia Avenue.

 It was suggested that there are too many lanes on the Amboy Road Extension.

 Residents  expressed  interest  in  removing  the  Amboy  Road  Extension  all  together  in  order  to
reduce  the  overall  project  impacts.  Concepts  suggested  included  a  configuration  similar  to  a
spread diamond interchange between Brevard Road and Amboy Road.  It was noted by residents,
with  this  type  of  configuration,  the  bike  lanes  and  sidewalk  as  currently  proposed,  could  be
completely eliminated by providing a greenway.   They proposed the greenway connection could
begin on the north side of the spread diamond interchange, and run from Shelburne Road east to
Carrier Park.  It was perceived by some that a greenway serving pedestrians and bicyclists would
be more desirable than bike lanes/cycle tracks and a sidewalk.

 Noise impacts were discussed at a high level; however it was noted if  the community would like
additional, more  specific  information  regarding  the noise  analysis  and  results, a  future meeting
can be scheduled with a noise representative.

 Residents questioned why a bypass  around Asheville  is not being  considered.  It was  noted  this
alternative was considered at the early stages of the project; since it does not meet the purpose
and need of the project, it was eliminated by the Merger Team for further evaluation.
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 It was  suggested  that efforts need  to be made  to eliminate  truckers  from using  Jake Brakes  in
residential areas. It was noted this request would be forwarded to the NCDOT Division office and
the City of Asheville for further consideration.

 It was generally agreed that Ulla Reeves should continue  to be the neighborhood contact.    She
will use the sign‐in sheet to create an email list for future correspondence about the project. Her
contact  information  includes:  Ulla  Reeves  221  Fairfax  Avenue  Asheville,  NC  28806
ulla.reeves@gmail.com

 It was questioned if any meetings such as this have been held for the Haywood Road/I‐240 area.
The provided response stated no meetings have been requested in that area except by the West
Asheville Business Association, which has been held; however, NCDOT would be available to meet
if there was a request.

 General  recommendations  suggested  designs  be  prepared  to  provide  accommodations  for
pedestrians and bicyclists throughout the project and with a focus on safety in areas where they
interact with motor vehicles.

 It was noted traffic signal timing throughout the city is poor and needs remediation.  It was noted
the project team would forward this information to the City of Asheville and the NCDOT Division
office.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.
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Stakeholder Group Meeting Summary 

 
 

A small group meeting was coordinated by the I-26 Connector Burton Street Neighborhood and 
Mitigation Strategies Plan (NMSP) project team to introduce the NMSP project to Burton Street 
community businesses and community organizations and obtain feedback on their specific 
concerns and issues surrounding the I-26 Connector project and the Burton Street community.  
Postcard notifications were sent to the property owners and leadership of ten neighborhood 
churches, businesses and schools.  The small group meeting was held on Monday, January 
15, 2018 from 11:30am to 12:30pm at the St Paul's Missionary Baptist Church fellowship hall.  
A project overview presentation followed by a facilitated question and answer period was given, 
and a project information handout was provided to attendees.  Respondent comments were 
transcribed by project staff.  Three church leaders, the Burton Street Community Association 
Secretary, and project staff were in attendance. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
Community Meeting #1 Summary 

 
 

Two community workshops were coordinated by the I-26 Connector Burton Street 
Neighborhood and Mitigation Strategies Plan (NMSP) project team to discuss the NMSP 
project and obtain feedback from residents on community priorities and concerns. Postcard 
notifications were sent to residents and property owners in the Burton Street neighborhood, 
email notifications were sent to the Burton Street Community Association (BSCA) email list, 
and fliers were distributed to neighborhood churches and recreation center. The community 
workshops were held on Monday, January 15, 2018 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm and 5:00pm to 
7:00pm at the St Paul's Missionary Baptist Church fellowship hall. Display boards were used 
to present information on the NMSP project background, project area, purpose and proposed 
schedule, and to guide attendees through a community visioning process.  A project information 
handout including a Title VI data collection form and project comment sheet was provided to 
attendees. Participants were provided with multiple options to provide input, including written 
comment forms, a web-based survey, and verbally to the project team. Comments on 
neighborhood assets, priorities, needs and challenges are being accepted via email, mail or 
online until February 14, 2018. Forty one residents including the BSCA leadership board were 
in attendance (21 afternoon, 20 evening meeting). 
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TITLE VI PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT FORM

Completing this form is completely voluntary. You are not required to provide the information requested in order to participate
in this meeting.

Meeting Type:

Location:

Date:

TIP No.:

Project Description:

In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related authorities, the N.C. Department of Transportation assures
that no person(s) shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or subjected to discrimination under any of the
Department’s programs, policies, or activities, based on their race, color, national origin, disability, age, income, or gender.

Completing this form helps meet our data collection and public involvement obligations under Title VI and NEPA, and
will improve how we serve the public. Please place the completed form in the designated box on the sign-in table, hand it to
an NCDOT official or mail it to the Environmental Analysis Unit, 1598 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1598.

All forms will remain on file at the NCDOT as part of the public record.

Zip Code: _____________________

Street Name:
(i.e. Main Street)

Gender: Male Female

Age:
Less than 18 45-64

18-29 65 and older

30-44

Total Household Income:

Less than $12,000 $47,000 – $69,999

$12,000 – $19,999 $70,000 – $93,999

$20,000 – $30,999 $94,000 – $117,999

$31,000 – $46,999 $118,000 or greater
Have a Disability: Yes No

Race/Ethnicity:
White

Black/African American

Asian

American Indian/Alaskan Native

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

Hispanic/Latino

Other (please specify): _______________________

National Origin: (if born outside the U.S.)

Mexican

Central American: ____________________

South American: _____________________

European: ___________________________

Chinese

Vietnamese

Korean

Other (please specify): __________________

How did you hear about this meeting?  (newspaper advertisement, flyer, and/or mailing) _______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information regarding Title VI or this request, please contact the NCDOT Title VI Nondiscrimination Program at
(919) 508-1808 or toll free at 1-800-522-0453, or by email at titleVI@ncdot.gov. Thank you for your participation!
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